* 


* * 
45 PE 


i * , oa ; * 


— b I : 
—_— Os 1% 20 Ip... — 


* 


ROSELLA, 


OR 


— — — — —— —— | 2 — 
— . ·˙ wm 7 . —— 2 


op ERNNV OCCURRENCES. 


A NOVEL, 


LV FOUR FYOLUMES. 


BY 


MARY CHARLTON, 


4 AUTHOR QF PHEDORA, ce. 
* 65 f 558 I l 


4 
**. —— — 


— 64 — | 


VOL, II. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED AT THE 
Minerva⸗Prels, 
FOR WILLIAM LANE, LEADENHALL- STREET 


1799. 


ROS ELIN 


CHAP. . 


Rage for caſcimented Cottages —for wandering in Milde 


obſcure A myſterious ſtranger. 


Tur delightful peregrination from which 
Miſs Beauclerc promiſed to herfelf and 
Roſella infinite amuſement, numberleſs ad- 
ventures, and ultimate happineſs, was not, 
of courſe, delayed by her. She had ſettled 
to take with her only one male domeſtic, 
as ſhe had agreed with Mrs, Ellinger that 
he might be ſent out of the way if any 
intereſting occurrence ſhould take place 
which his preſence could mar; and as ſhe 
miglit ſometimes have occaſion for a faithful 
old ſervant, whoſe zeal and fidelity Would 
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induce him to expoſe his ſafety and life for 
the protection of his beloved Lady, ſhe fixed 
upon Simpſon who had lived in her family 
near forty years, and often talked of the 
Joyful day that gave birth to Miſs Sophy ; 
a day on which he boaſted to his fellow do- 


meſtics that he drank part of a bottle of 


claret at his own expence, though he was 
only an under footman, to the health of his 


Lady and the little Mig. 


Miſs Beauclerc's own maid was a grave 
perſonage, who moved from the. houſe- 
keeper's room to her Lady's apartment, and 
from her Lady's apartment to the houſe- 


keeper's room, with infinite dignity and 


importance; and the firſt of conſiderations 
with her, was her own proper eaſe and 
comfort, ſo that Mitis Beauclerc thought it 
but too probable ſhe would upon the firit 
miſadventure, ſuch as being benighted 


in a foreſt, or overturned at midnight into 


a marlpit, conſult her own vulgar ſafety, and 
demand her wages and her cone the very 


next 
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 ROSELLA, 3 
next morning; a want of fimplicity and 
affection that would reflect diſhonor on her 
miſtreſs, and extremely ſully the narrative 
ſhe intended to tranſmit to her faithful 
Selina, who well knew that a heroine's 
attendant 1s infallibly ſome Babette, or 
Jeannette, or Annette, who prattles an 
aſtoniſhing quantity of nonſenſe in the 
midſt of the moſt horrible occurrences, and 
18 always on the point of betraying her 
young Lady in her moſt important expedi- 


tions, by ſcreaming, or ſneezing, or raiſing 


a hue and cry after a ghoſt, or clinging 
to her ſo as to make her drop her lamp. 
But in the midſt of the miſchief, Babette, 
Jeannette, or Annette ſhould be extremely 
intelligent, though full of ſimplicity, and 
above all other confiderations ſhe muſt be 
unalterably attached toher beautiful miſtreſs. 


In vain had Miſs Beauclerc caſt her eye 


upon every ſoubrette within her obſervation; 


no ſuch perſonage could be found; and ſhe 
was compelled, after conſulting with Selina, 
1 2 to 


to decline at preſent the/ attendance of a 


female ſervant, in the ſegret hope of meeting 


a more ſuitable one in ſang © deep glen,” 
remote from the infectipn of a too populous 
neighbourhood. 


At length Roſella and Ber freud placed 


themſelves in the travelling poſt-chaiſe, and 
attended only by old Simpſon on a hack 
borſe, left London at fix in the morning of 
a delightful Spring day, more warm and 
genial than the ſeaſon in general might pro- 
miſe. Both the fair travellers felt a renova- 
tion of ſpirits as the carriage whirled them 
from the great centre of diſſipation, and left 
Marybone behind them; and Roſella then, 
for the fiiſt time, thought of enquiring 
their immediate deſtination. She learnt that 
Mis Beauclerc had ſettled to proceed im- 
mediately to the northern counties of Eng- 
land, and then enlarge her excurſion to Scot- 
land; after which ſhe had almoſt refolved 
to bend her ſteps to the charming and ro- 
mantic Principality which has furniſhed 
adventurous 
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ROSEL LA. 1 
adventurous ſcenes to ſo many modern 
heroines, who have climbed its rugged 
cliffs, and repoſed their beautiful heads in 


its delightful cottages. 


Roſella was perfectly ſatisfied with the 
plan, and charmed with the proſpect of 
becoming better acquainted with the 
« mountain nymph, ſweet Liberty,” and 


living in © unreproved pleaſures free,” with- 


out danger of being ſtigmatized as a hoyden, 
or a ſavage ruſtic, Whilſt the imaginathoe 
of Miſs Beauclerc was filled & Pordingire 
with 


«© Ruſſet lawns and fallows grey, 

Where the nibbling flocks do ſtray 

Mountains, on whoſe barren breaſt 
The laboring clouds do often reſt ; 

Meadows trim with daiſies pied, 

Shallow brooks and rivers wide, 

Towers and battlements /e ſees 

Boſom'd high in tufted trees, 

Where /he thinks ſome beauty lies, 

The Cynoſure of neigh'bring eyes.“ 


B 3 At 
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At the ſecond ſtage poor old Simpſon 


| quitted his horſe for a hack chaiſe, a change 


which had previouſly been agreed upon, and 
he then proceeded with rather leſs fatigue 
to himſelf. | 


Miſs Beauclerc found little to intereſt er 


| attention on a well-trequented turnpike road, 


where, the moonlight walks of fair ladies 
would probably terminate uncouthly, from 
their being run over by mail-coaches, or 
being knocked down and robbed in a com- 
mon vulgar way by a footpad ; ſhe there- 
fore purſued her journey with eager rapidity, 
till the country aſſumed a form ſo diverſified 
and lovely, that her eyes devoured every 
object on which they reſted, and ſhe often 
left the chaiſe, attended by Roſella, to 


| aſcend ſome fteep, or peep into cottages 
whole romantic ſituations excited recollec- 
tions and hopes which were generally loſt in 
the diſguſt. occaſioned by awkward' cunning, 


evident deſigns of extorting her liberality, 
and often a more open and ſhameleſs attack 
| upon 


ch 


Cal 


7 
upon her purſe, uttered in tones of whining 
cant and palpable diſingenuouſneſs- The 
children, inſtead of being ſtrong and healthy, 
were often pining in dirt and neglect; and 
in place of the artleſs and careleſs graces of 
childhood, they almoſt univerſally teazed her 
by extending their little filthy hands, and 
petitioning for a farding, in voices of ſuch 
whimpering diſcordance that her ear was 
tortured by the ſound. 
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Roſella, though uncommonly fond of 
children, could not prevail upon herſelf to 
careſs theſe; and with her friend ſhe gene- 
rally reſumed her journey in diſappointment. 


« I muft remove ſtill further from the 
murky ſouth,” ejaculated Miſs Beauclerc; 
J have not yet attained thoſe regions, 
where noble ſimplicity and genuine hoſpita- 
lity of foul urge a peaſant to ſet before 


the paſſing ſtranger his choiceſt flock of 


tood and beverage, cloathe the luckleſs 
B 4 wanderer: 
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wanderer in his raiment, and ſerve him 
with the hard- earned fruit of his toll.“ 


In conſulting the book of roads ſhe had 
taken with her, ſhe purſued her way in 
preference through Vorkſhire, and arrived 
on the fourth day from leaving the metro- 
polis, at Greta- bridge, where the wild aſpect 
of the country and the apparent ruſticity 
of the inhabitants induced her to pauſe. 
From this town Roſella and herſelf made 
little excurſions to the neighbouring places 


the rich valley of Swale to Wenſeley Dale, 
they were peculiarly charmed with a ſpot in 


where they ſtopped to take refreſhment. It 
was ſheltered from the bleak winds that 
{weep over the caſtern ocean, by an irregular 
chain of hills, riſing, as Miſs Beauclerc had 
often read in the page of fiction, majeſtic, 
wild, and romantic ; at their baſe ran a clear 
and rapid ftream, which loudly murmured 
tO 


which could boaſt the allurement of natural 
beauty; and in one of their rides through 


which was fituated a thatch-roofed inn, 


10 
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o find its progreſs ſometimes impeded by 
fragments of rock either time or the war 
of elements had hurled from the ſurround- 
ing heights ; a {mall bridge of a fingle arch 
roſe over the river, which, a few paces further, 
flowed round the foot of a precipice in a plea- 
fing curvature, and was for a time loſt to the 
eye by an overſnadowing grove of hazle- trees, 


the well-known haunt of all the village 


ſwains and laſſes for five. miles round. But 
theſe were not the ſole attractions of the 
ſpot to the enthuſiaſtic fancy of Miſs Beau- 
clerc the grove, when ſeen from the op- 
polite bank of the ſtream, diſcloſed the 
white chimney and part of the roof of the 
little manſion to which ſhe had been con- 
ducted, which thus viewed, might, without 
any indecorum of idea, have formed a retreat 
for the moſt captivating and ill- treated 
young lady that ever took refuge from the 
purſuit of lovers, or the calumnies of the 
world. A white chimney and thatched roof 
peeping out of a grove encircled by immenſe 
rocks, margined by a daſhing fiream! !!! 
B 5 I fee. 
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« J feel fo much fatigued,” faid | Miſs 
Beauclerc to Simpſon, as ſhe returned from 
a delightful ramble, that I will have the 


Horſes again taken from the carriage; and if 


the people here can accommodate us for aday 
or two with tolerable convenience, I will lay 
by a little, and recruit my ſtrength before I 
proceed further on my journey.” 


Simpſon, whoſe old bones had been vehe- 
mently diſcompoſed by a continued and wea- 
Tying motion of ſo many days, exceſſively 
approved the propoſal, and haſtened to give 
orders, and make the neceſſary enquines ; 
whilſt Rolelia,. happy as youth, health, and 
innocence could make her, was fatisfied 
either to advance or repoſe, as her friend 
thought proper. 


The inn, if it might be dignified with 
the title, was diſcovered to contain a tole- 
rable lodging room, furniſhed with two old- 
-faſhioned beds, that appeared to have made 

a heavy impreſſion upon the ancient floor, 
£ which 
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which evidently ſunk in the places where 
they ſtood. This, however, might have 
been a fault in the grand conſtruction of the 
building; for the ſurface of the boards was 
ſo exceedingly uneven, that a Noctambulo 
might very well have ſuppoſed himſelf 
aſcending to the turrets of an old caſtle, or 
deſcending to its caverns without moving 
from the precincts of his bed-room. This 
could not fail to prove an inconvenience to 
any fair heroine who paces her chamber after 
the extinction of her midnight lamp; but 
fortunately Miſs Beauclerc overlooked the 
circumſtance, becauſe the window, which 
was a little ſhattered and crazy, happened 
to be a real, original, green glaſſed, ſmall 
ſquared .caſement, encircled by a creeping 


plant whole firſt ſhoots were juſt expanding; 


and though they could not be miſtaken for 


the ſweet - briar, or the vine, or the twiſted 


eglantine,” yet at the moment Miſs Beau- 

clerc put her head out of the little window, 

a {ſparrow neſtled amidſt the budding leaves, 

and chirupped with great glee. + eg 
= | 


— 
—— 


me 


Such a ſweet rural welcome inſtantly de- 
cided her ſtay at this charmingly retired ſpot 
for at leaſt a week, and in a quarter of an 


oE ** * Y » 7 9 
. ; 5 ih 4% 
bet” bg, . * | Py 
Ix * * , 44 
9 9 - s 
r 
Ne Re * . 
pe IN 


+ — 8 
e eee 
1 e * 

x * 


eſtabliſhed in their new quarters. 


— 


. 


They aroſe the next morning with alacrity, 
to wander amidſt the mountains that ſur- 
rounded them, and gaze over the wild and 
deep vallies they overhung. Miſs Beauclerc 
was now 1n the haven of her expectations ; 
but not having been accuſtomed to theſe 
' wandering delights, after having walked ſome 
time ſhe felt much fatigued, and ſeated her- 
ſelt en heroine upon a fragment of rock. 


A few yards beneath her the river mur- 
mured over its craggy bed, and on the fur- 
ther banks ſtood the ruins of a mill half hid 
by trees that grew in luxuriant wildneſs upon 
tbe ſeep aſcent that formed a background 
to the delerted building. Mails Beauclerc 
ew a book from her pocket; and indulged 
Helf in the pleaſure of read:1g the moun- 
\ 6 tainous 


hour Roſella and herſelf were completely 


ti 
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tainous adventures of a moſt mountain 
loving damſel, in a ſpot ſo congenial: whilſt 
Roſella, delighted with the ſemblance of 
freedom ſhe now enjoyed, and charmed with 
every paſling gale that kiſſed her glowing 
cheek, flew from cliff to cliff, inhaling the 
freſhneſs of the early morning, and expreſſ- 
ing the fulneſs of her contentment in {miles 
and geſtures of delight. Miſs Beauclerc 
often raiſed her eyes from her book, to mark 
her ſtep, now rapid from the impulſe of 
curioſity, now arreſted by wonder and pleaſed 
attention, and thought that her lovely figure 
highly adorned the ſcene. At length her 
friend obſerved her running with more than 
common ſpeed ; and ſtrongly biaſſed by the 
tenor of her immediate ſtudies, expected, 
with mingled horror and palpitating rapture, 
to fee her purſued by twenty lurking han- 
ditti at leaſt, in green velvet caps, with 
plumes of yellows and black doublets and 
hoſe trimmed with ſcarlet ; ſhe even pictured 
to herſelf the Tgures of the hveried ſpoilers 
3:4 
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all ſo tall and muſcular, armed with arque- 
buſſes and long ſabres. 


Roſella reached her, however, without 
purſuit, but ſo extremely out of breath, 
that it was ſeveral minutes before ſhe could 

— articulate that ſhe had ſeen a man on the 
ſummit of the further rock, ſometimes walk- 
ing very quickly, at others as ſlowly, talking 
to himſelf in a very diſturbed manner, and 


often ſtriking his hand upon his forehead 
with frantic agitation. Miſs Beauclerc liſt- 
encd in eager attention, but looked round | 

in vain for the hero. 5 , 


J was frightened at his vehement mo- 


tions,” continued Roſella ; © yet- he has 8 
not the appearance I imagine a madman to t! 
have, nor does he look like a robber, but fe 
there was ſomething very ſtrange in his h 
manner.” | | | 
Is he handſome?” aſked Miſs Beau- 
clerc, haſtily; forgetting, at that inſtant, all W 
Caution and reſerve in the tranſporting hope in, 


of 
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of meeting with an adventure worthy the 
ſublimeſt efforts of her pen. | 
« did not oblerve his face,” replied - 
Roſella. N 
« Was he in the habit of a gentleman ?” 
Roſella believed fo; © He looked un- 
happy,” ſhe added, and as if he had 
committed an action he repented.“ 

* No, my love, ſaid Mis Beauclere, 
ſagely, I rather think he has ſuffered 
wrong than done wrong; which way did he 
take?“ 

I believe he came this way ; ſhall WE 
return to breakfaſt ?” 


Miſs Beauclerc aſſented; but lingered ſo 
repeatedly, and looked behind her ſo often, 
that it became evident to Roſella ſhe had no 
fear, at leaſt, ob the bugbear her own appre- 
henſions had rendered formidable. 


At a turning of the path they fallowed, 
which bent in ſudden curves with the wind- 
ings of the river, the object, whoſe approach 

was 
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was ſo much deſired, and ſo much depre- 
cated, unexpectedly appeared: he ſtarted, and 


regarding Miſs Beauclerc and her voung 


companion with earneſt, but momentary 


glances, paſſed on. Roſella felt her heart 
palpitate when ſhe diſcerned the moody 


wildneſs of his eye; but his quiet departure 
relieved her, and preſſing the arm of her 


friend, ſhe whiſpered her ſatisfaction at it. 


The ftranger turned at this moment to 


ſurvey them once more, and his attention 


was arreſted by the countenance of Roſella, 
which was turned full upon him : he ſtood 


da few {ſeconds without motion, and then 


perceiving the alarm he had occaſioned, 
advanced with an air of eaſy politeneſs, 
whilſt he addreſſed them in a manner gentle 
and infinuating : I hope,” ſaid he, I 
am not a ſubject of terror to you, ladies?“ 


The unexpected change in his coun- 
tenance, and the tone of his voice, which 


was calculated to quiet apprehenſion, revived 
| | the 
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the courage of Roſella, and the fugitive 
dimples again returned to her cheeks, while 
Miſs Beauclerc interchanged with the ſtran- 
ger the compliments of the morning: and 


he probably conceiving that the romantic 


beauty of the ſpot which marked the ren- 
contre, and its remoteneſs from the grand 
centre of etiquette and eſtabliſhed ceremo- 
nials, would authorize the freedom of con- 
tinuing the converſation, ſauntered with 
them towards their little habitation, which 
Miſs Beauclerc had ſoon an opportunity of 
pointing out to him as being ſuch. 

The ſtranger enquired how long ſhe had 
honored ſuch a cottage by becoming its 
inmate, and proceeded to queſtion her, but 
without any appearance of impertinent cu- 


rioſity, concerning the route by which ſhe 


had arrived at it. On learning that her com- 
panion and herſelf had recently quitted the 
metropolis, he eagerly aſked the news of 


the day; but Miſs Beauclerc profeſſed to 


have 


— 
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have paid' little attention to the political or 


domeſtic reports in circulation at the mo- 


ment of her journey. 


They were now near the hotellerie, and 


Simpſon, who had with ſome difficulty pro- 
cured materials for breakfaſt, was looking 
out for the return of the ladies; and the 
ſtranger on obſerving him, haſtily bade fare- 
well to his fair affociates, and hurried back 
the way he came, without waiting for the 
invitation that hung upon the lips of Mails 
Beauclerc, that he would join their repaſt. 


This man has a very intereſting counte- 
nance,” ſaid ſhe to Roſella, when they 
were ſeated at the breakfaſt table; he has 
certainly too the moſt captivating manners 
I ever beheld!“ | 

He appeared good-humoured,” return- 
ed ſhe, but I thought his gaiety ſeemed 


forced: he ſometimes ſtarted and looked 


round him, I obſerved, with a very diſturbed 
aſpect.” © 
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« He was merely abſent,” replied Miſs 
Beauclerc ; * he has probably ſome painful 
recollections haunting his mind, or has 
reaſons powerful and imperious, that impel 
him to refiſt the ſoft ſenſations now pervad- 
ing his breaſt for the firſt time.” 


The entrance of old Simpſon with poſt 
letters, which a meſſenger had been diſpatch- 
ed to Greta-bridge in purſuit of, prevented 
Roſella from obtaining an explanation of 
her friend's laſt words ; and the novelty of 
ſeeing a letter addreſſed to her, effaced them 
entirely from her memory : ſhe eagerly 


opened it, whilſt Miſs Beauclerc, unfolding 


a large packet of writing, exclaimed, 


* Amiable Selina!“ how active to gratify. - 
your ablent friend ! 1 could ſcarcely have 


expected ſuch a pleaſing mark of attach- 
ment until tomorrow.“ 3 


The correſpondent of Roſella proved to 
be the accompliſhed Miſs Livia, who wrote, 


ſhe ſaid, becauſe her mamma ordered her to 
| do 
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do ſo; not thatſhe had any thing particular 


to ſay, only that her croſs papa had broke her 
piano- forte to pieces, and turned Mr. Strum 
out of the houſe ; and that Mr. Povey had 
run away and hid himſelf, and nobody could 
find him for above a week ; fo his uncle 


had been in a fine fright, and had bought 


him a commiſſion in the Guards, or elſe Mr. 
Povey threatened to enliſt himſelf, to ſpite 
the old man. 


All this e intelligence was read 


by Roſella with more indifference than the 


concluſion of the epiſtle, in which Miſs 
Livia begged ſhe would anſwer her letter, 
and tell her all the news ſhe could think of, 
in return for her own communications; a 
taſk Roſeila would moſt willingly have ex- 
cuſed herſelf from undertaking. 


When Miſs Beauclerc had very attentively 


peruſed her voluminous epiſtle from the 


moſt amiable Selina, ſhe prepared with more 


than uſual glee and good-will to-write her, 


in 
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in the words of Livia, all the news ſhe could 
think of; and choſe, as the moſt eligible 
ſituation for an occupation ſo important, 
the rural window of her own chamber, which 
afforded her a hint for the following amuſing, | 
novel, and moſt heroic paragraph :— 
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« I am now, my kind and gentle friend, 5 
ſeated at the little caſement of my humble 2 
apartment, which offers the moſt enchanting 5 
proſpect of varied beauty, the moſt delight- A 
ful and admired landſcape writer ever diſ . 
ſected. My beautiful Roſella, that darling 
girl, is now adorned with more than her ; 
uſual lovelineſs, amuſing herielf by playing 
with the children of our honeſt hoſt and 
hoſteſs on the ruſtic lawn before the door” — 
this was actually the caſe “ I will now 
therefore, comply with your earneſt requeſt 
to learn our adventures. a 4 


— 


—̃ ———— 


2 KRosELLA. 


Miſs Beauclerc now pauſed in her career 
of narrative; and at this moment the fair 
ſubject of her eloquent pen called to her to 
ſay that ſhe was going to walk a little way 
with the children, who, encouraged by her 
careſſes, importuned her in an accent ſhe 
could ſcarcely comprehend, to go with them 
to ſome place ſhe could not diſtinguiſh the 

name of: but they pointed to the road up 
the hill, and entreated ſo earneſtly, that 
Roſella was as eager to gratify them, as they | t. 
could be to receive gratification. Miſs | 
Beauclerc readily aſſented, in the hope that A 9 
ſhe might again meet the my/terious ftranger, | Y 
and thus continue the adventure in ſtyle ; 
and Roſella immediately ſuffered her little 
companions, a girl and a boy, who appeared 
about four or five years old, to lead her 
forward. 
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They took a path leading to an eminence 
that overlooked the chimnies of the dimi— a 
nutive manſion they quitted ; and the heat 
; of the ſun, joined to the fatigue of aſcending 
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rL!an almoſt perpendicular ſteep, made the way 
- ſeem long to Roſella; but her aſſociates 
o climbed up very nimbly, with a fearleſs 
y dexterity that proclaimed they had been 
r | accuſtomed to the taſk, and very much 
| approved it. At. length they arrived at the 
. ſummit of the hill, the little girl holding 
1e Roſclla by the hand, the boy leading the 
p way in a full trot, which he was obliged, 
at however, to flacken every other minute, 
y | that he might allow his ſiſter and her pro- 
& = zefrice to overtake him; and in another 
5 quarter of an hour they reached the goal at 
5 which their infantine wiſhes pointed. 

8 It was a very forlorn little cottage, raiſed 
. againſt a mountain's ſide, with a level of 
1 about ſix feet before it, from whence any 


deſpairing perſonage might, with the ſmall- 

eſt trouble, precipitate themſelves ſeveral 

— fathoms, without danger of breaking their 
= deſcent, except from a few jutting craigs, 
it that might perchance have ſuſpended a woe- 
| worn 
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worn lover between heaven and earth, 


ſpectacle for gods and men.“ 


The children ran into the hut, the door 


of which was open, whilſt Roſella found 


her attention too much engaged by the 
tremendous beauties of the place to follow 
them: no poetic deſcription of roaring 
cataracts, cloud-capt hills, and yawning 
abyſſes came to her afliſtance, or aided her 
to give birth to her admiration and aſtoniſh- 
ment; no elegant ſoliloquy, uttered in a 
melodious voice, directed a liſtening ſwain 
to the ſpot her animated ſatisfaction was 
ſtrongly but ſilently expreſſed. No touch 
of a die- away lute, no ſilver tones of 


celeſtial flute or oboe announced the ap- 


proach of the myſterious ranger; yet the 
myſterious ſtranger at this moment ap- 
proached, to gaze perhaps unſcen upon the 
lovely figure of the fair angel he had ſo 
unexpectedly encountered in the early morn- 
ing! Ye gods, no! he approached to 
depoſit a ſhirt in Molly Spanger's 

waſh- tub 


of delineating them. 
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waſh- tub, and with a mind en wholly 
intent upon breaking his faſt with the oaten 
cakes and ſkimmed milk in Molly Pans 
ger's larder. | 


Gentle genius of romance, he appealed ! 


The recognition was made on either fide in 


due form; Roſella looked round, the myſ- 
terious ſtranger ſtarted ; Roſella bluſhed, 
the ſtranger bowed; ſhe ſmiled, and he forgot 


his twofold errand, approached her with 
courtly eaſe, and having expreſſed much 


pleaſure at this ſecond meeting, pointed out 
to her more immediate obſervation the molt 
prominent features in the landſcape, in the 
terms of an amateur of the beauties of 
nature, and enquired if ſhe was in the habit 


Roſella replied that ſhe was not, fe 
ſhe had more inclination than genius for fo 


charming an employment; but the ſtranger 


declared himſelf incredulous of the affer- 
tion, and expreſſed a wiſh to fee her make 
i. C an 
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an eſſay of her art in tracing the ſcenery 


that ſurrounded them. Roſella had how- 
ever the modeſt opinion of her ability which 
the profeſſed, and perſiſting in affirming it, 
the ſtranger at length reluctantly yielded to 
her deciſion, and changed the ſubject of 
converſation from an art to a ſcience. Muſic 
was now his theme : having ſpoken of thoſe 
inſtruments in uſe in the female world of 
faſhion, and gathered from her replies how 
far ſhe was miſtreſs of them“ There is,” 
ſaid he, « a charming echo not more than 
fifty paces from this ſpot, which I think 
would produce a fine effect, if called forth 
by the modulations of a voice ſuch as 1 
judge you poſſeſs: you plead guilty,” con- 
tinued he, ſmiling, will you allow me to 
conduct you to the © airy cell” of the 
& unſeen nymph ?” 


Roſella was on the point of complying ; 
but a ſudden idea of impropriety intervened, 
and after a moment of heſitation, ſhe excu- 
ſed herſelf by faying ſhe had two little 


co mpanions 
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companions in the cottage, who might miſs 
her if ſhe left the door. The ſtranger bow- 
ed his head with an air that ſeemed to ſay he 
comprehended her motive, and allowed it. 
In the moment of filence that enſued, his 
countenance loſt its tranquil eaſe ; he gazed 
round him as if he had awakened out of a 
dream, and every feature underwent a ſud- 
den convulfion. Roſella, much alarmed, 
immediately entered the hut which contain- 
ed only its youthful viſiters; but ſhe felt 
even their preſence a protection, and having 
recovered from the panic that had ſeized her, 
ſhe had leiſure to obſerve their actions: the 
boy was mounted upon a ſtool, endeavour- 
ing to open an old beaufet, which refuſed to 
obey his efforts; and the girl then told her 
in melancholy accents, that Molly was gone 
out, and the nuts were locked up. | 


« Since it is ſo,” replied Roſella, © we 
will return home ; for I ſhould be ſorry to 
be a party in carrying off the leaſt portion 
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of your friend Molly's treaſures in my firſt 
viſit to her habitation, and in her abſence.” 


% 


The boy very unwillingly gave up his pur- 
ſuit, -and at her defire followed her out of 


the cottage. Roſella looked round for the 
ſtranger, but he had vaniſhed. © How odd 
was his conduct!“ thought ſhe; I with 
I had bidden him farewell ! Perhaps he was 


offended, or hurt at my abrupt retreat.“ 


At her return to the hotellerie, ſhe found 
that Miſs Beauclerc had laid by her writing, 
and was waiting her appearance with ſome 
impatience; the fact was, that ſhe had ex- 
hauſted her materials for the narrative to 
her gentle Selina, and having been compelled 


to leave her unknown hero in the act of 


breathing his firſt complement of ſighs in 
honor of Roſella's charms, ſhe was eager to 
procure the further information ſhe had no 
doubt of obtaining in conſequence of this 
ſecond peregrination. 


Roſella 


lla 
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Roſella having delivered the children to 
the care of their mother, haſtened to attend 
the ſummons of her friend, and being very 
cloſely queſtioned, contrived to recollect the 
principal part of the converſation which had 
paſſed between herſelf and the myſterious 
ſtranger ; but ſhe was far from being able 
to relate every word of it, and apply the 
appropriate geſtures, with the copious ac- 


curacy that always accompanies the aſtoniſh- 


ing narratives of thoſe heroines with never- 
failing memories, who contrive to recal every 


thought and word of their childhood, and 


recollect every ſentiment, ſentence, and ſingle 
expreſſion of all their friends and all their 
foes, their papas, their lovers, their nurſes, 
and their waiting-damſels. 


'L 


Miſs Beauclerc was however extremely 


well ſatisfied with the account ſhe obtained 


from Roſella, and the hiſtory for the peruſal 
of the gentle Selina went on à merville: The 
remainder of this momentous day was paſſed, 
as the lady herſelf expreſſed it, in“ neee 
Cc 3 ſerenity 3” 
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ſerenity ;”” that is, Miſs Beauclerc wrote her 
intereſting narrative, and read another equal- 
ly intereſting from the large packet of books 
ſhe had brought with her from her Circu- 
lating Library; and Roſella, for lack of 
ſomething better to do, played with the 
children, and taught them their letters. 


CHAP. II. 
orm, and a dif, COVErY« A hero's retirement. 


Ox the following morning Miſs Beauclerc 
by no means forgot to repeat her early walk 
with Roſella : ſhe would not lead exactly to 
the ſame ſpot, but ſhe was careful to paſs 
near it, in the hope of ſurpriſing her newly 
found hero in the firſt delightful meditations 
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of love. Her watch had informed her that 


when ſhe quitted her chamber it was but 


ſix o'clock ; and the ſun had long diſſol ved 
the liquid gems that hung upon the moun- 
tain foliage, when Roſella quite fatisfied 
with the length of her ramble, talked" of 
her own hunger, arid her friend's wet ſhoes. 
But Miſs Beauclerc affected for ſome time 
not to attend to theſe hints, and her per- 
ſeverance was at laſt rewarded by the appears 
ance of the myſterious youth ; he was accoms 
panied by a very beautiful French pointer; 
who gave loud notice of the approach of the 


ladies. His maſter ſtarted, turned haſtily 


to them, and bowed with a e air, but 
a not. 185 


Miſs Beauclerc, ſecretly diſappointed, and 
rather offended that no ſymptom of rapture 
ſhould eſcape him at ſuch a fortunate ren- 
contre, returned the ſilent ſalutation, and 
taking the arm of Rolella, paſſed on. The 
path they were deſcending was ſmooth and 
flippery, and Miſs Beauclerc either did, or 

C 4 . ey 
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pretended to make a falſe ſtep, which nearly 
brought her totheground ;—theexclamation 
Roſella uttered, caught the ear of the ſtran- 
ger, who diſcerned in the countenance of the 
lady the pain which the perſuaded herſelf 
the accident occaſioned her, and he politely 
offered to aſſiſt her to the bottom of the 
hill. 


Of courſe they were not mute as they 
proceeded : Miſs Beauclerc profeſſed her 
obligation for the attention of the ſtranger, 
who in return ſummoned his native gallantry 
to his aid, and talked of being much indebted 
to chance for his preſent enviable ſituation. 
On fight of their little habitation, Roſella, 
unconſcious of the dignity of heroiſm, ex- 
preſſed a moſt vulgar inclination for her 
breakfaſt ; and Miſs Beauclerc recollecting 
the haſte with which her ſupporter had 
' retreated the preceding day, ſeized the op- 
portunity of inviting him to partake their 
meal. He declined the honor in terms of 
regret, 
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regret, but without aſſigning any motive for 
his refulal. | CET. 


« Perhaps,” faid Roſella innocently, 
« {ome other time will be more convenient 
; 4 
to you?“ = 


He bowed in ſilence. 


I cannot be ſo indecorous,” thought 
Miſs Beauclerc, to urge him further.“ 


At this moment the dog, who had followed 
his maſter's ſteps very cloſely, paſſed him, 
and ran forward, barking violently : the 
ſtranger called him back in a tone of anger, 
and as the poor little creature returned, 
menaced him with a blow. 


“ Oh don't beat him!“ exclaimed Ro- 
ſella eagerly, and ſhe ſtooped to careſs the 


animal, who crouched in terror; its maſter 


colored violently, and with a concihating 
action invited 2 reconciliation, ; 
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« Poor Pet!“ cried he with a thoughtful 
look, „ you have not been accuſtomed to 


rough treatment!“ 


« Is his name Pet ?” aſked Roſella; 3; * - 
I ſee he has been uſed to wear a col lar; Bas 
he loſt it?“ 


The ſtranger appeared confuſed, and an- 


ſwered with heſitation that he had. 


Miſs Beauclerc loſt not one word or 4 
ſingle tint of the changes in the countenance 
of the unknown youth, and had formed 
a variety of conjectures concerning this 
Pet of declining intereſt, which ſhe conclu- 
ded had been the gift of ſome fair favorite, 


whoſe image in the ſtranger's heart, had 


been ſuperſeded by the more lovely one of 


Roſella. Before the ladies reached the inn, 


he ſuddenly ſtopped, and withdrawing his 


arm from Miſs Beauclerc, bade her good 


morning, and caſting an expreſſive glance 
of cordiality at her companion, left them 
pitately, followed by poor Pet, who 
5 - 


of 


as 
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often looked back on his fair protectreſs 1 
as he trotted away. | ; 


«© This is very myſterious !”” exclaimed 
Miſs Beauclerc ; © how ſtrange that he 
ſhould' again turn —_ exactly at this 
ſpot!“ 

* In ſpite of his vehemence in correcting 
his little dog,” ſaid Roſella, „he appears 
amiable, eſpecially when he ſhakes off that 
melancholy which ſeems to attend him. He 
ays Pet is not uſed to rough treatment; 
: ſhould like to know if the animal has. 

always been his.” 

It will not be eaſily diſcovered, I ſhould 
imagine,“ ſaid Miſs Beauclerc, © for he is 
wonderfully cautious; and the myſtery of 
the dog is not likely ſoon to be unravelled.“ 

« What myftery do you allude to?” 
aſked Roſella, in ſome ſurpriſe. 

« A myſtery time will unde un- 


veil to our eyes,” reſumed the lady, and 


we muſt wait the elucidation” of it with 
Patience.“ | 
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Roſella readily agreed to have all the 
patience required; and juſt at that moment 
catching a view of Simpſon, demanded if 


the breakfaft were ready. Whilſt ſhe was 
employed in making it, her thoughts revert- 


ed inſenſibly to the ſtranger, and after ſome 


amuſing, ſhe concluded that his mind mult 


be a little difordered—a circumſtance the 


people of the houſe could aſcertain, if he 


reſided in the neighbourhood ; and ſhe 
mentioned her conjecture to- her friend, wha 
agreed that Simpſon ſhould make ſome 
enquiries of the landlord. No one 1n the 
houſe, however, could give any information 


. of the young man, though Roſella deſcribed 


both the maſter and the dog very minutely ; 


and as Miſs Beauclerc fully expected he 


would. ſtill remain e Incognito, in ſpite of 
every effort that could be made to diſcover 
who he was, ſhe was not ſurpriſed or cha- 
grined that her ſuſpicions were juſt. The 


firſt part of her journal, which contained 


numberleſs ſurmiſes concerning the deve- 
lopement of the adventure, had already 
BY been 
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been ſent off by a ſpecial meſſenger to the 
neareſt poſt town, from whence ſhe was now 
awaiting the arrival of ſeveral articles of 
travelling appendage, for which ſhe had writ- 
ten four days back; and as the commiſſion 
had been given to the indefatigable Selina, 
ſhe knew the execution of it would not be 
delayed. | 


Roſella, not having the ſame expedient az 
her friend to wear out the lagging hours, and 
not chuſing, from an intuitive motive of 
delicacy, to repeat her ramble with her little 
playfellows, began to grow rather weary of 
this divine retreat, in which ſentiment, fo 
little partaking of the ſublimity of heroiſm, 
ſhe was heartily joined by old Simpſon, who 
now found himſelf better able to continue 
flying after his Lady's tantrums, as he pri- 
vately expreſſed himſelf, and had quarrelled 
with his wretched cock-loft and his torlorn 
pallet bed. 


=y 


In! the courſe of the morning, the courier 
N Miſs Beauclerc had employed, returned with 
4 a large 
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a large trunk brought by a ſtage "T8 Lon- 


don; and the man had hired a cart to convey * 
it from the town where it had been left. 


Roſella, charmed with the proſpect of paſſing 
an hour in ſome kind of employment, ſolt- 
cited to unpack it ; and Miſs Beauclerc rea- 


dily conſenting, it was taken to their cham- 
| ber immediately. 


„ 


Amidſt a variety of books, writing- paper, 


ſheets, pillow-caſes, &c. Roſella drew out. 


ſome newſpapers, and recollected that the 
ſtranger had enquired the news of the day 
with conſiderable anxiety ; ſhe renewed the 
circumſtance in the remembrance of her 
friend, and with her uſual alacrity to confer 
a benefit, aſked if the papers might not be 
conveyed to him. 


« He may,” replied Miſs Beauclerc, “ have 


reaſons very important for concealing him 


ſelf, and we ſhould perhaps do him an injury 


by expoſing him to the notice of any one; 


and yet the intelligence he might gain from 
theſe 


* 


* 
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theſe papers might be eſſentially uſeful to 
him. I think, my dear Roſella, you may 
without any danger to yourſelf take them 
to wat hut you viſited yeſterday ; and if 
the woman has any knowledge of him, ſhe 
will take charge of the packet for him; even 
if ſhe has _ you may perhaps. meet him 


by the way.” 27 e 
„ haftily; 1 


0 hope not, 
tbink he did not ſeem inclined to {peak to 
us this morning; he may think me imper- 
tinent or officious.“ 
What a ridiculous apprehenſion!“ in- 
terrupted Miſs Bzauclerc, who, in her ex- 


treme eagerneſs to purſue this deligatful 
adventure, entirely loſt fight of decorum. 
Take the children with you, and leave the 
papers at the cottage, with an injunction to 
the woman to preſent thera to the gentleman, 
if ſhe ſhould ſee him wandering in her neigh- 
bourhood. I am fatigued and buſy, or 1 
would accompany you. It is probable that 
you will merit the thanks of this poor man by 

| tlie 
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the Fort: an 31 am ſorry to obſerve that 
you ac her unwilling to make it.“ 


Roſella, perceiving that her friend $oke 
with a gravity ſhe ſeldom uſed to her, in- 
ſtantly prepared to obey her, though with a 
. reluctance ſhe could not conquer. She put 
the papers up, and deſcended to enquire for 
her little companions : the boy ſhe learned, 
was abſent from home, but the girl, who 


was the younger of the two, very eagerly 


accepted her invitation to walk to Molly 
- Spanger's cottage, and ſeizing the hand of 
Roſella, led the way up the path, talking 
all the way © of the nuts locked up in the 
cupboard, which Molly had promiſed to 
give her when ſhe came to ſee her.” 


Roſella was diverted with her prattle, and 


almoſt forgot the unwillingneſs with which 
ſhe had undertaken her commiſſion, in the 
pleaſantneſs of the walk, which received no 
check, as on the preceding day, from the 


too great fervor of the ſun: the harebell | 


j and 
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REY” violet began to unfold their humble 
beauties, and ſcent the paſſing gale with 


renovating ſweets, and the blackbird made 


the wooded precipices reverberate his clear 


and mellow note. 


« This is charming | P? ejaculated Roſella; 


« 1] am again reconciled to the place.” 


She had now reached the brow of the 


mountain, and her little guide looking round 
with much perplexity, exclaimed, © Where's 
Molly's houſe ?” - 
To the left,” anſwered Roſella, * we 
have not come wrong, I hope.” 5 
« Johnnie knows the way, cried the 
child; Johnnie always comes with Molly.“ 


A 


And did not you?“ enquired Roſella. 


No, only once; Johnnie knows the 
way beſt,” 


Roſella now began to fear that this aſſer- 
tion was too true ; for ſhe had turned to the 


left, as on her firſt vifit to the hut, but 
could 


an ROSELIL A. 


could not obſerve one object which ſhe then 
recollected to have remarked. © We have 
loſt our way, Patty,“ ſaid ſhe. 
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but made no reply; and Roſella, rather 
chagrined, yet without any fear of recover- 
ing her track, endeavored- to remedy the 
error by turning into another path, in which 
ſhe walked for ſome time ; ſtill, however, no 
cottage greeted her view. We have loſt 
our way, indeed, repeated the, 

Can't we never 80 back r ?” aſked 
Patty. a . 


on but we muſt have a little patience.” 


agerieved voice. 
Already!“ exclaimed Roſella ; © no, 


tired till you go home.” 
l hungry ! ” reſumed Patty, balf cry- 


ing. 
Roſella 


The child looked gravely up in her face, : 


&« Oh yes, "” returned Roſella cheerfully * 


I tired!” cried the child in a {till more 


no, you are not tired os you will not be 


re] 
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Roſella was by this time alarmed ; for in 
endeavoring to regain the right path, ſhe. 
inſenſibly found herſelf in the moſt wild and 
dreary range of mountains, which ſeemed 


e, reared by ſome enchanter to guard from 
er human eye, the agitated ſtream that ruſhed 
— with rapid and noiſy violence in the deep glen 
he beneath. © What ſhall I do?” exclaimed 
ch ſhe in extreme anxiety. A 
10 dry!“ was now the burthen of poor 
{t Patty's ſong. 
„ Have patience, my good little Patty,“ 
2d repeated her companion; © tell me, is there 
any other cottage near Molly's ?? 
K I don't Know-I dry! ?“ | 
re Roſella looked round her, ſhe looked down 
the precipice before her, and gazed upwards 
on towards the mountain's ſummits, but nei- 
e ther hut nor hovel rewarded the ſearch : ſhe 
| diſcovered, however, that the clouds rolled 
in black and angry over her defenceleſs head, 


and thought ſhe heard them breaking at a 
diſtance againſt the craggy rocks in low 
a ; peals 


1 4 RoskELLA. 
| 4 peals of thunder, Nor were her fears | bu 
T1 groundleſs; in a few moments a louder exy | wa 
{4 ploſion ſaluted her ſhrinking ear, and the | for 
1 > innumerable echos of the place continued | me 
| the fearful ſound, till Roſella imagined the TOC 
{2 elements were returning to their original it 
3 chaos.—*< I frightened !“ ſcreamed Patty; att 
| and her companion could ſcarcely ſooth im 
1 her fears, for her own were almoſt as potent. ele 
ih wi 
#4 At length, whilſt the laſt echo was loſing | riv 
14 itſelf in diſtant air, a vivid: flaſh of light- | 
5 ning, the prelude of another ſhock, illumined | 
iy the darkened ſcene, and pointed out to her tal 
1 view the waves of the torrent foaming againſt the 
1 the rocks, and riſing in ungoverned fury to wh 
. a height incredible. The thunder was more th. 
| loud and tremendous than before; and the ane 
piercing ſcreams of the terrified child added cip 
to her diſtreſs and horror. | eve 
| fat 
„What will become of us! where ſhall an: 
I turn for ſhelter !' exclaimed ſhe; and me 
taking the arm of little Patty, who was ly” 


burying 


9 7 Re 
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burying her face in her gown, ſhe went for⸗ 
ward, though dreadfully appalled by the 
forked lightning, that darted with an angled 
movement from one point to another of the 
rocks that ſurrounded her; in one inſtant. 
it was playing over her head, in another, 
attracted to the craig beneath her. An 
immenſe arm of a tree, ſplintered off by its 
electric ſtroke, fell from the mountain's top 
with a dreadful craſh, into the bed of the 
river, {weeping every thing before it. 


Roſella believing that the whole moun- 
tain was giving way to the ſtorm, flew with 
the precipitation fear alone could give, and 
which equally winged poor Patty's little feet, 
through the brakes that encompaſſed her, 


and left the dreadful view, both of the pre- 


cipice and torrent, behind her. Still how- 
ever, ſhe ran, and the child forgetting 
fatigue, hunger, and thirſt, with ſome affiſt- 
ance kept pace with her, and in a few mo- 
ments {uddenly cried out There's Mol- 
ly's houſe !” The eyes of Roſella followed 

her 


— at one a 
* . - A 
— — 4 . 
- LT 
7 * 


—— 


46 ROSELLA. 


her pointing finger, and diſcovered, not 
Molly's, but a ſtill more miſerable hut, to 
which, however, ſhe gladly haſtened. Hav- 
ing reached it, ſhe endeayored to let herſelf 
in; but the door was faſtened, and a dog 
within gave notice of the attempt. Roſella, 
glad to find the place inhabited,” rapped for 
admittance. * Open a door,” cried Patty, 
Avet!“ 1 995 


Nobody obeyed this peremptory ſum- 


mons, and Rolella knocked harder againſt 


the inhoſpitable little manſion, expreſſing 
aloud a wiſh to ſtay only during the ſtorm, 
which appeared every moment to increaſe. 
The dog redoubled his barking at this 


ſecond application, and a haſty ſtep towards 


the door announced that it was fucceſsful. 


It opened and Roſella beheld the my/- 
zerious ſtranger acting as porter, and Pet 


in propria perſona, as ſentinel : yet it did 


not occur to her that the incident was at all 
remarkable, as ſhe immediately ſuppoſed 
both dog and maſter had, like herſelf, ſought 

ſhelter 


Ccn 
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ſhelter in the hut againſt the ſtorm, She 
felt, however, embarraſſed in what manner 
to make known the motive which had 
brought her into ſo unpleaſant a predica- 
ment; for the ſtranger, inſtead of expreſſ- 
ing apprehenſion at the danger ſhe had en- 
countered, and the complete drenching of 
her garments, inſtead of congratulating her 
on having found a ſhelter, imperfect though 
it was, ſtood before her as if every faculty 
had been ſuſpended, in utter confuſion and 
diſmay. | 


« The rain is ſtill very violent,” faid 


Roſella in a timid accent, after a ſilence of 


ſome minutes, which he attempted not to 
break; and 1 ak the thunder ap- 


proaches {till nearer,” 


No reply from the 8 = pores 
unconſcious that ſhe ſpoke. 

« You live here?” aſked Patty inno- 
cently, | 
He 
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He ftarted at the words, about regard- 
ing who uttered (Hee. 


cc even here l' 


She ſhuddered at the tone in which he 
ſpoke, and involuntarily looked round upon 


and rendered the mud floor ſtill more for- 
lorn, cold, and miry. 
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« You gaze in incredulity,” exclaimed 
he; © well you may !—To what chance am 
I indebted for this viſit ?”” 
G « Viſit !”” repeated Roſella, inexpreſſibly 
ſhocked, © the ſtorm—— !” 
Oh true!” e he ; the ſtorm 
within made me inſenſible to this jar of 
elements: well, Madam,” affecting an air 
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of gaiety that was more dreadful than the 
former gloom, „ am then to thank the 
ſtorm for the honor it has procured me: 
| but 


9 Ves,“ ſaid he, turning to Roſella ; - 


the clay-walls, and at the half-covered roof, 
which in ſeveral places admitted the rain, 
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; + 
but you ſee I cannot aſk you to ſit in this 
auguſt manſion, for it does not contain a 
fingle chair or ſtool 1 

J am not in the leaſt tized; N fad Ro- 
ſella haſtily, © and I prefer ſtanding.” 

« Tt is fortunate that you do,” returned 
the ſtranger, drily. 

I very tired,” cried Patty; „I want 
to fit down.“ | 


Roſella would have ſeated her on the 
floor; but as ſhe caſt her eyes upon it, ſhe 
obſerved that it was full of little hollow 


places, which the rain, piercing through the 
im roof, had filled with water. The quick 

glance of the ſtranger followed her's. This 
ly is not a moment for etiquette,” ſaid he; 
if you will condeicend to follow me, your 
m little companion may be accommodated 
of with a teat, and yourſelf better ſheltered.” 
air Roſella heſitated; but without obſerving 
he her reludtance, he opened a door made of 
he reed, and exhibited a lodging- room every 
: way worthy of his chamber of audience: 
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it was ſecured however from the weather, 


and contained a bed of ſtraw, on which a 


{ſpencer was thrown, and by the fide of it 
a pair of half-boots and a ſmall bundle of 
linen: two or three books lay upon the 
floor, and on a torn ſheet of light brown 
paper was delineated a very pretty charcoal 


drawing of Molly Spanger's * and the 


ſurrounding ſcenery. 


Roſella, who could not believe, until 
theſe evidences convinced her, that a young 
man of ſuch a diſtinguiſhed, nay even elegant 
appearance really inhabited a place ſo for- 
lorn, now experienced an amazement too 
potent for concealment. The ſtranger turn- 
ing from her to hide the burning bluſh upon 
his cheek, took Patty by the hand, and 
ſeated her upon the ſtraw : amidſt the tor- 
ture of his mind, which was but too 
evident, he again attempted an air of levity, 
whilſt he enquired of Roſella if ſhe ſtill 
continued ſteady in her preference of 


cc Ido 
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» 


e do not feel any fatigue,” replied ſhe: 


and indeed the affertion was true, for ſhe 


was wholly engroſſed by the reflections that 
crowded upon her, from the diſcovery ſhe 


had involuntarily made, and ſhe began to 


meditate very anxiouſly upon the difficulties 


of her return to Miſs Beauclerc. I think 


the ſtorm abates, reſumed ſhe ; © the lady, 
with whom you ſaw me this morning, will 
be very much alarmed at my being expoſed 
to {ſuch weather; and as the child's clothes, 
as well as my own, are quite wet, I think 
we had better defy the rain, and return 
home now that the thunder and the light- 
ning have ceaſed ; for I am afraid my friend 
will not only ſend after me, but perhaps in 
her terror venture out herſelf,” 

« Does ſhe know where to ſend?” de- 


manded the ſtranger in great agitation. 


' Roſella, frightened at the ſudden change 
of his - countenance, from whence all color 
had fled, ſcarcely knew what ſhe replied, 

D 2 | but 


ROSELLA. \ 


but ſtammered ſomething of the cottage at Tc! 
which ſhe had ſeen him the preceding day. to 
m 
And from thence they may be directed me 
here!“ exclaimed he in an agony: Hea- pie 
ven and earth, what a combination of cirf- TV. 
cumſtances to deſtroy me !” = co 
„No, I hope not,” cried Roſella in fuch ye 
extreme terror that ſhe trembied in every : eq 
limb; I will try to find my way back to de 
the inn immediately.“ 1 
Patty, who ſaw the ſtranger biting his lips, mi 
and ſtamping in half. reſtrained frenzy, ou 
ſeized the hand of Roſella, ſaying ſoftly, Þ| a p 
c What will he do to us—won't he kill | An 
us?“ | no' 
3 | of 
« Wretch that I am!” vehemently cja- ⁶ A4eli 
culated the young man, in an effuſion of litt 
anguiſh he could not ſuppreſs; „ outcaſt of 
the earth—abandoned, contemned, proſcri- c 
bed—— !” Then ſuddenly recollecting ſtra 
himſelf, «© My emotion has betrayed me, frie 


reſumed 


depraved of your ſex | 
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reſumed he; © yet I think I may dare truſt 
to the benevolence of your diſpoſition, that 
my incautious agony of mind will not lead 
me to deſtruction, though it has almoſt 
yielded up my ſecret to your ſuſpicions. 
Your countenance expreiles all that can be 


conceived of angelic in the human heart ;— 


yet what have I not ſuffered from an aſpect 
equally enchanting, that adorned the moſt 


[27 


His air was ſo frantic, that Roſella, too 
much frightened to reflect upon what ſhe 
ought, or whatſhe ought not todo, attempted 
a precipitate retreat, but he caught her arm, 
and defeated her intention ; and Patty, who 
now imagined he was aſſuredly on the point 
of murdering both the pretty lady and her- 
ſelf, raiſed her voice to the higheſt yoo * 


little throat would admit of. 


* Who is this child?“ demanded the 


ſtranger; © ſhe cannot belong to your 


friend?“ | 
D 3 V 
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« No,” replied Roſella in a faltering 
accent, © ſhe belongs to the people of the 
inn.” | 

« Then I am undone !” returned he in 
a low tone of anxiety 3 * ſhe will report, no 
doubt, all that ſhe has ſeen, and can recollect 
to have heard.” 

Not if I can prevent her,” interrupted 
Roſella, who felt herlelf actuated equally 
by fear and compaſſion to give him this 
aſſurance. 


An expreſſive look ſpoke his thanks, and 

for the firſt time ſhe now remembered 
the papers in her pocket ; but that ſhe 
might not ſeem to advert to any unhappy 
circumſtance he had darkly hinted at, ſhe 
produced them, not as inferring that they 
might be of any uſe to him, but with an 
expreſſed hope that they would afford him 
amuſement, 


He eagerly ſeized them from her, and his 
On. glancing in haſte over them as they 
remained 


* 
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remained in his hand, he ſtarted, and ſtriking 


his forehead, vehemently aſked who had read 
them beſides herſelf. 


] have not read a line in either paper, 
replied Roſella, every ſpark of pity in het 
nature awakened at his ſenſitive apprehen- 
fions, „nor has any perſon ſeen them fince 
they were ſent from London to the lady 
you ſaw this morning, who ſlightly looked 
over a few paragraphs in each,” 

« Do you think,” ſaid he, © ſhe would 
allow me to retain theſe papers? If ſhe 
could gueſs how important to me—how. 


95 


He heſitated. 


yy 


« T think I may be certain,” returned 
Roſella, with more than her uſual ſweetneſs 
of aſpect, * that my friend, Miſs Beau- 
clerc, will have no further uſe for them, and 
in her name I beg you will diſpoſe of them 
as mou pleaſe ; indeed ſhe defired me to put 
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#6 RoskLL A. 
them in my pocket, in the idea that you 


might perhaps not diſlike to look them 


over; and I—lI imagined,” continued ſhe, 
confuſed at the earneſt manner in which he 
at this inſtant regarded her, that the 
woman who lives in the cottage where I {aw 
you yeſterday, might be able to convey them 


3, 


to you, and therefore 


« And therefore,” interrupted he, you 


ſubjected yourſelf to the inconvenience you 
now experience, in the amiable humanity of 


your heart, to relieve the ſolitary miſery of 


X ftranger, who betrayed I ſuppoſe, the 
agitation of a mind at war with peace; and 


even now you cannot repent the ſhock, the 
alarm you have received, becauſe you hear 


medeclare that you have inexpreſſibly ſerved 
me, and but for your gentle condeſcenfion I 
had been loſt. How can I acknowledge my 
obligation to your friend ? She appeared to 


me all charity and goodneſs, and I fear ſhe 


thinks I have repaid her generous civilities 
but ill. As for yourſelf, who have deign- 
ed to become the meſſenger of ſafety 
= to 
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to a wretch like me, what terms can I 
chuſe to impreſs you with fome part of the 
humble admiration I feel for the ſenſibility, 
the delicate compaſſion you have evinced ? 
You have indeed the figure of an angel, and 
appear to poſſeſs every gentle attribute the 
imagination will, ſpite of paſt experience, 
give to ſuch a form Is 


Roſella, bluſhing at the warmth with 
which he ſpoke, turned from him without 


replying. She had now executed her com- 


miſſion, and was ſenſible ſhe could not too 
ſoon return to her little habitation, which 
ſhe naturally ſuppoſed would be in com- 
motion and alarm for her ſafety and that 
of the child. The rain had ceaſed, and 


the ſky was once more ſerene, which ſhe 


obſerved, and uttering a farewel compliment 


to the {tranger, | 6 the door, and was 
joyfully accompan by Patty. But he 
ſuddenly remembered that his fair viſiter 


had ſaid ſhe had loſt herſelf in the ſtorm; 
and Well knowing the difficulty of finding 


D 5 a track 
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a track in a place ſo wild, offered to 


eonduct her to the path ſhe was acquainted 


with, which overlooked the roof of the inn. 
Roſella was obliged to accept the propoſal, 


though ſhe feared he might encounter either 


Simpſon or Patty's father; and after the 
confeſſion of the recluſe, ſhe earneſtly wiſhed 
to ſpare him any further confuſion and 
mortification. 


They walked filently forward for fome 
time, the ſtranger, from habitual politeneſs, 
affording her every affiftance, which the wet 
by rendering the deſcent of the mountain 
very flippery made extremely neceſſary; 
though at the ſame moment he appeared 
abſent, melancholy, and loſt in thought. 

| [ 

At length when Roſella could once more 
diſcern the chimnies of Patty's little dwel- 
ing, ſhe turned to thank the ſtranger for the 
aid he had given her, when the voice of old 


Simpſon hallooing her name, made him ſtart 


from a deep reverie, and taking her hand, 
which 
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which he kiſſed relpectfully, « Farewell“ 


ſaid he; „I have a requeſt to urge do 
you ſtay in this place till to-morrow ?” 

«© We do,“ replied Roſella. 

Once more then farewel—but not for 
ever will write an eternal adieu Il cannot 
ſpeak it!“ 


He then walked haſtily away, and his 
dog, who had cloſely attended his ſteps, fol- 
lowed him. Roſella was ſhocked at the 
folemnity with which he had uttered his laſt 
words, and ſtill more at their import. 
* Does this unfortunate” young man mean 
to deprive himſelf of life, thought ſhe, 
* that he talks of an eternal adieu?“ 


Patty now interrupted the courſe of her 
fearful ſuppoſitions by calling out in an- 
{wer to old Simpſon—“ Here's Lady—I 
here!“ Lady herſelf too replied to the 
vociterations in her own voice, and the poor 


man advanced with great alertneſs to aſcer- _ 


tain her ſafety:—at the fame inſtant Miſs 
8 Beauclerc 
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Beauclerc met her in the path; for not- 


withſtanding the charms in her imagination, an 
of an adventure amidſt mountains, cata- fo 
racts, thunder, lightning, and rain, —her ; - 
affection, which was neither artificial nor | l 
acquired, had predominated over her tafte he 
for the romantic and marvellous, and had ſe 
impelled her forth, as Roſella had well th 
gueſſed, before the ſtorm had quite ceaſed, © Þ th 
that ſhe might aid the reſearches of old | wi 
Simpſon and the landlord. : 1 
% My Roſella,” exclaimed ſhe, “you 
are quite wet! Good heavens! you have I rec 
been wholly expoſed to this tempeſt—you will 5 TC 
catch a cold, perhaps a fever, and through : an 
my means! What will become of me if be 
you ſhould be ill?“ pa 
« At preſent,” replied ſhe with alacrity, | dr 
« T feel not the leaſt ſymptom of indiſpo- | fre 
tion; and I hope Patty has no other ou 
ailment than fatigue and hunger.“ ſle 
Tes, cried the child, << I hungry, and all 
1 tired too! tri 


e Simpſon 
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Simpſon was deſired to carry her home; 
and Roſella then in a low voice, as ſhe 
2 followed with Miſs Beauclerc, had merely 
; time to'fay that ſhe had ſeen the ſtranger, 
who was very grateful for an attention which 
he acknowledged to be of the utmoſt con- 
{ſequence to his welfare, before Patty's mo- 
ther and her houſehold damſel overtook 
them in their way from Molly's cottage, 
whither they had run 1n ſearch of the young 
lady and the child, 


Roſella feared that the little girl would 
recollect the impreſſion of terror ſhe had 
received at the ſtranger's miſerable dwelling, 
and repeat more than for his ſafety ought to 
be known ; but fortunately all that poor 
Patty was inclined to articulate, was, „I 
dry, I hungry!“ and when the was relieved 
from theſe misfortunes, having been previ- 
ouſly put to bed, ſhe fell into a profound 
ſleep, which laſted ſufficiently not only to 
allow of Roſella's communication to her 
triend, whilſt ſhe changed her wet garments, 
„„ 6 | and 
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and drank the good landlady's poſſet, but 
gave Miſs Beauclerc ample time to arrange 
a ſtory that might agree with that of Patty, 
without ſubjecting the hapleſs ſtranger to 
the curioſity of the people of the inn, who 


de 


| fa 


ar 
le) 
as 


0 


were by no means numerous, and being th 
generally employed, had not luckily that ra! 
violent thirft for gathering knowledge, and 3 
collecting amuſing facts and myſterious my 
anecdotes, which may be ſuppoſed to tor- Wa 
ment a fupernumerary domeſtic in a houſe s 
of larger dimenſions : and when ſhe contri- S Sth 
ved to mention in the preſence of the woman ; or 
of the houſe and her huſband ſeveral cir WM wh 
cumſtances of the vehement impatience of ger 
fome perſon who had taken ſhelter in the ref 
ſame hut with Patty and her companion, 
and whoſe haſty progreſs had been provok- 
ingly impeded by the tempeſt, the good 
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people liſtened very calmly, and did not 
appear to think any concealed E ry might 
be elucidated by tracing the ſteps of a tra- 
veller who rated the thunder, and ſwore at 
the rain, which they very likely might have 

5 done 
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done themſelves, had they been going to the 


fair at the next town, or to a chriſtening at 


any neighbouring village. So that at Patty's 
levee, when ſhe diſcuſſed in her own way 
as much of the hiſtory as ſhe could recollect, 

the only obſervations or exclamations it 


raiſed, were, ſure! and © lauk l' and 


thus the dreaded report ended, to the gene- 
rous ſatisfaction of Roſella, whoſecompaſſion 
was ſtill excited by the remembered agonies 
of the unhappy ftranger ; as his deſolate 
fituation, whether the refult of misfortune 
or guilt, could not fail to interefl a boſom, 
where he had himſelf juſtly ſaid, all the 
gentler attributes of INNOCENCE and goodneſs 
reſided. | 


low 
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CHAP. III. 


An heroic epiſile rage for moonliglit walks, & la lanterne. 


Ox the following morning, e the buſy 
ſpirit of Miſs Beauclerc could deviſe any new 
plan to heighten the delicious pathos of the 
poor man's miſery, by contriving forhim ano- 
therinterview with Roſella, whoſe charms ſhe 
was extremely certain were tearing his op- 
preſſed heart with all the horrors of hopeleſs 


love, a country fellow brought to the B 
door of the hotellerie Mr. Pet, the decided be, | 
hero of an underplot in the tragical drama leaſt 
of the myſterious ſtranger, who, in the follo! 
opinion of Miſs Beauclerc, was either tome Beau 


a Noble, whole father had gravely him, 


betrothed 
5 
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betrothed him in infancy to ſome embryo 
heireſs, and who was flying from matrimo- 
mal perſecutions a tale ſhe had met with in 
her extenſive reading; or that he was at leaſt 
a Baronet, who had incautiouſly married 
ſome very handſome and very faſhionable 
young lady, and now found ſufficient reaſon 
to repent the precipitation of ill- judged 
paſſion, in the outrageous conduct of his 
wife, who after ruining his fortune and her 


own reputation, embroils the much- ſuffering 


huſband with her gailant, or any other man, 
and the conſequences of a ſerious duel had 


obliged him to hide his injured head—where 
Roſella ſo fortunately found him: incidents 
which the memory of Miſs Beauclerc alſo 


furniſhed. 


But whoever the myſterious ſtranger might 
be, he proved that Mr. Pet was, to him at 
leaſt, a very important perſonage, by the 
following letter, which was given to Miſs 
Beauclerc by the man who had charge of 
him, 


«© believe, 
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* I believe, Madam, I hinted to your 
young friend that your condeſcenſion had 


emboldened me to meditate a requeſt, which 


perhaps in a being ſo forlorn as ſhe-now knows 
me to be, you will conſider as a preſumption 
icarcely to be pardoned, ſtill leſs to be com- 


plied with; yet I muft augur better from 


the benevolence of your countenance and 
manner, when I had the honor of thoſe 
tranfient interviews which have procured you 
the trouble of receiving this application. 
The poor little dog, whom I have 


delivered to the lad entruſted with this 


ſcrawl, I can no longer, for reaſons very 
important, retain with me in my wanderings ; 


—yet I cannot endure to deprive him of 


life, or drive him from me without ſome 
hope that he will be taken care of : his 


original owner reſides near Sedgfield, | in 
Durham. I think you mentioned that you 


were travelling northward, and I cannot 


ſuppoſe that you will deviate ſo much from 


your 


ul 
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your route, at the requeſt of an unfortunate 
ſtranger, who is not worthy the conſiderate 


attentions you have already beſtowed upon 


him; but ſhould you perchance find your- 
ſelf within a few miles of Sedgfield, and 
ſhould you then caſt a thought upon the 
man you have eternally obliged, will you 
condeſcend to aſſign poor Pet to the care 
of a perſon to be relied upon, and inſtruct 
ſuch an one to conduct the dog to Mr. 
Mompeſſon, whole name and family reſi- 
dence are well known round the neighbour- 
hood. 

ce I offer no apology for the freedom I 


uſe in thus addreſſing you, for I know of no 


words that would in any degree excuſe it. 
I truſt to your generoſity not to reject my 
application entirely; but ſhould you attri- 
bute to preſumption what is wholly the 
effect of miſery and deſpair, and experience 
anly indignation inftead of. the compaſſion 


. I Toffcit, upon the gentle mercy of your 


charming young friend I, caſt my deſerted 
companion, and I am aſſured ſhe will not 
| — _ 
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| ſuffer him to periſh. His maſter ſhe will 
never ſee more—T hope in heaven ſhe will 
never hear of him more. To yon, Madam, 


I; wiſh every bleſſing this world can give 
and to your Roſella, fo I think you called 


her, I earneſtly invoke the continuance of 


that gentleneſs, innocence, and peace which 


now harmonize her accents, and enrich every 


grace of a form I can never forget. 

% By what ſignature to deſign myſelf, I 
know not—to you I will not ſend a fictiti- 
ous one, and the name which I received 


from the beſt and moſt virtuous of parents, 


a name I have—but I will end here—I 
am, Madam, 


&« A WrerTca.” 


P. S.— Ves, you /hall know that one of | 


thoſe papers you ſent for my amuſement, the 
firſt on which my eager eye fell, expoſed to 
me the imminent danger which you haye 


thus enabled me to eſcape. It was your 
intervention that drew me back from the 
precipice on Which I ſtood; but I ſtill 


wander 
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wander blindfold, and may this moment be 
again ruſhing to certain deat! 1—Oh worle, 
a 88 times worſe to infamy !”? 


—— —L—T— 


Miſs Beauclerc twice read this very myſ- 
terious epiſtle, which, from the evident haſte 
and trepidation of the writer, he had juſtly _ 
called a ſcrawl, before ſhe recovered her re- 4 
collection ſo far as to enquire of Simpſon 
who waited her orders, where the perſon was 
who brought it. He was 1n the kitchen, 
Simpſon replied ; ſhould he call him? Maſs 
Beauclerc aſſented, and the, young man ap- 
peared, who anſwered her enquiries in the 
broad Yorkſhire dialect. With ſome effort, 
however, ſhe. comprehended that he had 
received that {crap of paper and the little 
beaſt he had got with him, from a man he 
met about two miles off, who was to have 
carried them all the way himſelf; but he ſaid 
he had fallen lame, and could not get on, 
ſo he told him where to come, and offered 
him a ſhilling to undertake the errand, and 

the 
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the lady, he ſaid, would give him another 
ſhilling if he brought the letter and the dog 
ſafe to her. © 


This was all ſhe. could learn ; and having 
fulfilled the covenant which the lame man 
had made, whom ſhe imagined to be the 
ſtranger himſelf, ſhe diſmiſſed Simpſon who 
was burſting with curioſity, and communi— 
cated the contents of the letter to Roſella, 
who had already almoſt reconciled poor Pet 
to his fate. 


She bluſhed at the commendation it ſo 
laviſhly beſtowed upon her, but foon loſt 


every paſſing emotion in concern for the 


deplorable ſituation of a perſon who poſſeſſ- 
ed ſuch diſfinguiſhed attractions. Miſs 
Beauclerc relieved her” anxiety for the 
deſtiny of the animal ſo ſolicitouſly recom- 


mended to her, by ſaying, ſhe would comply 


with his maſter's evident wiſh, that he ſhould 


be returned to his original owner, and con- 


vey him herſelf to Sedgfield. Indeed her 
own 
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own inclination to learn the imprudences or 


r 
2 inisfortunes which had operated to place 
Mr. Pet under her protection, joined to a 
ſtrong hope of encountering ſome very 
4 intereſting adventures in ſeeking to elucidate 
0 thoſe of the ſtranger, would have been 
alone ſufficient to have urged her to the ſtep, 
* 
without the aid of that compaſſion he had 


really excited in her boſom. Simpſon there- 
fore received orders to procure poſt-horſes 
for the following morning; and Miſs Beau- 
clerc then employed the reft of the day in 
converting with Roſella upon the ſuppoſed 
diſaſters of the ſtranger, and in writing to 


her friend Selina a very circumſtantial hiſtory .. 
of the turn affairs had taken. 


Roſella, when ſhe bade adieu to Patty 
and her brother, left with them ſuch mag- 
nificent marks of her 2pprobation, that 
Molly's nuts in the cupboard were entirely 
forgotten; and as Miſs Beauclerc's carriage 
drove from the door, the little girl, who had 

become 
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become fond of her lovely playfellow, began 
a cry that threatened to laſt the whole day. 


Simpſon was obliged to ride a hack-horſe, 
not having been able to procure a ſecond 
pair for a chaiſe, and Mr. Pet was, of courle, 
taken into that of Miſs Beauclerc, who was 
far from being diſpleaſed that ſhe was com- 
pelled to ſhew this mark of reſpect to the 
maſter, in the perſon of the dog. They 
arrived at Sedgfield in time to dine; and 
when the repaſt was over, Miſs Beauclerc, 
ſending for the maſter of the houſe where 
ſhe had put up, demanded if he could direct 
her to the houſe of Mr. Mompeſſon, and if 


he knew any thing of the family. The man 


looked with earneſtneis at her whilft ſhe 
ſpoke, and after ſome heſitation, replied, 
that Eideva Lodge was about three miles 
further, on the Durham road; that Mr. 
Mompeſſon was a worthy gentleman as ever 
breathed, —that he believed he was at 
preſent very ill—and—and he had heard that 


he was in ſome trouble—but he could not 


tell 


te] 
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tell for his part he only knew that he was a 
very worthy, kind-hearted gentleman. 


The manner in which this intelligence 
was given, very plainly indicated that the 
informant could ſay a great deal more if he 
choſe it; but Miſs Beauclerc did not wiſh 
to foreſtal this delicious myſtery from the 
vulgar periods of an innkeeper, and reſolved 
to preſent the dog herſelf to the worthy 
gentleman, (even if ſhe ſhould be compelled 
to the indecorum of being introduced into 
his bedchamber,) that ſhe might behold the 
effect which the ſudden fight of Pet would have 
upon him, and diſcover, from his varied 
emotions, his pathetic ſoliloquies, and heart- 
rending ejaculations, the nature of thoſe 
troubles he was overwhelmed with, and by 
what intereſt he was implicated thus appa- 
rently in the miſeries of the unhappy and 
ſelf- condemned ſtranger. She had no ob- 
ſtacle to prevent her from riding or walking 


immediately to Eideva Lodge, accompanied 


by the oſtenſible cauſe of her viſit; for the 
oi. It; . weather 
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weather was fine, and ſeveral hours of day- 


light were yet before her; but undertaking 


a charming adventure, ſuch as this had 
every proſpect of becoming, by the “ gariſh 
eye of day,” was not to be thought of; no, 
by the ſublime beams of the pale moon ſhe 
intended to ſhape ber penſive courſe towards 
the manſion of Mr. Mompeſſon, and really 
perſuaded herſelf that ſhe was under a ne- 
ceſſity of diſpatching ſeveral letters by the 


mail of that evening, which happened to 


paſs through the town at twilight. 


Roſella wondered what this ſudden preſ - 
ſure of letter- writing could be cauſed by, 
and ventured to hint that the performance 
of the commiſſion might be deferred till the 
next morning, as it could not be executed 
with convenience that evening: but ſuch an 
arrangement not at all according with the 
views of her enthuſiaſtic friend, her intima- 
tion was oppoſed by a plea of not wiſhing 


to loſe another day by this affair; and 


Roſella, who had ever been accuſtomed to 
obey 
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obey every wiſh of Miſs Beauclerc, thought 
her reaſons muſt be all- ſufficient, at leaſt ſhe 
had neither authority nor 1nclination to over- 
rule them. i 


Whilſt theſe unlucky letters were being 
written, Roſella found the hours very ſlowly: 
move forward. The houſe was not enlivened 
by children, who, if they were tolerably at- 
tractive, had always the power of amuſing 
her; and thoſe books which were moſt 
adapted to the taſte of her friend, and of 
which there was always a number very con- 
veniently at hand, did not unfortunately 
agree- with her ideas of entertainment ; 
though to do juſtice to her ſenſibility and 
perſeverance, the could with great patience 
cry through a dozen pages, and tremble 
through as many more. But then a continu- 
ation of crying and trembling, according as 
the ſuperb pen of the writer varied from 
pathos to horrors, and from horrors to 
pathos, throughout ſeveral volumes, ſhe 
found far exceeding any curioſity ſhe 
could feel, to learn in which of the 

| E232 - damp 
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damp dungeons, all over-run with ſpiders 
and black beetles, the moſt lucky of the 
heroine's three or four dozen lovers found 
a clean ſpot to throw himſelf at her feet; 
and beſides Roſella began to think with 
Don Quixote when he was upon his en- 
chanted Pegaſus, that, notwithſtanding the 
variety of curvatures and prancings practiſed 
to deceive the judgment, ſhe was only, like 
him, going over and over the ſame ground— 
always the caſtle and ghoſt before her, let 
her peep where ſhe would. She had how- 
ever, at the preſent moment .no choice of 
amuſement, for Miſs Beauclerc continued to 
write with the moſt unwearied inflexibility ; 
and Roſella took up a volume of charming 
adventures, written in the fiyle of a magic 
lantern, where a duſky ſucceſſion of half 
delineated figures dance about 4-propos de 
bottes, and then diſappear to make way for 
others equally well drawn and equally to 
the purpoſe, as the fiſt, 


At 
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At ſeven the maſter of the houſe entered 
the room, to ſay that he was making up the 
bag for the mail; and as he underſtood the 
ladies had ſome letters to put in, he came to 
requeſt that they would not detatn them 
much longer. Miſs Beauclerc, now obliged - 
to forego her occupation of writing for 
the poſt, pleaded fatigue to delay the 
expedition to Eideva Lodge to a proper 
heroic hour, and ordered tea. Roſella was 
chagrined, but preſerved ſilence, though ſhe 
could not avoid watching the departing ſun- 
beams in great anxiety. * It will be quite 
dark,” thought ſhe, before we reach the 
houſe of Mr. Mompeſſon; what will he 
imagine on ſeeing us at ſuch an hour, invalid 
as he is too! 


From reflections upon the time in which 
the viſit would be paid, Roſella was led to 
others upon the purport of it; and for the 
firſt moment, it appeared to her in a ridi- 
culous point of view, unacquainted as Miſs 
Beauclerc and herſelf were with the character 
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of their mountain friend, or what his con- 
nection was with the family whoſe manſion 


they were thus going to beſiege at an hour 


ſo undue, when if ſickneſs aſſailed them, they 


would be ſeeking repoſe, —or if in health, 


they would moſt probably be aſſembled in 
ſocial gaiety, and neither wiſh nor expect the 
intruſion of total ſtrangers, upon an errand 
that might ſeverely mortify their pride, or 
Yet whatever might 
be the ſecret reluctance of Roſella to be- 
come gentiewoman-uſher in ſecond to Mr, 
Pet, ſhe did not think proper to heſitate 
when Miſs Beauclerc declared herſelf ready 
to begin the expedition ; but merely remind- 
ed her that neither Simpſon nor themſelves 


were acquainted with the road they were to 


take, and aſked if he ſhould not obtain 


particular directions upon the ſubject: for 


her friend had previouſly announced that 
ſhe meant to walk. 


I wil myſelf enquire,” replied Miſs 


Beauclerc, for it is not my intention to 
take 
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take Simpſon ; as it muſt be the height of 
cruelty to expoſe the agonizing feelings we 
may too poſſibly be witneſs to, to the obſer- 
vation of a ſervant ; and indeed, continued 
the lady with great ſolemnity, * ſuch' an 
indiſcretion might betray the moſt import- 
ant ſecrets to public curioſity.” 


Roſella was thunderſtruck : walking in 
the duſk of the evening without an attend- 


ant, unacquainted with the way they were 


to purſue, and what was {till woxle, returning 
after night-fall, which muſt be the caſe, 
wholly unprotected, was a thing ſhe could 
not have had an idea of, but from the fearleſs 
rambles of thoſe gentle creatures, whoſe 
marches and counter-marches ſhe had pe- 
ruſed in Miſs Beauclerc's library books; but 
then ſhe fancied that the roads, the lanes, 
and the woods ſhe read of, muſt univerſally 


have been appropriated to intereſting adven- 


tures, or that the beautiful creatures who 
majeſtically paced through them, *all alone by 
the light of the moon,” muſt have inevitably 
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worn ſome diſtinguiſhing mark of ſublimity 
which exempted them from the vulgar 
attacks of common accidents ; *like that 
honeſt gentleman of ſolemn memory, who 
ſo obligingly walked this earth eight or nine 
hundred years (looking quite freſ and 
young) with a croſs of fire imprinted upon his 
forehead, under a cilician bandeau, to awe 


ghoſts, goblins, and devils from impertinent 
approaches. 


Miſs Beauclerc, who did not obſerve the 
conſternation of her young companion, put 


on her cloak with infinite compoſure; and 
defiring Roſella to follow her example, 
called down Mr. Pet from the chair on 
which he had extended himſelf, and walked 
into the inn-yard, where from a fide win- 
dow ſhe had obſerved the landlord talking 
to a ſervant in a grey frock with a black 
collar, who rode away before ſhe reached 
them. Having made known her wiſh to 


vide a late moſt brilliant publication of a Britiſh legiſlator. 
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be particularly informed of the road to 
Eideva Lodge, ſhe waited two or three 
ſeconds for an anſwer; the landlord, as before, 
ſurveying her very earneſtly. 


66 If I had known only a minute ago, 
Madam,” ſaid he, © that you had buſineſs 
with Mr. Mompeſſon, you could have 
ſpoken to his ſervant, that young man who 
was with me juſt now; but I can ſend after 
him if you chuſe.” 

« No,” replied Miſs Beauclerc with a 
dignified air, what J have to relate is only 
for the ear of Mr. Mompeſſon himſelf.” 

«© The poor gentleman is very ill, Mx'am 
hope you have not any bad news for him,“ 
ſaid mine hoſt with a look of doubt and 
reluctance : © it's very late, Ma'am—T be- 
lieve it is nearer three miles than two from 
here to the Lodge—lI queſtion if the poor 
gentleman be well enough to ſee you, 
Ma'am?“ | 

« hope,“ returned ſhe, © he will think 
my errand a welcome one ; perhaps I can 
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give him information that will not diſpleaſe 
—_— 


<« That indeed, Madam,“ ſaid the land- 
lord, „is quite and clean another thing, 
and I don't think, poor gentleman, you can 


tell him any good news too ſoon ; ſo, if you 
pleaſe, I will attend you.“ | 

« You are very obliging,” replied Miſs 
Beauclerc, © but I have reaſons for not 
chuſing to be accompanied by any perſon 


but this young lady.“ 


„That young lady!” repeated he, turn- 
ing his enquiring eyes upon Roſella. 

And ] will thank you,” reſumed Miſs 
Beauclerc, © to inſtru me which road I am 


to take, for it becomes late.” 
e Yes, Ma'am, it is too late for two 


ladies to walk ſo far all lonely by themſelves 


however you mult dog as you ſee fitting; 
though I muſt ſay there is not a man for ten 
miles round that wiſhes that there family 
better than I do; and I will make bold to 


adviſe you, Ma'am, to let me ſhew you the 
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4] am obliged to decline your propoſal,” 


ſaid ſhe, half offended at an obſtinacy that 
ſo much incommoded her plan. 

« Well, I ſay no more—I only hope you 
carry the poor gentleman good news. I have 
been his tenant thirty years, and he never 
once aſked for his rent harſhly, though God 


| knows I have had my troubles, and havn't 


always been fo able to pay it as I am now; 
but ke is aworthy gentleman, and would not 
diſtreſs the father of a family, God help- 
him! He will be rewarded in the next 
world, for he's not long for this—he's bro- 
ken-hearted, Ma'am ! But come, I'll juſt 
ſhew you into the green lane that leads to 
his houſe, for if you have goud news, you 


122 


can't go too ſoon |! 


A thouſand conjectures danced ſucceſſive- 
ly into Miſs Beauclerc's brain at theſe hints, 
and ſhe eagerly followed him into the Dur- 
bam road, where he led the way at a briſk 
pace. Roſella attended with almoſt equal 
alacrity ; for her compaſſion and never - failing 
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84 RoskL LA. 
wiſh of carrying conſolation to the afflicted, 
which ſhe imagined it would be poſſible to 


afford, by giving the worthy poor gentleman 
a clue to diſcover Mr. Pet's maſter, who 


ſhe concluded, from the landlord's expreſ- 
ſions, might very poſhbly be a run- away 


ſon, made her forget her recent reflections, 
until their conductor having led them about 
2 mile and a half on the high road, turned 
into a narrow lane, rendered very dark by 
tall trees which overhung the hedges on 
either fide. : 


* Have we yet far to go?” aſked Roſella. 
« About a mile, ' Miſs,” returned the 


K landlord : < I think I had better walk on 
"till you pet into Mr. 


Mompeſſon's 


grounds.“ 
J have not the leaſt fear, ſaid Miſs 


Beauclerc, haſtily ; „have the goodneſs to 


direct us, and we will now purſue our walk 


without you.” 
« Well, you muſt 61 as you pleaſe, to be 


ſure—ſo, Ma'am, you mult go right ſtraight 
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onan end till you get to a little bit of a pond, 


then pleaſe to turn to your left, and go clean 
acroſs the field, and on th'other fide on't 
you will find a fix-barred ſwing gate, and 
that takes you through the Squire's ſhrub- 
bery, and then when you get onto the lawn, 
you ſee the houſe afore your eyes.” 


The landlord then required inſtructions 
concerning the ſupper, and having received 
them, trudged off whiitling a pſalm melody. 


Miſs Beauclerc and Roſella continued 
their way through the dark lane, and Pet, 
now their only eſcort, led the van with ſo 
quick a march, that it was evident he was - 
well acquainted with the road they were 
travelling. Miſs Beauclerc remarked the 
circumſtance to her companion, who had 


been trembling with affright from the mo- 


ment the landlord had left them; whilſt her 
heroic friend, on the contrary, felt her cou- 
rage riſe in proportion as the ſhades of night 
deepened round them, | 

1 « am 


615 ] am alarmed leſt Pet ſhould run away Wa 
133 from us,” exclaimed Roſella, advancing a he 
1 8 few ſteps to allure him back; but the animal tra 
Bilge - for the firſt time diſregarded her voice, and = 
HS in two minutes they wholly loſt fight of the 
if him. How unfortunate ?”” ſhe continued ; aly 
# 5 ce had we not better return to Sedgfield, and TT 
TR ſend ſomebody to look for him?“ Re 
' fl . * No, my dear,“ ſaid Miſs Beauclerc very the 
1 calmly; © it is moſt probable that the dog po 
b 3% will go on to the Lodge, which he appears ſo and 
I ; of well to know; and as he cannot account for cre 
18324 his appearance, or inform the friends of his Tn 

unhappy maſter where they may trace his 
wandering ſteps, we ought to follow him, and ; 
elucidate the myſtery.” 1 
= . dre 

Roſella had no objection to the propoſi- 
tion, but ſhe- wiſhed to elucidate the 1 
myſtery in a leſs heroic manner—that is, ſhe inſ 
would have made her preſent peregrination 5 a 

at a more convenient hour, when the ſun 
might have illumined her on the way: —in c 
the preſent inflance, unluckily, the pale moon Bea 

was 
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was only a day old; and inſtead of exerting 
her mild radiance in behalf of the fair 
travellers, ſhe very careleſſly left the hemiſ- 


phere in total darkneſs, in contradiction to 


the particular and unvaried aſſiſtance ſhe 
always lends during her whole revolution, to 
gentle and beautiful nocturnal adventurers. 
Roſella, as ſhe advanced in the lane, thought 
they ſhould never arrive at the little bit of a 
pond which was to direct them out of it; 
and her fears increaſing every moment, ſhe 
crept cloſe to her whimſical friend, and 
clung very amicably to the arm ſhe held. 


8 cried Miſs Beauclerc ſuddenly, 
*« ſurely that breeze brought a long and 
dreadful groan to my ear !” 


Roſella liſtened, and the ſound at that 
inſtant appeared to die away, but was almoſt 
immediately renewed with more violence. 


e Merciful Heaven i” exclaimed Miſs 
Beauclere, claſping her hands in an attitude 
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1 ROFELLA. 
of ſublime diſtreſs, * direct our ſteps to the 
poor ſufferer !”? 


Roſella was in an agony. 


« Perhaps,” reſumed her companion, 
ce it is the unhappy ſtranger himſelf !” 


Roſella liſtened yet more earneſtly, and at 


length diſcovered that the poor ſufferer was 
the good landlord, who had ceaſed whiſtling 


to end his tune vocally; and as he had been 
in his youth a finger at a village Church, he 
bellowed out his minims and ſemibreves with 
ſoperſevering a tenuto, that at a little diſtance, 
his tones borne upon the ſoftening zephyr, 


might be miſtaken without violating the 


judgment, for ſignals of diſtreſs. 


Miſs Beauclerc, on diſcovering her error, 
bluſhed with vexation; for ſhe had pre- 
pared every tender feeling to come upon the 
ſtage with conſiderable eclat, and had mo- 


mentarily reviewed all the admirable conduct 
of 
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of the moſt captivating damſels upon ſuch 
emergencies. In the firſt place, ſhe intend- 
ed to fly to the ſuccour of the groaning 
hero, and then call to his ſervant, if he had 
any, and with cool fortitude give the moſt 
wiſe and ſalutary directions - then brave every 
inconvenience to ſee them executed then 


attend him with the care of the moſt affec- 


tionate ſiſter, —and finally, on ſuſpecting the 


effect her charms and her expert nurſing 


could not fail to have upon the heart of the 
convaleſcent, ſhe was to vaniſh like a dream, 
as a repelling hint to his flame, and leave 
the poor youth to gallop in ſearch of her 
from Durham to Dover :—not that ſhe meant 
to execute all this herſelf—no ; Roſella, her 
beloved Roſella was to be the loadſtone, the 
magnet, the attraction, the conſtellation ; 
but ſhe was very ſenſible that with the beſt 
heart in the world, and the moſt compaſſion- 
ate and amiable temper that ever ſoftened 
at the diſtreſſes of others, Roſella ſtill re- 
quired a very well- read and able guide to 
inſtruct her in the fervent ſympathies and 

melting 
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melting pity that glow in the tender bofoms 


of heroines ; ſo ſhe placed her in the back- 
ground till called for, and conſtructed all her 
allegories, en aztendant, in the firſt perſon ſin- 
gular. | | 


At length, after walking ſome time in the 


lane with a caution the obſcurity of the 
night demanded, they arrived at the pond 
the landlord had ſpoken of, but did not 
diſcover this long looked-for object till 
Miſs Beauclerc had walked two or three ſteps 
into it. She extricated herſelf by the aſſiſt- 
ance of Roſella, and they very gladly turned 
to the left to croſs the field, which in their 


imagination was a. level paſture ; but they 
found they had to mount a moſt fatiguing 
aſcent, and that their progreſs was often 


impeded by large pieces of rough ſtone that 


roſe out of the ſcanty turf the neighbouring 
flocks were doomed to nibble at. Roſella 
fell over one of thoſe, and in endeavoring 


to ſave her face from injury, ſeverely hurt 


one of her hands; but not to excite the 


elegiac 


Re 
ever 
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elegiac complaints of her friend, ſhe con- 
cealed the miſchance, and went forward to 
ſeek the gate they were to paſs through. It 
was with conſiderable difficulty that ſhe found 
it; and holding it open for Miſs Beauclerc, 
her eyes very earneſtly explored- the Pan 
they were to take. 


« It is ſo dark,” exclaimed ſhe, “ that I 
cannot diſcern any track.“ 


She ſtill continued to look for it, however, 
and diſcovered at length, within three paces 
of the place where ſhe ſtood, a very ſudden 
abyſs, that ſeemed yawning to receive her: 
and ſtopping her triend, who was walking 
&arleſsly on, ſhe ſhudderingly informed her 
of the danger they. had eſcaped. 


«© Surely,” cried Miſs. Beauclerc, “ this 
cannot be the ſhrubbery we were told of?“ 


Roſella thought it certainly was not; how- 
ever they advanced ſlowly, in a path flanked 
on 
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on one ſide by an almoſt perpendicular 
mountain cloathed with foliage, and on the 
other, by a deſcent as ſudden, which pre- 
ſented the tops of the trees that were thickly 


planted down the ſteep, juſt on a parallel with 


the road, and as the eye fell over them, wav- 
ing in the night breeze, they reſembled the 
| black billows of oC Done . 


The Indies, creeping for ſecurity cloſe to 
the mountain ſide, moving as ſlow as © foot 
could fall,” arrived in rather more than half an 
hour at a ſecond gate, which being faſtened, 
they were obliged to climb over: and on the 
other ſide of it, they deſcried what they ſup- 
poſed to be the houſe of Mr. Mompeſſon, 
which appeared a tolerably ſpacious building ; 
but no ſigns of domeſtic occurrences or fo- 
cial feſtivity enlivened it, for only one ſolitary 
window exhibited any token of its being inha- 
bited, by emitting through a halt-cloſed ſhut- 
ter a faint reflection of light. 
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CHAP, IF; 
Inſanity and death. 


RoseLLA was now completely diſpirited. 
« What can this mean?“ exclaimed Miſs 


Beauclerc: © it is impoſſible the whole fa- 


mily can have gone to reſt ſo early !” 


It was with difficulty, and after a long 
ſearch, that a bell could be found; and in 
conſideration of the illneſs of Mr. Mompeſ- 
ſon, united to a preſentiment which the ſad 
ſtillneſs that reigned round the houſe occa- 
fioned, Miſs Beauclerc rung, it with great 
moderation, No one attending the ſum- 
mons, the applied to the bell once more, and 

after 
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after another interval, an old woman, with a 


light in her hand, unlocked the door, and 
peeped out. 


ce Oh Chriſt, defend me!“ exclaimed ſhe, 
in a voice of horror, and drawing back with 
precipitation, ſhe threw the door in the face 
of Miſs Beauclerc, who at that moment, ad- 
vanced before Roſella, to gain admittance. 


«© What myſtery hangs over us?“ ejacu- 


lated ſhe to her terrified companion, —* How 


173 


unaccountably ſtrange is all this! 
« Let us return,” cried Roſella; you 


can ſend here, or call yourſelf to-morrow 


morning.“ 

« No,” replied Miis Beauclerc, with a 
ſublime air, © it may be that ſome important 
diſcovery will reſult from our perſeverance in 


deſiring to ſce Mr, Mompeſſon this evening.“ 


A third time ſhe pulled the bell with a 
more authoritative peal, and in two minutes 


the ſervant ſhe had ſeen converſing with the 
3 landlord 
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landlord at Sedgfield, threw open a window 


in the firſt ſtory, and holding a candle as low 
as he could, that he might ſurvey the intru- 
ders, demanded what they wanted. 


I deſire to ſpeak to Mr. Mompeſſon,” 
returned Miſs Beauclerc, upon bulineſs of 
importance.“ 

« Mr. Mompeſſon! my maſter!“ ex- 
claimed the domeſtic.— Do you mean old 
Mr. Mompeſflon ?” 


« Yes,” returned the lady, after a pauſe 


of conſideration whether, as there was a 


younger perſonage, it would not be more de- 
firable to ſpeak to him. 


© Good God! my poor maſter died a 
little after noon to-day !” 


Miſs Beauclerc now began to repent her 
letter-writing moſt bitterly: ' Unfortu- 
nate! cried ſhe ; © perhaps my intelligence 


might have lengthened his days!“ 


«© What, is my young maſter fafe in 
France ?” aſked the man eagerly. 
It 
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It now occurred to Roſella and Miſs Beau- 
clerc at the ſame moment, that the unhappy 
mountaineer was aſſuredly the fon of Mr. 


Mompeſſon. 


« How will he be ſhocked to hear of his 
father's death!“ thought Roſella: poor 
young man — I hope, for his ſake, that his 


conduct has not haſtened it! 


Miſs Beauclerc demanded of the ſervant 
what part of the family was now in the houſe ; 
and learned that it contained only the body 
of his maſter, the old woman they had ſeen, 
and himſelf: the man adding in the moſt 
mournful tone, © Perhaps, Ma'am, you want 
to ſpeak with the young ladies ? They are 
both out of their mind, and not here. But 
if you can give me any news of Mr. George, 
I will come down and open the door; tor I 


expect every hour the arrival of a gentleman 


my poor maſter ſent me to fetch juſt before 
he was taken ſpeechleſs ; and this gentleman 


would give a thouſand pounds to know what 
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is become of Mr. George ; for we are all 
afraid but I will come down directly.“ 


This promiſe was ſoon executed; but as 
Roſella paſſed the man to enter the houſe, he 
gazed earneſtly at her, and turned pale. 


« My mind miſgives me,” cried he, < that 

, | this blood is Mr. George Mompeſſon's.“ 
What does he mean?“ ſaid Miſs Beau- 

| | clerc: but the words had not paſſed her lips, 

before ſhe diſcovered that the muſlin cloak 

5 Roſella wore was almoſt dyed with blood. 

0h my God!” added ſhe, © my child is | 

killed!“ 


Roſella was terrified at her own appear- 
ance ; but almoſt inſtantly recollecting that 
it was occaſioned by her wounded hand, ſhe 
re- aſſured both her friend and the ſervant by 
explaining the diſaſter. 


Miſs Beauclerc debated with herſelf whe- 
ther ſhe ſhould entruſt the domeſtic with the 
vor. . F | ſecret 


+4 be N Br F r hd - LT? 1 * * 
N 4. Res N 2 2 2 * enn . L 
LS: N k ab. pe ARE 3 FCA : Fer d Sia?" COOLS, rhe: 8 þ - —— k ed aaa oh . 
, f 0 Sh 19 Wo” 2 * * e Frame LF a = —— » hw, or a *. n e N 5 \ =o e's x 3 hel * 
r 3 ne . CARE AT PELLET» . S ͤ ITED Se emuĩmͤdĩ2ĩ 1 r. 3 
85 £ "4 N FE r N Ne 7 — n e ” 54 . N Ma r 5 py: nl ED 7 l * 8 W I» LF eee * my 42 OSS OR ID 
; Cw ts © 7 5 " a 2 \ 3 een A W 518 Fe. *. . \ 2 — — 7 5 - \ A F £ — * be 7 y . — — 
1 e + "+ 7» b 84 ER wy - ed; 4 4-96 hor e 2 2 * eh ad. * 3 e 4 . 22 . : * 
A * * * 8 2 * e Ie 8 Fat wes 7 » 8 wy 6 7 2 15 * * A £ Py. — aa * n 4 * 2 M I e 3 2 e y 8 V1 2 a, Z 
NEE T7. FEFE TSS Ms F. * — 4 4 214 1 reer F F OS On, n N r 9 4 "of.o wt; r N A * — 3 
* TIES 4 —_— ö A eg A | 4 Y 4 1 Wee, * W W — "*" ro, : = 9 r r " — — 
1 * - F © FR - SO 2 ä - ——— r - OR ads os fate bn 5 8 3 > : 4 - , = AS 2 en SY 7 Gd 7 fy 
1 K * o * ieh 22 PERL * * — * l * — 2 1 Fo 2 7 wo, 2 * Y Oo Ser EY : LENS Mas. Be * Y "Dh N —_— 
* * * * 5 : IO Le I IP — 6 ** nr A e erte. 2 : * — * 
& TE — N 8 , * G4 LE ER WE © Ge YELP OT Dn OE a9 e 4 or 
\ 2 3 8 HFS TIO © 8 x ; \ "i N - A — 
7 — — KF 2 $7 A - 7 
N * 1 = . — 7 
2 2 
q « * i — 


* in a. 22 ids The 
L 1 


2 
2 
1 


r 
1 8 * 
n 
e 
ry a M FOE + 


8 s, ET. Inn: EIS ” = 4-4 _ EPs; _ x 
Tu — 4 2 AF Eq thett — * a" 8 — 4 _ 
* — 6 — — 2 4 4 5 * we N 7 — aa. 
© — — * 2 n 7 a, . s 35 2p Z 
— 2 7 : — I We te 2 at 8 — 3 n "EPL , ü 
5 1 x _— Ns - "28 E 4- voto — - _ 
- dr 1 — 2 = . ” Is. 
* = l N N * r * by * / — 1 a g 5 I * * tr hs 2 by 
* SY; 4 — 3 * J. —_ . $ 2 r 7 an 0 ese eee J 3 47 tc i n . 2 W 2 4 Z \ \ 
ARS ng * * 1 7 3 2 — w me Ws N LP * * 4 f — © ok ns nn g k RT 2 4 5 « ; __ l = : 
by 2 b ARR» r De wk © — 4 Fre « Peas ALE ks. 1 EY "yg a — 3 TIES TI: Ins * rr Dans ar tf ; " . > * » £4, 
r \ , \ bh I N * 7 — * * e 93 r . 1 1 Ws 
: 8 0 y - 2 * ” l * ME! 1 4 Lo 
0-0 3 NR DIES —_—_— os * 4 $ 7 SPY 
nme 1 2 = 7 3 


* 8 2 
— . 
2 7 
8 75 A hs wy 
1 rr . 
1 ECTS 2 
woe” _ Many + 2 * 4 q 8 * ie — n Ne % J * * 
Y * Tom 2 EF N 2 5 7 Pu r * W * Sr * — 2 lr p * 5 82 ; 
= IH; 9 * r r n 2 27 T e 2 5 : 8 
1 7 x ; . al BIA e 7 . IE STD 3 pd. * 2 MG rt of i 5 
＋ . Kern! 1 Pw - ot a. l ? X * ES: i; FS. FS: 3 * 


98 ROSELLA. 


ſecret of young Mompeſſon' s late retreat; but 
reflecting, in ſpite of the principles of he- 
roiſm, which allow the confiding of life and 
fame to the diſcretion of ſtrangers, that ſuch 
a communication might lead to a diſcovery of 


the unhappy youth, which the queſtion “ if 
he were ſafe in France?“ gave her to under- 
ſtand muſt be fatal to him, ſhe io far governed 
her ſympathetic overflowings, as to preſerve 
them for the ear of the gentleman who was 


momentarily expected; and informing the 


man where ſhe was to be found, deſired him 


to ſend his maſter's friend to Sedgfield, where 


ſhe ſhould remain the whole of the next day, 


if he were anxious to hear the intelligence ſhe 


could give him. 


The ſervant appeared diſappointed, but 
acquieſced in her deciſion: and when he 
learned that the ladies were wholly unaccom- 
panied, he lamented that he could not attend 
them back, becauſe he was obliged to await 
the coming of the gentleman, and could not, 
beſides, leave his poor maſter's remains. 


c am 
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cc [ am far from wiſhing it,“ ſaid Miſs 
Beauclerc ; © but I ſhall be indebted to you 
if you will furniſh me with a light.” 

« Moft willingly, Ma'am ; and I am forry 
I can do nothing more to ſerve you: the old 
woman is getting a bed ready for Mr. Dela- 
mere, who will ſleep here, I ſuppoſe ; and 
beſides, ſhe is fo decrepid, that ſhe could not 
be of much uſe to you.” 

ce A light is all the aſſiſtance I either ex- 
pect or deſire,” returned Miſs Beauclerc. 

I will get it in a moment, Madam, faid 
the man, withdrawing for that purpole. f 


He had left his candle with them, which 
Roſella took up, to examine ſome portraits 
hanging over the chimney- piece of a ſort of 
breakfaſt room, into which the ſervant had led 
them from the hall they had entered at. A 
pair of theſe repreſented two very lovely 
young women; and between the frames 
hung another, with the glazed ſide turned to 
the wainſcot: upon che back, which alone 
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vas expoſed to view, were paſted four hearts 


cut in black crape, each one torn in two. 


ec What can this be?“ ſaid Roſella, after 
having examined this ſtrange object. 


Miſs Beauclerc took the frame from the 


hook, and turning the glazed ſide to the 
light, beheld a moſt animated and correct 
reſemblance of the myſterious ſtranger. 


« Tt is himſelf !”? exclaimed Roſella ; * but 


more handiome.”” 


« Yes, Madam,” ſaid the domeſtic, who 
returned whilſt ſhe ſpoke, © it is him indeed; 
but not more handſome than he was, when he 
was reckoned the beſt ſon, the beſt brother, 


and the beſt maſter in the whole county, and 
when he was indeed the beſt young gentleman 


Jever came anigh.“ 
Miſs Beauclerc could no longer reſtrain her 
eager curioſity:— Has he done aught,” 


aſked ſhe, © to forfeit ſo excellent a cha- 
rafter 2?” 


The 
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The man looked at her in ſurpriſe, and 
for a few moments, made no reply. At 
length I thought,” cried he, © you had 
known—or elſe, God knows, it does not be- 
come me——” 

« Say no more,” interrupted Miſs Beau- 
clerc, who began to fear that the dignity of 
her character would be ſullied, by extorting 
ſo important a ſecret from a poor fellow, who 
wiſhed to withhold it from the fidelity of his 
attachment to the family he ſerved. 


« Indeed, Ma' am, reſumed he, Mr. 
George was more unfortunate chan — than any 
thing elſe.” | 

« always thought fo,” reluriia ſhe, 
pleaſed to have her mountain hero raiſed 
again in her eſtimation ; for ſhe had begun to 


fear ſhe had intereſted herſelf and her Roſella 


in the fate of a degenerate wretch, who had 
committed ſome vulgar ſort of Old Bailey 
offence, and inſtead of ſinking under the 


weight of a delicate woe, was flying from a 
F _ cell 


* . PR 4 
N & 3 5 4 9 * * * 3 . 
eee e 22 __ Wc wh; "Ph ODE — — 
81 - 4 15 > re. 1 — P * 
2 ? 0 18988 Sy M4 oF ts 
HORS ae 8 1 = 7 
9 4 * 0 x _ 7 - er! of rs 
[ 2 4 = * r = 
n oo; = # Lt” 


4 a& 2 SE 


* "x, e N a 7. 
2 Sx Ara . AC dy ah han 9 


0 ; 9 e F: en ts * r * + Dl 
5-5 2 «45 EB Arg In _ 


er br W 
C be Foo Oy 
: wane A 


r 

e 

g n 
? y N 

1 * 9 


PIES 


-- 95 — - RIEL a D b. 
r * e 2 12 B 
= e : v 
— r " 
7 3 — 75 


9 
ai Foes + 
n 


5 . *. ach. wes 
SA, ee Cov. MA 
. Y. 
N © 


, ES oo dt rn he 
+, pt ee 2886 Þ- 4 = 


wi * 


3 


= LI. Wn * . 
ON N 8 — 2 n ” ” 
=o 9 Weg. 2 * 5 * „ * 0 -« fi r - NN 2 F — 
py - < 7 = 7 rr * HER — n IS ——_ > 2 88 9 
2 * 9 r 3 2 3 2 3 
* 7 r N EY LIK - 


. » 7 © 
r 2 8 


„ 
. 
. 
4 48 
* 474 
1 3 1 
E13 JF 
4 $8 
- . 
+00 7 
4 8 
" at 
M & 4 K 
131 
We 1 
* Þ- * 
PO 6) x 
r 
3 2 
1 
CANES 
TED! 
3 
„ 
* N U. * 
e. 
Bo» wu 
1 
' + PL 
1 < 
\ "3 + 
* 5 =] 
1 9 
/ 8 
* « 
\ 
. 
1 17 
4 ” MY 
* 4 
„ 8 
. oy 
4.34 
> i 
£%* 
n 
5 
BEA, 
2 
8 
. 
i 
E. * * . 
8 
inn 
„ 
. IP 
ä 
F 
nn 
8 8 
7 = | 
7 
N 
e 
Fs l 
> 7 . I. 
33 
F. 
A . 
Wi: 
n 
. 
10 
F 
$ 
* 
SLY 
n 
Za * 
2 2 
n 
22 8 
* 
LIT. 
© 
1 
0.5 
18814 
{2.2 \ 
> 
4 
I, % 
. 
\ , 
4 * 7 
WEI 
Tz F 
= . [0 
. 
1 4 , 
$Þ = 
9 
* 
* 12 * 
29-1 
5 * 
8 N 
4 7 
1 1 
+ MR. 
*”" wh 7 
1 
9 
* > 
: 8 
N 
1 -Þ—- 
»*, LS x 
. 
1 
»% 1 
F 3 
1 8 
4 : 
. i] 
. : "= 
. 25 
47 * . 
8 
N $$ 2 
r 
r 
3 4 
8 „ 
1 
4 LOA 
R 
LL gy N 
c 
+ „ 
By 4 » 
4 el 
' 2 SI 
1 1 
ie 
* . 
2 . 
vos ” 
n 8 
* ad N 
4; = of 
„ 
Ps 15 
CET — 2 
. * 
0s N 
n 
r 
n x 
72 . . 6 he 
* r 
"= 36 "why # 5 
T1 4468 © 2 
x 5 
* 9 
gt — 
4 * 2 
<q 1 "Fiz Y 
5 1 
1 
— . SQ 
＋ % 
i 1 
Wi. ir 
r 
„ 64 15 
1 
5 5 
x 4 
3 
"$7 238 1 
* 4% 
02 » & 2 
1 
ES 
r 
x 154 
0 * 
ED: 
» 1-5 3 
4 
1 31 
TT. 
- 1 
of» 55 » 18 
> , o 
8 
[ 5 
av; , 
%& : 
1 9 
* I's : 
198 * 
r 
5 
| 11 


3 ROSELLA, 
cell in Newgate, and death, death, death— 
lying perdue in a Judge's wig. 


« But pray,” ſaid Roſella eagerly, © can 


you tell me what this means on the back of 
is picture? 


«« That, Madam,“ - altos the domeſtic, 
whilſt the tears ſtarted to his eyes, © was 
done by one of the young ladies before ſhe 
was removed : from the time the bad news 
reached us, ſhe was always talking about 


deſpair and the grave, and finging ſuch diſ- 


mal ſongs ſo wildly—my poor an had 
fallen down in a fit, and never got up alive; 
and the eldeſt of the ladies cut up her mourn- 
ing cloaths to make ſuch fancies as theſe 
whenever they came into her head. She ſaid 
Mr. George had broke all their hearts, and 
one of them was her papa's, and one her poor 
mama's, another was her ſiſter's, and the 
large one was her own heart, for her's, ſhe 


drop—but Oh! Ma'am, they were obliged 
5 g to 


e 


ſaid, was ſwelled to burſting. | The other 
_ young lady neyer ſpoke, or cried one ſingle 


LY) I'S ä 


v 


to be taken to the doctor's houſe, for they 


grew very bad, and my maſter took to his 


bed!“ 

The poor fellow could ſay no more; and 
Roſella, whoſe tears flowed at the broken 
recital, ſobbed aloud. Miſs Beauclerc was 
much and undeſignedly affected: ſhe recol- 
lected, however, that her companion and her- 
ſelf had nearly three miles of very indifferent 
road to repaſs before they could repoſe for 
the night ; and after having rouſed her mind 
from the momentary forgetfulneſs which ge- 


nuine ſenſibility had occaſioned, ſhe relapſed 


1nto the ſublimity of heroiſm, and taking the 
lanthorn from the ſervant with an air of re- 
preſſed emotion, ſhe repeated her meſſage to. 


the expected gentleman, and led the way to 
the hall door, 


Roſella followed her, after having again 
hung up the portrait of their unhappy ac- 
quaintance as ſhe had found it, from reſpect 

F 4 _to 
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to the fanciful yet ſtriking alluſion made by 
his ſtill more unfortunate fiſter. 


The man gazed at them ſome time after 
they had left the houſe, as if he really was 
what he profeſſed to be, anxious for their ſafe 
return: and it was only when they had 
nearly reached the firſt gate in what the land- 
lord called the ſhrubbery, that they ceaſed to 
behold the light of his candle ; for he had 

followed them a conſiderable way from the : 
door. | N : 
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The night is ſurely unuſually dark, ſaid ; 
g Miſs Beauclerc, giving her lanthorn to her ” 
i. companion, whilſt ſhe climbed the gate. 5 Ro 
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Roſella's whole foul was occupied by the : 
disjointed tale ſhe had juſt heard, and ſhe | 
merely returned an aſſenting monoſyllable to F 
the obſervation. Their light burned ſo Þ 
dimly, that it was with great difficulty they 7 
could explore their way ſo as to eſcape the MW c: 
precipice which ſkirted the path as far as the 
| ſecond 


6 OS OS 1 — g „ 
Ix Farr RE 7 2 
< "OY Ia > ant * 
By, i eg 
j 3 ATR. E= * 
* 
* 


r 
R 1 


ſecond gate. Roſella walked firſt, holding 
the lanthorn to the ground, and Miſs Beau- 


-clerc followed her cloſely, entreating that ſhe 


would be careful of herſelf. They had pro- 
ceeded thus ſome'time, when a ruſtling in the 
trees terrified them both: Miſs Beauclerc 
ſtarted, and directed her eyes to the place 
from whence the noiſe iſſued; at the ſame 
moment ſhe heard a craſh, and both Roſella 
and the light vaniſhed, Every calamity 
their ſituation could admit of, aſſailed the ima- 
gination of her alarmed friend, who ſcreamed 
her name in all the energy of deſpair. 


« ] am ſafe, dear Madam, I am fafe,” cried 
Roſella ; © but in falling I have extinguiſhed 
the light: what ſhall we do?“ 

Oh, thank God you are not killed,” ex- 


claimed Miſs Beauclerc; “ I care not for 


any other diſaſter give me your arm.“ 


Roſella obeyed, and they crept to the 
ſwing gate, where, as they ſtood a moment, 
they were joined by the run-away Pet, who 
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announced himſelf by licking the hand of b 
Roſella, who was pleaſed to have recovered I 
him, and concluded, that not being able to 
get in at the Lodge, he had wandered back 


in ſearch of his deſerted companions : ſhe tt 


careſſed him with kindneſs, and he- followed 5 T 


her very patiently, | EF Þ 


They were more than half an hour croſſing = ris 
the field, and to their infinite ſatisfaction, at a 
length diſcovered the pond at the entrance of a ſta 
the lane, by a faint light which the water = 


<< We have now only level ground to tra- | a 
verſe,” ſaid Miſs Beauclerc, in a tone expreſ= | epit 
five of pleaſure—a ſenſation in which Roſella 
Joined, for ſhe had begun to feel inconve- 
nience from her accident. - Yet their ter- 
rors were not at anend: they had ſcarcely 
walked an hundred paces ere the rattiing of 
a carriage gave a new alarm ; for the dark- 
nels of the night rather increaſed than dimi- 
niſned, and they ran a conſiderable riſk of all tt 

x - being 


- * 
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being cruſhed under the wheels, from Us 
narrowneſs of the lane, 


Miſs Beauclerc called out, but in vain : 
the poſt-chaiſe, for ſuch it appeared to be, 
approached very rapidly, and Roſella then 
joined her voice to that of her friend, to de- 
precate the miſchief ſhe apprehended. Their 
united ſcreams at length reached the driver, 
and arreſted his ſpeed ; and at the ſame in- 
ſtant the chaiſe window was let down, and the 


voice of a man demanded the reaſon of the 
outcry. The poſtillion ſwore a tremendous 


oath, and levelled at the trembling Roſella 
and her indignant companion thoſe delicate 
epithets commonly uſed to the moſt unfor- 
cunate of their ſex, 


ce What the devil is the matter? again 
demanded the voice from. the carriage. 

«© Why, your Honor,” replied the pr 
ce jt's only a couple of ——” 

« How dare you,” cried Miſs Beauclerc, 
all the dignity of heroic virtue up in arms 
F 6 
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« how dare you inſult people of honor and 
| decency with ſuch vile language??? 

= Deſſent, quotha, retorted the driver; 
ee yes, you muſt be deſſent ſort of folks, 
to be ſure, to be a ſtroaming at this toime 
©'night in hedges and ditches, and up ſitch 
leanes as this!“ | | 


The perſon in the carriage ſilenced him 
with a tone of authority; then addreſſing the 
complainants, © Good women,” ſaid he, 
te are you hurt ?” CL 
Good women!“ retorted Miſs Beauclerc 
aloud.— Good women!“ repeated ſhe to 
herſelf, © great Heaven! was ever beautiful 
young heroine before included in ſuch a 
term!“ | 

c My head is giddy,” faid Roſella in a 
faint voice; I am very ſick !” 

The poſtillion was proceeding without fur- 


ther ceremony, but the gentleman called to- 


him to ſtop :—* Are you in diſtreſs ?” aſked 


My 


cc 
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« My poor Roſella!” exclaimed Miſs 
Beauclerc ; „what will become of us! 

« Which way are you travelling ?” re- 
ſumed the voice. 


At this moment a light appeared in that 


part of the lane adjoining the road. 


« I hope,” cried Miſs Beauclerc, not con- 
deſcending to attend to the queſtions ſhe 
heard, © this is my ſervant come in ſearch 
of us.“ | 

« Your ſervant !'” repeated the gentleman ; 
«© good God | how could this happen!” 


122 


He then jumped from the carriage, and 
approaching the offended fair one, aſked if 
ſhe had not been at Eideva Lodge about an 
hour back: on hearing the reply, he entreated 
forgiveneſs for the error he had been in, and 
begged the ladies would uſe the chaiſe in 


their return to Sedgfield. Roſella, recollect- 


ing the disfigured ſtate in which her wounded 
hand had put her, haſtily refuſed the prof- 
fered civility. 

« Nay 
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added he. 


No, no, my dear Miſs Beauclerc,” ſaid 
e,“ let us walk.“ 


The appearance of Simpſon, who carried 
the light they had ſeen, was in favor of the 
requeſt; but the maſter of the carriage 
ſtrenuouſly oppoſed it. | 


The poor old butler inſtantly diſ- 
covered the diſcolored flate of her gar- 
ments, and uttering an exclamation of 
horror, reſpectfully blamed his Lady for not 
requiring his attendance. 
Roſella been run over? 

« No, I hope not,” ſaid the gentleman 
haſtily ; „but the young lady ſhould be 
immediately carried to Sedgfield, that ſhe 
may be taken proper care of.“ 


Miſs 


Miſs Beauclerc aſſented to the propoſition ; 
and Roſella no longer oppoſing it from 
fatigue and weakneſs, the gentleman placed 
her in the chaiſe, where her heroic friend 
followed her, inviting the maſter of it to 


take 


CY Www © pod red ju" Wo 
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take his ſeat by her ſide. During their 
ſhort ride, he told Miſs Beauclerc that he 
was the perſon expected by the ſervant they 
had ſeen at the Lodge, who was, by a con- 
currence of melancholy circumſtances, the 
only remaining domeſtic of a once numerous 
and happy houſchold. © I underſtand from 
him, Madam, continued the gentleman, 
ce that chance has made you acquainted with 
a very. unfortunate young man, whom I once 
cailed whom I muſt ſtil] call my friend, 
in ſpite of his errors, and the miſery ty 
have produced.” 

« ] know not,” returned Miſs Beauclerc, 
« what thoſe errors ate: their effects are 
dreadful indeed! But I found it impoſſible to 
re fuſe my compaſhon to the deſolate fituation 
of this wretched youth, which became known 
to me in a ſingular manner.“ 


She then related the circumſtances attend- 
ing her firſt and ſecond interview. with 
Mompeſſon, to which his friend liſtened with 
intereſt and attention; but before her narration 
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had arrived at the period in which Ro ſella was 


driven to the forlorn hut he inhabited, the 
chaiſe ſtopped in the inn yard, to the mor- 
tification of her auditor, whoſe anxiety was 
much heightened to learn the ſequel of the 


tale. Roſella failed not on alighting, to en- 


quire for poor Pet, and had the ſatisfaction 
to hear that he had followed the carriage. 
She then withdrew to her chamber, accom- 


panied by Miſs Beauclerc, who finding that 


her ailments were not very ſerious, permit- 
ted her, after having changed her dreſs, to 


deſcend to the {upper table. 


The gentleman, who had announced him- 
ſelf as Mr. Delamere, had ſent to deſire the 
honor of taking his meal with the ladies, 
which Miſs Beauclerc conſented to after a 
little deliberation. As her companion and her- 
ſelf entered the eating- room appropriated to 
them, they found him already there, and he 
inſtantly congratulated Roſella upon her pre- 
ſent ſafety, with a compliment equally ad- 
dreſſed to her friend, upon their generoſity 
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/ a 
in having riſked it from motives of genuine 
compaſſion and charity. 


As Simpſon entered with the ſupper ap- 
paratus, Pet ſeized the opportunity of mak- 
ing his appearance likewiſe. Good God!“ 


exclaimed Mr. Delamere, from whence 


came this animal?“ 
<« It was yeſterday morning cntreiſied to 
my care,” replied Miſs Beauclerc, „with a 
requeſt to have him conveyed to the Lodge.” 
“so lately!“ ejaculated he: and Simpſon 
then quitting the room, he continued Poor 
Mompeſſon had been traced to Vork, and 
both his cloaths and his dog particularly de- 
ſcribed by various advertiſements, offering a 
conſiderable reward for further intelligence 
of his route. This little animal belonged to 
his favorite ſiſter; and I ſuppoſe he was 
unwilling to part with him but upon the 
moſt urgent neceſſity.“ | 
Roſella, as well as her friend, inſtantly 
conjectured that this advertiſement had met 
| | the 
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the eye of the wanderer when ſhe had preſent- 


ed him the papers at his forlorn retreat: but 
no further converſation could now take place, 


from the attendance upon the ſupper table. 


When the ſervants had withdrawn, Mr. 


Delamere eagerly requeſted all the informa- 


tion of his unhappy triend the ladies could 
give; as he faid he wiſhed to convey ſome 
money to him, without which he feared, by 
his lingering ſo near the habitation of his 
father, he could not quit the kingdom. 


* 


Miſs Beauclere complied with the en- 
treaty, not forgetting to paint the ſhare 


Roſella had taken in the adventure of the 
ſtorm, in a point of view the moſt favorable 
to her fortitude, her ſenſibility, and diſcre- 
tion. Mr. Delamere uttered ſome animated 
expreſſions of admiration upon the excel- 


lence of her heart; but Roſella, conſcious of 


the unwillingneſs with which ſhe had under- 
taken the miſhon ſo much extolled, declined 
his encomiums, and directed them to her 
friend. | 


Miſs 
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Miſs Beauclerc, in mentioning the embaſſy 
of which Pet was the object, deſcribed, at 
the requeſt of Mr. Delamere, the perſon of 
the peaſant who was charged with it,—* I 
muſt hope, ſaid he, © that I may reſcue 
this moſt unfortunate young man from fur- 
ther diſgrace and puniſhment: what he has 
already endured is, I am convinced, ſufficient 
to expiate his offence,” 


The queſtion which had the whole even- 
ing been hovering on the lips of Miſs Beau- 
clerc, could no longer be reftrained—what 
the nature of that offence was which had 
thus carried fo horrible a deſolation into the 
boſom of the family. g 


* The error of George Mompeſſon,“ faid 
Mr. Delamere gravely, „without the mi- 
tigation of many extenuating circumſtances, 
might juſtly be denominated a crime. You 
have not at this moment ſufficient time to 


hear all that I wiſh to relate in palliation, 


and I cannot endure that in your opinion he 
ſhould 
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ſhould fink to a point too abject: let me upon 


entreat then, that you will forbear all enquiry | Mon 
3 for the preſent; and ſhould you by accident | know 
a become acquainted with the fatal ſtigma at- juſtly 
ö tending a name once reſpected and revered, could 
1 let me conjure you to review his ſingle lapſe the la 
; | with all the indulgence your compaſſion and with 
: generoſity may ſuggeſt.” Beauc 
Þ | from 

i He then roſe, ſaying he ſhould inſtantly ſer with t 
I out for Stanmore Hills, and begin his ſearch, Fes; x 
0 an 


3 as he was ſenſible no time was to be loſt.— L 
1 He added, that on his return to Eideva Lodge, upon | 
, he ſhould call at Sedgfield, in the flattering I 


2 hope of again acknowledging the obligation >, 1 
1 he had received, in the perſon of his unhappy | = | 
; friend, and of being enabled to inform the Hy: p 
* * 5 o o : * : a 
4 ladies that their active humanity had been 2” þ 
4 | N * 8 0 
4 effectual. | Toy 
: the ref 
B 1 | 1 | Roſell; 
When Miſs Beauclerc and Roſella retired | when 
for the night, inſtead of taking the repoſe Þ 
and ver 
they ſo much required, they could not forbear 


verie v 


ſpending ſome time in forming conjectures 
upon 


: 1 
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upon the wide-ſpreading errors of young 
Mompeſſon, and deprecating his immediate 
knowledge of their tragical effects. They 
juſtly concluded that the people of the houſe 
could in a moment ſolve their doubts, becauſe 
the landlord had appeared ſo well acquainted 
with the diſtreſs at the Lodge; but Miſs 
Beauclerc from heroic motives, and Roſella 
from genuine delicacy, and in compliance 
with the requeſt of Mr. Delamere, woutd each 
ſooner have endured her ſuſpenſe for weeks, 
than have queſtioned any part of the family 
upon fo tender a ſubject. | 


It was late the next morning when they 
roſe ; and after breakfaſt, as Miſs Beauclerc 
had not yet had an opportunity of writing 


| what ſhe conceived to be the moſt intereſting 
part of her journal, ſhe determined to employ 


the reſt of the morning to that purpoſe, — 


Roſella remained alone in the eating- room, 
Which was rather detached from the houſe, 


and very quiet; and having fallen into a re- 
verie when her friend left her, ſhe had not 
„ 3 


1 
er 


OR 


CY TS = 1 —_—T a” tf, 
BY 5. A r Rt Ll WIEN 
* n ++ r 
> n 82 INENY 

— 5 4 


2 2 2 
2 . 


3 
— 
4 . | 


— 
9 
* 


tf 2 * = 4 * > 
— e Mods OA Was. Wi es n 
2 N — — * as. we , 7 XN. JH 22 — 8 0 1 L ar ten doo” > 
. * c 22 ee TR. x * 5 N 2 N en K * 


rs” 


IT Boe 43 IT. 
2 e 
| 


l 4.5 


ee oy 


fi 4 * x * 4 
* N 2 r Pn 
* Ca e e 
r oma 
- Tas 


"x18 . | ROSELLA, 


been rouſed from it by any external object for 


above an hour. During that time her 1deas 


had merely reverted, from the miſeries at the 
Lodge, to the unfortunate author of thoſe 
miſeries, and from him to the generous young 
man who was ſo anxious to * the misfor- 
tunes of this diſtracted family, who boldly 
avowed himſelf attached by affection to a 
being plunged into diſgrace and abject po- 
verty, and who appeared eager to bring to 
notice the habitual good qualities of his fallen 
friend, that the dark ſpot which tarniſhed 
them might be the leſs obſerved. Little as 
ſhe had ſeen of the world, this conduct was, 
the thought, by no means common, and ſhe 


remembered with regret, how ſmall had. 


been her merit in acting the part that had 
procured her ſo many eulogiums. She con- 
ceived a higher idea of the judgment of Mits 
Beauclerc, from the opinions ſhe had ro- 
mantically hazarded concerning the my/terious 
ftranger, and from her ſolicitude to aſſiſt him, 
than any ſhe had formed ſince they had quit- 
ted Mr. Mordaunt, whoſe parting words had 

made 


ne 
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unacco 
idea th. 
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Roſclla 


made a conſiderable impreſſion upon her 
mind, and infuſed a kind of ſuſpicion into it, 


| which though Roſella regarded as treaſonable 
. to gratitude and friendſhip, ſhe could not 
: , wholly diſcard. 

y She was muſing ſtill with great earneſtneſs, 
* when two gentle taps at the door recalled her 
5 attention; it opened, and Mr. Delamere ap- 


o ßpeared. Roſella ſtarted up I hope you 
n bring good news?“ cried ſhe haſtily, 
d © I thank you a thouſand times for your 
as ſeolicitude,“ returned he. — Yes, I bring 
is, better news than ] had dared to hope.” 
he Fou have ſeen him?“ aſked Roſella. 
ad 1 have ſeen him: having parted with 
ad his dog, he changed his cloaths at Reeth, and 
n- had the imprudence to return to the very 
| ſpot where you met with him. So that I 
ſoon diſcovered his retreat : for I was almoſt 
unaccountably carried to che place, from an 
idea that he would not be far from it.“ 

« But is he now removed?“ interrupted 
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« He is,” replied Mr. Delamere : © I 
truſt that he has by this time, almoſt reached 
the ſea-port we fixed upon whilſt I remained 

with him; and if he gets out of the kingdom, 
all will be well.” | : 

« All will be well!” repeated ſhe, the 

| ſcene at the Lodge ſtill dwelling upon her 
mind. 

« Very partially, and in a moſt limitted 

ſenſe, I muſt mean,” replied -Delamere :— 
ec believe me, he is much to be pitied even 


| where he is moſt to be condemned. If you 5 Ti 
could know,” added he, © what he has ſuf- MW t. 
fered, and ſtill ſuffers, you would oreatly D wari 
compaſſionate him: he ſpeaks with energe= | <#. 
tic gratitude of the generous attentions of mou 


your friend, and pays an ampler tribute of 
admiration and reverence to the gentle being 
that appeared to him in the fury of the ſtorm, 
and placed before his eyes the abyſs into 
which he was falling. Your friend, in his 
preſence, called you Roſella: he remembers 
the name, but his car did not catch any 
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Roſella, underſtanding this as an indirect 
application, replied that ſhe was called 
Montreſor: Mr. Delamere bowed.—*< Miſs 
Beauclerc,”” added ſhe, © will be happy to 
hear of your return, and the ſucceſs that has 
attended you: I will inform her that you are 


here.“ 


She then withdrew, and ran to perform 
her commiſſion. 


It ſo happened, that the good lady had 
at this moment brought her narrative un- 
warily to a point, where it was eſſential that 


ſhe ſhould introduce the faux pas of her 


mountain hero, and ſhe very readily com- 


plied with the ſummons of Roſella. 


Mr, Delamere repeated to her the ſub- 
ſtance of what he had related to her young 
companion, and Miſs Beauclerc thanked him 
for the information, 
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9 « J claim your preſence at our dinner hin 
4 table,” added ſhe; * and until we adjourn gra-. 
. | to it, the time ſhall be given to an uninter- clue 
1 rupted detail of the unfortunate hiſtory of the 
q your friend, young Mompeſſon: I feel well ne ve 
£ diſpoſed to liſten to it with all che indulgence cout 
4 you have predemanded, and J beg leave to polit 
3 obſerve to you, that Roſella and myſelf have whic 
8 avoided any enquiry into the origin of thoſe | 

F: 


diſtreſſes repreſented to us at the Lodge, that 
we might hear it with every favorable cir- | Roſe 
cumſtance it will admit of.” N hic 

« I told you,” replied he, © thar many IM beyor 
palliatives were attached to his miſconduct, I comi: 
and certainly the fact is ſo: but I muſt yet IM praiſe 
entreat your patience, and the generous for- J He e: 
bearance you have hitherto uſed, in not ſeek- diinne. 
ing to know, by common report, what mult was ob 
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| much excite vour curioſity. The family at the he wil 

4 Lodge are too much pitied and reſpected to ance, 

4 allow me any fear that the cauſe of their the el 

0 wretchedneſs ſhouid be obtruded upon you Beauc! 

5 without any apparent ſolicitude on your part: with he 

N and— I think will tell you that Mompeſſon And o 
| himſelf 
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S himſelf conjured me not to reveal his diſ- 
| grace to you, until I could reaſonably con- 

| clude, from the lapſe of time, that he had left 
q the kingdom; for he proteſted he would 
| | never ſurvive the ſimple poſſibility of en- 
countering you or your young friend, in the 
>» | politive character, to uſe his own words, 
e which are undeſervedly harſh, of a villain,” 
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it ; The eager wiſhes of Milfs Beauclerc and 
1 Roſella to learn this ſecret, the diſcloſure of 
which was fo long delayed, were now almoſt 
y 1 beyond controul ; but ſimulated by the en- 
comiums of Delamere to merit ſtill further 
et 1 praiſe, they acquieſced with his propoſal. — 
- ; He expreſſed his acknowledgments for the 
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dinner invitation, which was à pleaſure he 
was obliged, he ſaid, to deny himſelf, becauſe 
he withed to enſure, by his perſonal attend- 
ance, every proper reſpe& to the remains of 
the elder Mr. Mompeſſon : but if Miss 
Beauclerc would allow him to take his tea 
with her, he ſhould think himſelf honored. 
And on the following morning, if ſhe re- 
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mained ſo long at Sedgficld, he would ex- 
poſe to her the horrible depravity of a fa- 
ſhionable and titled Circe, who was the pri- 
mary cauſe of the calamities which had fo 


much excited her compaſſion and intereſt. 


She readily agreed to the propoſition, ſay- 


ing ſhe was merely travelling for the im- 


Provement of her health and ſpirits, both of 
which had lately received a ſhock by ſeve re 
loſſes ; and it was therefore indifferent to her 
whether ſhe remained a day or a week 1n any 
place where ſhe could be tolerably well ac- 


commodated. 


Mr. Delamere then withdrew; and Ro- 
fella, the next minute, beheld him on horſe- 
back, oalloping in the road that led to the 
Lodge. | 


When Simpſon entered to lay the cloth, 
Roſella remarked that he appeared indiſ- 
poſed, and kindly enquired if he felt unwell: 


he ſhook his head, and as Miſs Beauclerc was 
not 
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125 
not-in the room, ſaid, with fome ſymptoms of 
i11-humour, that his Lady's fancies would ſoon 
kill him, for he had not been uſed to ſuch a 
vagary life, and was too old to take to it now. 
Roſella, who had from infancy received from 
the old man many marks of kindneſs and 
regard, was grie ved that he ſhould have real 
occaſion for complaint, and deſiring him to 
deſiſt from what he was doing, and leave the 
care of the table to the people of the houſe, 
begged him to repoſe himſelf, and ſhe would 
inform Miſs Beauclerc of his indiſpoſition. 


«© No, Miſs Montreſor, faid Simpſon, 
« Tcan't do that : who is there here to lay a 
cloth, or put a dinner upon table as it ſhould ' 
be? if I was to leave it to thoſe folks, it 
would not be fit to fit down to.“ 


Roſella was well acquainted with the ob- 
ſtinacy of the old man, and ran to her friend 
to urge her interference. But Miſs Beauclerc 
interpoſed in vain; Simpſon would not hear 
of ſeceding from his office, and after many 
arguments 
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arguments and entreaties, Roſella was obliged 
to give up the point. 


It was late in the evening when Mr. De- 
lamere returned: he told them he had ar- 


ranged affairs at the Lodge, where he had 


procured the preſence of a relation of the 
family, as he could not conſult young Mom- 
peſſon, who knew not as yet the tragical 
events which had taken place there, and was 
perſuaded the total ſilence, and ſeeming de- 
ſertion of his natural friends, were the effects 
of a juſt anger, and an intimation that they 


wiſhed to caſt him off. 


« And did you not even hint at any part 
of what had happened ?” ſaid Miſs Beauclerc. 

« Had I done ſo,” returned Delamere, 
ce he would perhaps have ſurmiſed the reſt, 
and have become careleſs of his fate : and 
though I know his exiſtence 1s a burthen to 
him, I think the future feelings of his amiable 


and unfortunate ſiſters, ſhould they ever 
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recover to a knowledge of the termination of 
this unhappy affair, ought' to be as much 
attended to as poſſible. | 


After this little diſcuſſion, the converſation 
became leſs gloomy : Delamere diſplayed 
himſelf to great advantage on the different 
topics that aroſe, and Miſs Beauclerc might 
poſſibly have fixed upon ſo pleaſing a young 
man as the ſucceſsful lover of her Roſella, 
had not that important perſonage, in her 
drama, been already immutably decided upon 


between herſelf and Mrs. Ellinger. 
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V. 


The faſcination oi high-born beauty analyzed, 


M. DELAMERE was to breakfaſt with 
the ladies by appointment; and as Mis 
Beauclerc had no objection to his falling very 
deſperately in love with Roſella, though ſhe 
did not mean that his ſighs ſhould be returned, 
ſhe ſuffered her to deſcend to the ſitting- room 
ſome time before ſhe choſe to be ready, to 


allow of an intereſting 7#7e-4-zete, 


The gentleman was waiting their levee 


when Roſella entered it, but the effect of the 
reucontre was not ſo intereſting as Miſs 


Beauclerc might have expected: indeed it 
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is not to be aſcertained what declarations of 
eternal paſſion might have eſcaped the lips of 
Mr. Delamere, had not poor Simpſon, 
buſy as uſual, entered the apartment im- 5 
mediately after Roſella, whole attention 
then reverted almoſt wholly to him. 


. ty 
af et - 


« How are you?“ demanded the, with a 
look of unaffected ſolicitude: © you appear 
quice Ul—why do you fatigue yourſelf with 
the breakfaſt—pray go and lie down, and Miſs 
Beauclerc will ſend, i am ſure, for aſſiſtance.” 
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Simpſon looked very melancholy, but 
made no anſwer ; and having fimſhed what 
he had undertaken, notwithſtanding her re- 
monſtrances, he withdrew without replying 
to them. Roſella was much diſtreſſed; and 
Mr. Delamere perceiving it, obſerved that 
as Miſs Beauclerc had no other fervant with 
her, he hoped ſhe would accept the attend- 
ance of his valet during the indiſpoſition of 
the old man, _— 


G 5 © Lf 
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Lou are very good,” replied Roſella: 
42 a Simpſon might. be then induced 
to ſpare himſelf; I will run and inform Miſs 
" Beauclerc of his increaſing illneſs.“ 


She was haſtening to execute this intention, 
but was prevented leaving the room by the 
entrance of her friend, who on hearing the 
report, very peremptorily inſiſted that Simp- 
ſon ſhould retire to his bed, and ordered him 
proper attendance : and the old butler, over- 
come by pain and wearinels, ſubmitted to her 
deciſion. 


The breakfaſt was rather hurried by Miſs 
Beauclerc, whoſe impatience to hear the pro- 
miſed narrative was become rather trouble- 
ſome; but Mr. Delamere was by no means 
equally anxious to relate it: to him the taſk 
was painful, and Miſs Beauclerc was obliged 
to remind him of his promile before he 
thought of executing it. 
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ce It is a melancholy hiſtory you require of 
me,” ſaid he; “ a hiſtory in which you will 
find artifice and inſidious vice triumphant 
over ingenuouſneſs, and the firmneſs of ha- 
bitual and tried integrity. I will give it you 
without preface, but I muſt again entreat that 
your judgment of my unhappy friend may 
lean to mercy,” | 


Miſs Beauclerc bowed, whilſt Roſella, all 
attention to the expected tale, looked eagerly 
in the face of Delamere, but ſpoke not. 

« Young Mompeſſon,” reſumed he, © is 
the only ſon of thoſe unhappy parents, who 
could not ſurvive his errors and diſgrace ; and 
his two ſiſters, {till more unfortunate, com- 
poſed the whole of a family, united equally 
by the gentleſt bonds of affection as by the 
ties of conſanguinity, George received the 
moſt liberal education—we met at a public 
ſchool, and were both gratified by being ac- 
cidentally entered at the ſame Univerſity, ' 
After he had quitted it, he returned home, 

G 6 where 
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4 where he remained rather more than a year, | eq 
4 but not in idleneſs: for his father was a man hi: 
A of genius and learning, and was anxious to 
improve both the natural and acquired ta- ce 
I lents of his ſon. From this period, the im- | ht 
1 petuoſity of character which was ſufficiently * fo! 
" diſtinguiſhable in young Mompeſſon, could t a 
L no longer be reſtrained to partial inaftivity; his 
A he wiſhed to enter upon ſome mode of life | ha] 
4 which would enable him to improve kn 
4 the moderate patrimony he was born to ab] 
| inherit, and give him at once wealth and anc 
celebrity. The bar appeared to be his elec- Col 
tion, and his father did not oppoſe his choice; ma 
becauſe poor Mompeſſon was formed to ſur- the 
paſs moſt men in a ſituation which calls at inte 
once tor ſound judgment and a brilliant ima- wa: 
gination : many circumſtances however, oc- wit 
curred to cruſh the project, and he became a inc 
partner in a houſe of extenſive intereſt and tio: 
univerſal concern, There, his promptitude, I c 
his integrity, his exactneſs, his judgment, and unb 
| Vagzous abilities were equally perceptible and ver 
* 4 equally 
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equally relied upon: he was the favorite of 
his ſeniors, the idol of his dependants. 

« Thus far his career was deſervedly ſuc- 
ceſsful: the. income he now poſſeſſed, enabled 
him to mix with the gay world of faſhion and. 
folly, and there it enſured him a welcome re- 


ception. Amongſt the moſt diſtinguiſhed of 


his aſſociates for birth and rank, he was per- 
haps admitted and careſſed, becauſe it Was 
known that he could command very conſider- 
able ſums of money : with the more virtuous 
and diſintereſted however, his preſence was 
courted, from the unaffected elegance of his 
manners, the {weetneſs of his diſpoſition, and 


the charm which his univerſal genius threw 


into the ſociety he frequented. Evety man 
was then proud to acknowledge an intggeourſe 
with Mompeſſon, and many women, of no 
inconſiderable fortune, ſighed to fix his atten= 
tion. A female of a noble houſe—why ſhould 
I conceal her name, who has, with the moſt 
unbluſhing depravity, employed every per- 
verted charm of intellect and perſon, 4 "0 

| mately 
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mately to ruin, to diſtract, to annthilate an 
amiable family, for the ſhameleſs gratification 


of vanity, vice, and extravagance ?—Oh Ma- 


dam ! whilſt my wretched friend wanders far 
from the ſociety he was accuſtomed to adorn, 
whilſt he bears—yet hardly bears his cruel 
diſgrace, as yet unconſcious of the dreadful 
calamities hanging over his crime, this woman 
hears unmoved the opprobrium ſhe forced 
upon him, and audaciouſly expreſſes her in- 
dignation that his atrocious inſolence ſhould 
have urged him to raiſe bis eyes to her.— 
Why is ſhe not driven from the face of day, 
and loaded with the infamy ihe merits ? Be- 
cauſe her principles are not ſingular in the 
ſphere ſhe moves in, and becauſe the virtues 
or the merits of her anceſtors have tranſmit- 
ted to her in the honors ſhe claims, a right to 
become degraded and vicious, without feel- 
ing the keennets of chat ſtigma which the 
world affixes to the humbler oftiender. She 
is handſome, ſhe plays deep, ſhe bets, ſhe 
lures—ſhe is abhorred, deſpiſed, and tole- 
rated; whilſt ths reſpectable but unnoticed 
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family of Mompeſſon ſilently receive the 
poiſon ſhe guided to their lips, and unable to 
blazon the extent of their wrongs to the 
world, ſink into the grave, or find a refuge 
in the annihilation of their reaſon. 

« This woman this unprincipled woman, 
ſaw my poor friend, and admired him: but 
to her his particular attentions were not di- 
rected, for he was unconſcious of, or indif- 
ferent to the ſentiments ſhe affected to diſ- 


play—ſentiments the ſituation of the lady 


ſhould have taught her to repel. She was 
married ; but ſeparated from her huſband, 
who allowed for her maintenance merely a 
pittance which the law extorted from him, 
for ſhe had been nearly portionleſs : with 
this, ſhe retired to the houte of an amiable, 
but too facile friend of the firſt rank, whoſe 
huſband became the ſlave of her faſcinations ; 
but when her rapacious demands upon his 
fortune could no longer be complied with, 
without injuring his legitimate children, he 
refuſed to fatisfy them, and the harpy was 
compelled, 


— 
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compelled, by her habitual profuſion and na- 
tural depravity, to ſeek other dupes to her 
various wiles: yet ſtill ſhe retained, by un- 
known arts, the ſituation from which outraged 
hoſpitality, offended + chaſtity, and inſulted 
dignity ſhould have driven her; and from 
this conſpicuous poft, looked round for the 
victims ſhe meant to ſelect. George Mom- 
peſſon met her eye; and his addreſs, his vi- 
vacity of temper, his youth, and circum- 
ſtances marked him for her prey. I will 
not offend your ear, continued Delamere, 
ce with the detail of her Syren arts; Mompeſſon 
fatally yielded to them; and intoxicated with 
her favor, charmed with her beauty, her ac- 
compliſhments, her treacherous wit, her in- 
ſinuating manners, in which the ſeduction of 
the proſtitute is veiled by the exaltation of 
noble birth, and by the moſt well-acted 
ſweetneſs, gentleneſs, and ſenſibility, he ſup- 
plied her with all the money he could com- 
mand, becauſe he was told that her diſtreſſes 
aroſe from the avarice of a brutal huſband, 


who often withheld the pittance aſſigned her, 
But 
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But her demands did not ſtop here: as her 


power over his mind increaſed, ſhe attempted 
to bend him to her purpoſes, by plunging 
him into the diſhonorable acts of abuſing the 
confidence his friends and aſſociates in buſi- 
neſs repoſed in him ;—he reſiſted, but her 
tears and feigned agonies of diſtraction wrung 
his heart: ſhe talked of being dragged igno- 
miniouſly to a jail, and he flew to his father 


for the aſſiſtance his principles forbade him to 


derive from baſeneſs. The good old man 
forcing himſelf to credit the tale he told, yet 
alarmed at the hurry ing, the repentant con- 
fuſion of his ſon, laid before his daughters the 
petition he had made, as his granting it 
would reduce them to an entire dependance 
upon their brother : theſe generous young 
women confiding in his honor for the reſtitu- 
tion he had promiſed, made no ſcruple of 
ſacrificing their immediate proſpects to his 
neceſſitics. The elder. was recently engaged 
to a gentleman in her neighbourhood, and as 
young Mompeſſon required the ſtricteſt ſe- 
crecy, and her portion had been already 
named 
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named to her lover, the marriage was obliged 
to be protracted upon various pretences, 
which he had reaſon to ſuppoſe trivial; and 
piqued at the apparent inconſtancy of his 
miſtreſs, he entered the Army, and left the 
kingdom. Young Mompeſſon learned this 


diſtreſſing fact too late to prevent the miſery 


of his gentle ſiſter, who had inſiſted that it 
ſhould never be mentioned to him; and 
ſtung with remorſe, goaded too by the in- 
creaſing demands of his infamous ſeductreſs, 
he aſſented to the plan ſhe had often pro- 
poſed, of adjourning to thoſe gaming-tables, 
which the hereditary and elected legiſlators 
of the realm ſuffer their wives and their liſters 
to hold under their own roofs; where the 
younger and more lovely females of the fa- 
mily are inſtructed to act as decoys to the ad- 
miring, the unwary ſtranger. Good God!“ 


continued Delamere, © that we ſhould won- 


der at, that we ſhould dare arraign the pre- 
valence of licentious opinions amongſt the 
multitude, when they muſt be voluntarily 


blind, or elſe behold the general licentious 
| conduct 
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conduct of che titled and the rich -a conduct 
from which the laws of the land either with- 
hold them, or not having power to with- 
hold, puniſh with ſeverity. The labourer 
mult per force ſuffer his family to ſhare the 
produce of his toil:—the idleneſs or the deſer- 
tion of the labourer from is family is cog- 
nizable by the law; he is ſought after, 
brought back, impriſoned, and a better con- 
duct enforced; whilſt the profligate Noble 
diſſipates the eſtates of his anceſtors with im- 
punity, and leaves the titled heir of his vices 
a penſioner upon the community at large, 
through the channel of power. The labourer 
is uncertain if he may not to-morrow, by the 
fury of fanatical reform, be forbidden to have 
his humble dinner baked on the ſeventh day; 


and it he has ever profited by the Sunday 


{chools thoſe very reformers of morals have 
ſo induſtriouſly propagated, he may read in 
an alehouſe newſpaper of the magnificent 


_ dinners, concerts, card parties, collations, and 


ſuppers given by his Grace, the Counteſs, 
Sir John, my Lady, and all the Right Honor- 
able 
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able group upon the ſame facred day. Who 
then will dare tobe indignant at this man'slicen- 
tious opinions? If the anecdotes of the great. 
do not always redound to their credit, if the 
daily prints will record their follies and their 
vices, and if the pious promoters of learning 
amongſt the labouring poor will enable chem 
to proſe over © thoſe pictures of the times,” 
why do we ſtand aſtoniſhed at the diffuſion of 
levelling principles? But pardon me I have 
wandered from my ſubject, from the impe- 
tuous reflections it gave riſe to. I left poor 
Mompeſſon in a ſituation of danger, in which 
all that can be augured of evil fortune actually 
befel him: at the faſhionable gaming tables, 
the ſoft accents of an harmonious voice, 
the ſeducing ſmiles of Beauty drew his 
attention perpetually from the opportuni- 


ties Fortune offered in her beſt moods; and 
accelerated, redoubled her perſecutions when 


ſhe began to frown. If perchance he was 
ſucceſsful, falvers of liqueurs were preſented 
with officious repetition, till his judgment was 
wholly obſcured, and he loſt his advantages ; 
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if he was unfortunate, and wiſhed to retire, 
he was allured, ridiculed, ſneered at till he 
trebled his bets, and more than trebled 
thoſe debts, which the next morning he was 
compelled to make good. 

« In the midſt, however, of theſe deſpe- 
rate reſources, he contrived, in defiance of 
the diſtreſſes which on every fide aſſailed 
him, to refund the ſum his family had ſo ge- 
nerouſly relinquiſhed ; becauſe his heart every 
moment reproached him with the rupture he 
had unwittingly occaſioned between his ſiſter 
and her lover, and the conſequent miſery it 
had entailed upon her: but the effort haſ- 
tened his own deſtruction, and equally urged 
forward that of beings dearer to him than life. 
One evening, more propitious than uſual, 
had ſent him from the Pharo table with ſome 
thouſands in his poſſeſion, and with the 
money his ſituation enabled him at that mo- 
ment to raiſe without ſuſpicion, amounted 
to the ſum he had accepted for a purpoſe ſo 
unworthy : he put the whole into his pocket-- 
book, and was proceeding to veſt it in the 

| hands 


— . —— —— . — 
E — 


142 RNosELLA. 


hands of his father's agent, when a note W 
reached him from Lady — — for fo is the 
+ wretch denominated, that ſhe mult ſee him 

without a moment of delay at the uſual place 

of rendezvous, or her inevitable death would 
avenge his neglect. He flew to the ap- 
pointed ſpot, and found her in an agony of 
mingled diſdain, rage, and apprehenſion, oc- 
caſioned by the threat of a jeweller to arreſt 
her immediately, unleſs ſhe paid him without 
heſitation, for a ſet of diamonds which he was 
well informed had diſappeared a few days 
after they had paſſed from his hands into 
her'ss Mompeſſon heard the ſtory varniſhed 
as it came to his ear, with diſguſt, and felt his 
remorſe redoubled that for ſuch an abandoned 
extravagant, he had ruined the peace of his 
innocent ſiſter: all the arts and blandiſh- 
ments of his miſtreſs were inſufficient to in- 
duce him to alter his original diſpoſition of 
the money he at that moment carried about 
him, and he left her to execute his purpoſe. 
When it was accompliſhed however, his 


heart was torn with anxiety for the fate of the 
| woman 
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woman to whom his profeſſions of inviolable 
attachment had been equally ardent and 
ſincere: and his total want of power to aſſiſt 
her, ſhould the menace of her irritated credi- 
tor be fulfilled, gave him horror inconceiy- 
able. In this ſtate he remained until the fol- 
lowing day, reſolving very fully to forego his 
irregularities, and again become all that his 
fond family hoped he ſtill was, when a ſecond 
billet was given him, dated from a ſpungingß- 
houſe. He ftarted—the contents drove him 
to diſtraction the bane, the blaſter of his 
youth informed him that ſhe had a fatal vial 
in her poſſeſſion, the contents of which ſhe 
vowed to ſwallow in two hours, if in that 
time ſhe were not let at liberty, that ſhe might 
cruſh the flying rumours of her diſgrace by 
her preſence in the uſual circles. He could 
not hefitate—he ruſhed on his deſtruction, 
became bail for her, and at her inſtigation, 
for he was compelled immediately to produce 
the ſum in queſtion, uſed the ſignature of his 
partners to a draft which he negociated, with 
an intention of taking it up with the firſt 
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money he received, to which he ſubjoined a 


ſolemn vow never more to behold the face of 


the woman who had lured him to deſtroy his 
- ſelf-reſpe&, his peace, and his honor. | 


« She ſaved him however, from the con- 
flicts of love and prudence in preſerying this 


laſt reſolution, by ſending him a letter of 


conge, in which. ſhe informed him that his 


backwardneſs to reſcue her from ſcorn and 


contempt had opened her eyes to the decline 
of his affection, and ſhe would not be indebted 
any further to compaſſion, for the ſervices 
and aſſiduities ſhe had a right to claim from 


' fondneſs and gratitude: and ſhe concluded 


by defiring him to return her letters and her 
picture, and forget that ſhe had ever been 
ſo weak as to fancy -they were pleaſing to 
him—a requeſt his indignant pride immedi- 
ately prompted him to comply with. In fact 
this diſgrace to her ſex was alarmed at the 
ſhare ſhe had in the laſt deſperate action of 
her victim, and plainly ditcerning that if he 
proceeded in the career the had forced him 
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into, that he was inevitably undone, and if 
he retracted, he was no longer for her pur- 
poſes—ſhe therefore accepted the devoirs of 
a rich, but avaricious old Nobleman, the day 
after her liberation from confinement had 
been effected at the expence of all that was 
moſt dear to the unhappy Mompeſſon, of 
whom [I have little further to ſay, but that his 
fatal lapſe was diſcovered by one of thoſe un- 
expected coincidence of circumitances which 
it is impoſſible to foreſee : his friends, whoſe 
names he had fo unwarrantably uſed, would 
fain have huſhed the tranſaction, and ſaved 
him from ignominy and danger; but it could 
not be accompliſhed. | 
«© Mompeſſon, in the fury of deſpair, 
would have choſen inſtant anmhilation ; but 
his life was preſerved till better thoughts pre- 
vailed, and he fled, though not till every port 
was ſhut againſt him, and he found himſelf 
univerſally proſcribed and ſought after. The 
ſum he had taken with him was almoſt ex- 
pended, and the foreiga letters of credit he 
VOho 3h. .H had 
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had received from his generous benefactors 


could not have extricated him from the diſ- 
treſs that already aſſailed him, when you ſo 
providentially encountered him in his retreat, 
from whence he had diſpatched an account of 
his perilous ſituation to his family, at that 
moment incapable of hearing or relieving his 
anguiſh by the few words of pardon he had 
implored. His meſſenger, not very intelli- 
gent, left the letter entruſted to him with the 
hired nurſe attending poor old Mompeſlon, 
v-ho had ſent only the day before his faithful 
domeſtic to me for. intelligence of the un- 
happy wanderer, and with an intimation that 
death was faſt ſtealing him from his ſorrows. 
The billet of his ſen. he never read; for his 
ſenſes had failed before it arrived, and the old 
woman wholly forgot it, until I required it of 
her at my return to the Lodge. 


e Tt is therefore to your humanity alone 
that I have been enabled to trace him, and by 
which I hope he has, ere now, eſcaped the 
poſſibility of a purſuit.“ 
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Miſs Beauclerc bowed rather coldly, in re- 
turn to this compliment, —© Good heavens!” 
thought ſhe, © have I then waſted ſo much 
time and ſympathy upon an object who has 
merely committed a vulgar forgery ! and 
whoſe proſtituted heart was not worthy the 
honor of being captivated by my Roſella—a 
fellow whoſe ſenſibility has been blunted by 
running the gauntlet of thoſe beauties fo 
profuſely exhibited by the whole tribe of 
little Caſſinos about town! Is 


Her indignation was rouſed by his pre- 
ſumption in having dared to direct one 
glance of admiration at Miſs Montreſor, and 
noſt ſeriouſly did ſne repent the many hours 
ſhe had ſtolen from a much more important 
and delightiul purſuit, for a man whoſe dying 
ſpeech and confeſſion would contain the hor- 
rible periods of Newgate eloquence, expreſ- 
five of regret for being drawn in to ſpend his 
Sundays in bad company, the beginning of 
all evil, and giving up his time to the lewd 
purſuits of ſwearing, drinking, cards, and 
H 2 dice, 
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dice. What a hiſtory |—when compared, 
too, with the intereſting dying ſpeeches and 
confeſſions of repentant heroes, who diſcover to 
their attentive auditors a beautiful long buried 
wife ſhut up in one ſecret dungeon, and a till 
more beautiful diſcarded miſtreſs very ſafely 
depoſited in another, not forgetting the old 

cheſt in the corner, containing the mouldering 
bones of a murdered rival, repoſing quietly 
upon the purloined title-deeds of his own 
eſtates, which being reſtored to ſome cottage- 
cradled damſel, their rightful owner, exalt 
her to an canis with ſome diſintereſted and 
illuſtrious lover, whoſe paſſion and valor have 
elucidated the whole buſineſs, and placed th 
ſaddle upon the right horſe. 


Roſella, perceiving that Mr. Delamere 
was very apparently chagrined at the inauſpi- 
cious reverie of her friend, exerted herſelf to 
remove the impreſſion it could not fail to 
give him, by expreſſing the unmixed com- 
paſſion ſhe ſtill felt for young Mompeſſon, 
and lamenting the fatal deſtiny which had 
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led him into the ſociety of ſuch a wretch as 
Lady —. 8 | | 


Mr. Delamere was much gratified that her 
ſentiments remained unaltered ; and whilſt he 


beſtowed the moſt animated encomiums upon 


ker philanthropy, Miſs Beauclerc recollected 


the ungenerous appearance her ſilence muſt 
have, and atoned for it by a little exertion of 
the hypocriſy ſociety” not only allows, but 
ſometimes exacts: ſhe renewed her civilities 
to Delamere, and made her peace by propo- 
ling that they ſhould not ſeparate at dinner, 
which he gratefully acceded to. 


Roſella now withdrew to enquire into the 
fituation of poor Simpſon, which was lament- 
able enough, as ſhe found him - combating a 
ſtrong fit of rheumatic gout with the trea- 
cherous arms of anger and impatience : the 
old butler had more than once before been 
diſcomfited by the fame enemy; but he had 
always, until this time, been conſoled by the 


| auxiliaries of kind attendance, a comfortable 
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chamber, and a good bed. The attention of 
Roſe lla, however, enforced that of others, 
and at her repreſentation, Miſs Beauclerc de- 
fired that a nurſe ſhould be procured, that he 
might not ſuffer from the hurry and forget- 
fulneſs incident to a houſe of public reſort : 
and at the repeated requeſt of Mr. Delamere, 
his ſervant was, en attendant, conſtituted 
valet extraordinary to the ladies, who would 
be, he ſuppoſed, detained ſome time at Sedg- 
field by the circumſtance, which he was not 
diſpleaſed at, becauſe he intended to remain 
there ſeveral days himſelf to ſettle the affairs 
at the Lodge, and attend the interment of 
Mr. Mompeſſon. 


Theſe ceremonials being adjuſted, and 
there appearing to be ſeveral hours interven- 
ing between that of dinner, the gentleman 
propoſed a rural promenade, offering him- 
ſelf as an eſcort to the ladies; and as Miſs 
Beauclerc was no longer in ſuch extreme haſte 
to record the unhappy narrative of the 


mountain hero, ſhe aſſented to the plan. On 
beholding 
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beholding the immenſe expanſe of waves 
which could be plainly diſcerned beyond the 
eaſtern coaſt, ſhe immediately figured to 
herſelf the ſublimity of a young heroine 
gazing over the mountain tops, which gra- 
dually retire from her heroic viſion, till they 
gain the delightful and celebrated appearance 
of blue miſts; and then the majeſtic ocean, 
rolling its ſuperb billows from the ſtrand 
where her lover was torn from her, or ſhe was 
torn from her lover ; but unfortunately the 
Gerinan ocean, far from inſpiring ſuch 
heavenly fancies as the vicinity of a Venetian 
ſea might have created, could raiſe in a com 
mon imagination, only the heavy murmurs of 
a Dutch fiſhery, or the coarſe ſcenery of a 
grand bout of ſalmon pickling ; it was cruel 
certainly, and Miſs Beauclerc withed herſelf 
very vehemently on the celebrated banks of 
the Garonne, or gliding through the Rialto, 
encircled by dying cadencies, garniſhed with 
pauſes, and ſwells, and ritornellos. 
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Her companion and Mr. Delamere having 
left her to contemplate at her leiſure, walked 
lowly forward; and frequently ſtanding ſtill 
to diſcuſs with earneſtneſs the merits and miſ- 
fortunes of the Mompeſſon family, Roſela 
learned ſeveral intereſting . of the 


culprit's amiable ſiſters, which heightened | 


the intereſt ſhe already felt in their fate. — 
When he had unwarily drawn the tears to 
her eyes, he ſuddenly checked himſelf, and 
introduced another ſubject; but that one 
which moſt occupied the imagination of each 
would ftill* recur, and Roſella mentioned 
a Wiſh of poſſeſſing the drawing traced by 
the recluſe, in thoſe lingering moments he 
would fain have urged forward, whilſt not cer- 
tain but the next might conduct him to an- 


nihilation. 


« Perhaps, faid Delamere, he may 


have left it in the hut: do you ſuppoſe 


your friend would object to employ a day in 
viſiting Stanmore Hills, which are well 


worthy her oblervation ? If ſhe aſſents, we 
will 
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will look once more at the habitation of the 
unhappy wanderer, and trace his erring ſteps 
to the ſcene which ſtole him for a moment 


from the recollection of miſery and miſ- 


conduct.“ 


Roſella was pleaſed with the propoſal, and 
her ſolicitations, joined to the proſpect of 
waiting the convaleſcence of Simpſon, in- 


duced Miſs Beauclerc to concur readily in an 


excurſion that promiſed a little variation from 
the tireſome ſameneſs of her preſent life, in 
which her only amuſement conſiſted of rock- 
ing the cradle of her elevared fancies ; without 
perceiving any poſſibility that the inclina- 
tions of Roſella might take a bias that would 
fruſtrate all her heroic plans, which deſtined 
her as the reward of Lord Morteyne's diſinte- 
reſted paſſion, whom ſhe repreſented to herſelf 
and to Selina, ſighing in the extreme diſconſo- 
lation of that poetic death in love—abſence, 
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II. 


Rage for ſublime evaſions—the myſicrious diſappearance 


of two heroines. 


Ar the grave of Mr. Mompeſſon, the 
moſt rugged cheek was watered with a tear; 
and there the curſes of wounded humanity 
were raiſed to heaven, againſt the ſhameleſs 
depravity of thoſe titied and untitled beings, 

- Who revel in our bloated metropolis upon the 
Tpoils of the young and the unwary. 
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Miſs Beauclerc and Roſella had not been 
able to abſent themſelves from this ſcene, 
where the ſtory of the young man's ſeduc- 
tion and his wrongs, was told in various ways 
by many execrating tongues, and the annihi- 
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lation of his family cloſed the tale. The effect 
of ſuch a hiſtory at a moment ſo ſolemn, how- 
ever rude the rehearſal might be, can well be 
conceived. The ſobs of Roſella, who was 
accidentally ſtationed during the ſervice for 

the dead, by the ſide of George Mompeſſon's 
village nurſe, rendered outrageous by her 


orief, attracted univerſal attention : and ſhe 


was by many ſuppoſed to be an intimate 
friend of the poor young ladies; by others it 
was whiſpered that ſhe was a deſerted ſweet- 
heart of Mr. George—a fact that was proved 
from ker being accompanied to the funeral by 
tne little dog he had begged of his ſiſter. — 
Roſella was too much abſorbed by her own 
ſenſations to hear the comments of her neigh- 
bours, and returned with her friend to their 
temporary reſidence, with a heart more heavy 
than ſhe had ever before experienced. 


When this painful ceremony was over, Mr. 
Delamere exerted himſelf to enſure. to the 
Miſs Mompeſſons the beſt attendance from 
the people to whoſe care they had been com- 
| II 6 mitted, 
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mitted, both from motives of intereſt as well 
as of compaſſion ; and that their ſtill more 
unhappy brother, in whatever ſoil his errors 


had eternally baniſhed him, might be ſecured 


at leaft from want. . Several days were con- 
fumed in effecting theſe benevolent purpoſes, 
during which poor Simpſon continued ra- 
ther to decline than to amend in health, and 
was now perfectly unable to traverſe his nar- 
row chamber a circumſtance extremely mal- 
. propos, becauſe it detained Miſs Beauclerc 


from the immediate execution of a very pro- 


miſing project, replete with intereſt and ad- 
venture; and though ſhe had half intended to 
drop the old butler before ſhe reached the 
grand ſcene of action, yet ſhe could not re- 
concile the barvarity of leaving him wholly 
to the care of ſtrangers, with the tender and 
delicate feelings of thoſe amiable pattern per- 
ſonages, who ſo often raiſe an old and de- 


crepid domeſtic to be one of the principal 


dramatis perſonæ in the fine-ſpun ſcene of 
ſenſibility, | 


When 
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When every duty was diſcharged at the 
Lodge, Mr. Delamere reminded Miſs Beau- 
clerc of their intended ramble to Stanmore 
Hills; and the next morning, at an early 
hour, Roſella and, herſelf ſtepped into a poſt- 
chaiſe, accompanied by him on horſeback.— 
When they arrived at the little inn, whoſe 
romantic fituation had fo much attracted the 
approbation of Miſs Beauclerc, the well-re- 
membered equipage drew the children to the 
door. 


« Oh pretty Lady! pretty Lady come 
back !” cried little Patty. Pretty Lady 
come back !” echoed the boy. 

« She's come back—ſhe's come back * 
they both repeated, ſtriking their hands to- 
gether with eager exultation. 


Roſella, who had recognized her play- 
fellows with nods and ſmiles, now alighted, 
and kiſſed the uplifted faces of Patty and her 
brother after their mother had very carefully 
wiped each little mouth with her apron. 
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cc perceive,” ſaid Mr. Delamere, ſmil- 
ing, © that even 1n this remote and almoſt 


deſolate ſpot, the merits of Miſs Montreſor 


are warmly acknowledged.” 
She is fond of children, and indulgent to 


them, replied Miſs Beauclerc, “ and the 
natural conſequence of it is, that children are 


univerſally fond of her.” 
« ] admit the inference,” returned he; — 


cc yet if Miſs Montreſor had been as remark- 
able for deformity and ſourneſs of aſpect as 
ſhe 1s remarkable for the reverſe of both, ſhe 


might have courted the affection of thoſe 


little diſtinguiſhing beings a conſiderable 


time before ſhe could have boaſted of fo 


great a portion of their regard.” 

J cannot agree with you,” ſaid Miſs 
Beauclerc, forgetting for a moment her he- 
roiſm, that the affections are naturally con- 
nected with perſonal graces. Roſella, con- 
tinued ſhe, © do you not remember the poor 
little child who was nurſed by the old woman 


on the common? To hear it call for its own 


pretty Phebe—its owa dear litde Phebe, any 
| one 
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one might have ſuppoſed this beloved Phebe 
to have been a ſprightly young nurſe- maid at 
leaſt; inſtead of which, Roſella introduced 
me, when ſhe led home the nurſling, to a 
pretty little Phebe about eighty, with a per- 
ſon ſo deformed, and an aſpect fo forbidding, 
that it was curious to behold the proceſs by 
which her features were twiſted into an ex- 
pre ſſion of ſomething like tenderneſs to her 
orphan charge.“ | 
„think your illuſtration implies a com- 
pliment to human nature, returned Dela- 
3ere ; © but I muſt ſtill aſſert that the fond- 
neſs wkich theſe little creatures fo artleſsly 
expreſs for the © pretty lady, has much dif- 
cernment in it: atleaſt I may aſſert from ex- 
perience, that ſhe may very aſſuredly inſpire 
admiration even before the moment when it 
is diſcovered that her benevolence entitles 
her to gratitude.” 
This unfortunate youth is deſperately 
enamoured of her!” thought Mits Beauclerc: 
ſhe was elated however, by the equal cer- 
teinty of other and ſtill more deſirable con- 
quelts ; 


5 
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queſts; and when ſhe reflected that this 


Dclamere was the avowed friend of an exotic 
in the faſhionable world, whoſe exploits not 
only entitled him to the honors of the plat- 
form (there he would not have been ſingular), 


but had even conducted him to the edee of it, 
ſhe could not forbear betraying a chilling 
coldneſs in her manner, ſufficiently obſer- 
vable. He ſaw the change in her aſpect, 
and aſſumed, on his part, a diſtance and for- 
mality, the reſult perhaps of a diſinclination 


that either herſelf or her young companion 


ſhould ſuppoſe he had formed A 
they felt no wiſh of encouraging. 


Aſter having taken refreſhment, the party 


began to aſcend the hill leading to the ſpot 


they meant to viſit. Mr. Delamere ſuffered 
Roſella and her little aſſociates, who would 


not leave her a moment, to paſs him; and 


having vainly offered his aſſiſtance to Miſs. 
Beauclerc, who refuſed it however with com- 
placency, he walked with an air of noncha- 
lance by her fide, till they had reached 

Molly's 
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Molly's cottage. Here Roſclla waited his 
approach; and was ſurpriſed at his ſilence 
and gravity, which yet a moment of reflection 
accounted for, as it reminded her that Mr. 
Delamere had taken an eternal leave of the 
wretched Mompeſſon at that place not long 
ſince. — 


Influenced by this idea, ſhe turned back 
to meet him, and her effarts to chaſe the 
gloom from his countenance ſoon ſucceeded : 
whilſt Miſs Beauclerc, naturally of an inoffen- 
five and placid diſpoſition, as ealily forgot 
her heroic dignity, and converſed with her 
uſual freedom and good- humour. 


Molly was at home, and ran out to ax the 
gentle folks if they would not walk in, a civi- 
lity they declined; but the children con- 
ſented to quit the pretty lady, to realize ſome 
expectations of a rural feaſt, Miſs Beauclerc, 
who had never before beheld the pictureſque 
icene around her, gazed at it with aſto- 
nxhment, whilſt Roſella endeavored to diſ- 
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cover a path that might lead her to the for- 
1orn hut lately fo ſtrangely inhabited: but it 


required long cuſtom to find a ſcarcely trodden 
track in ſo wild a ſolitude ; and Mrs. Spanger 
being applied to for aſſiſtance, called to a 
halt- cloathed girl to lead the. way to the cot, 
where ſhe had ſometimes been diſpatched 
with-a loaf or waſhed linen. 


« Poor gentleman,” exclaimed the woman, 
when ſhe heard the requeſt, © our landlord 
ſay, a ſuppoſe a quoined golden guineas, and 
wad be honged for it. God help un, a never 


quoined any that I ſee; a wos more like to 
be crazed we love ſay I, and I be ſure a was 


for ſometime a would eat-a mite, and ſome- 
time a wou'd n't touch a bit—and ſometime a 
wou'd walk about all night, fo Jack fay ; and 
then ſometime a wou'd tak to as bed, and 


not get oop all day!“ 


Mr. Delamere here cut ſhort the report ; 
but reflections would ariſe that, whilſt Mom- 


peſſon was thus dragging on exiſtence, and 
deploring 
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deploring his blaſted hopes, the companions 


of his fleeting, his treacherous enjoyments no 


longer uttered his name but to load it with 
obloquy and contempt, not for having: com- 
mitted evil, but for being betrayed into that 
particular ſpecies of diſnoneſty which the law 
could reach. The laugh, the jeſt, the tri- 
fiing amuſement of the moment followed the 
mention of his diſgrace, with a harmony no 


regret for him diſturbed; and at that table 


where he had been fleeced of thouſands, the 
ſame harpies preſided, and ſucceſſive fools 
were cheated with equal impunity; - whilſt the 
woman who had more immediately precipi- 
tated the unhappy youth into the gulph of in- 
famy, affected to regret that his ſudden diſap- 
pearance prevented the chaſtiſement ſhe had 
charged her footman to give him: and 
though no one credited the innocence ſhe 
aimed to eſtabliſh, yer all who heard her, pre- 


tended they did, and joined with the Right 


Honorable Lady —— in ſhrugs of ad- 
miration at the audacity of young Cits. When 
ſhe could thus force a chorus to her recitative, 


ihe 
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ſhe cared little for the indignation, faſhion 
and ſuavity condemned to ſilence. 


At length Roſella once more entered the 
wretched aſylum, where the deſpairing coun- 
tenancꝭ df Mompeſſon met her eye, charged 
with the confuſion cf a ſoul on which ſelf- ac- 
tuſation znd conſcious guilt did not {it eaſily. 
£ The ſtraw which had ſerved him for repoſe, 
__ when repoſe had not fled him, till lay in the 
pL | cornet ; but the drawing of Molly's cottage 
5 either himſelf, or ſome other perſon, had 
* removed. | d 

Miſs Beauclerc ſoon quitted the hut to 
ſurvey the furrounding ſcenery, which was 4 
indeed extremely well fitted to inſpire ſome 
of thoſe ſublime ideas that floated on her ima lep 
gination; and the effect it produced height- 

ened her impatience: to proceed on her jour- 
S ney, 1n ſpite of the incapacity of poor Simp- 
wy ſon to attend her. Suddenly ſhe haſteneg] her 
43 companions back to the inn, ſcarcely allow- 


Ing Roſclla to go in queſt of little Patty. and 
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her brother, whilſt ſhe waited where the path 
turned towards Molly's dwelling. 


« J cannot but admire the perſevering 


ſpirit of charity which governs your mind,” 
faid Mr. Delamere, who accompanied her ; 
*« whilſt J perceive that of others evaporate 
with the emotion of the moment.” 

« If you allude to Miſs Beauclerc,” faid 
Roſella, eagerly, © your opinion does her in- 
juſtice.” | 

ce believe not,” returned he: © but may 
I take the liberty of enquiring if you are of 
her family, either by affinity or alliance?“ 


After a moment of embarraſſment, which 
the abruprneſs of the queſtion created, Roſella 
replied that ſhe was not in the remoteſt de- 
gree related to her friend, but that ſhe re- 


ſpected her as the moſt generous and beſt of 


women. Little Patty afd her brother now 
Joined them, and in a few minutes the whole 


party overtook Mis Beauclerc, who was re- 


turning to the inn to haſten the dinner, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe ſhe had reſolved to travel back to 
Sedgfield the ſame evening; a precipitation 
that ſurpriſed and rather offended Mr. De- 
lamere, as ſhe had not long before reſolved 
to remain in her preſent quarters two or three 
days, to explore ſtill further the beauties of 


the place. Roſclla appeared diſappointed, 


but was ſilent upon the ſubject; and late in 
the evening the party re- entered Sedgfield. 


Simpſon was not improved in health ſince 
the morning, and complained very grievoully, 


when his Lady paid him a compaſſionate viſit 


whilſt her ſupper table was being arranged: 
ſne expreſſed her chagrin at his indiſpoſi- 
tion, a chagrin which was heightened, ſhe ſaid, 
by the unfortunate neceſſity in which ſhe 
found herſelf, of immediately reſuming her 


journey. 


The old man was thunderſtruck at this in- 
telligence - nor was he in the leaſt conſoled 
by the proſpect of being abandoned, ſick and 
helpleſs, in a place to which he was entirely a 


ſtranger, at the ſight of a purſe his Lady put 


into 
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into his hand, and her aſſurances that ſhe 


would enjoin the people of the houſe to give 
him every attention. | 


7 


Roſella was not preſent at this interview; 
and only learned, when ſhe retired for the 


night, after having ſimply bade Mr. Dela- 


mere good evening, that at four the next 


morning, a chaiſe was ordered to convey Miſs 
Beauclerc and herſelf towards Scotland. — © 


Extreme aſtoniſhment, and an emotion nearly 


allied to diſpleaſure, aroſe in the mind of 
Roſclla at the unprecedented conduct of her 


friend. The ſituation of Simpſon, whom it 
was cruelty to leave without actual neceſſity, 
and the ſtrange rudeneſs of quitting Mr. De- 
lamere in a manner fo abrupt, filled her with 
diſmay, and ſhe vainly eſſayed to alter the 
determination of Miſs Beauclerc by repre- 
ſentation and entreaty. Bur ſhe was at length 
ſilenced by a very folemn prediction, that 
there were myſterious reaſons for ſuch a con- 
duct, which would kereafter juſtify it. 
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At four in the morning therefore, Miſs 
Beauclerc deſcended the ſtaircaſe of the inn, 
with all the ſilence and precipitation of a young 
beauty, flying from the power of ſome atro- 
cious gentle or noble, who, in carrying her 
towards his never- failing chateau in Scotland, 
or Ireland, or Wales, good- naturedly ſtops 
ſhort in his enterprize to loiter on the road: 
and then the diſtreſſed heroine, either by brib- 


ing the maid of the hotellerie, or by unlocx- 


ing all the doors at midnight with a paſſe- 
par-tout of her own peculiar invention, 


eſcapes, leaving the diſappointed lover 


— * To ſtorm and ftare, 


& And load with curſes the withdrawing fair.“ 


And in this manner did Miſs Beauclerc 
imagine the forſaken Delamere would vent 
the firſt tranſports of his diſappointment, 
until the tender remembrance of the charms of 
the cruel fugitive ſubdued his ſoul, and forced 


the hard-wrung drops of anguiſh from his 


eyes. 


As 


roſe 

for a 

to hit 

reme; 
Beauc 
fancy, 
guida. 
vol 


ROSELL A. ==. 


As the lady choſe now to travel incog., ſhe 
left her carriage at Sedgfield, having previ- 
ouſly ordered Simpſon to uſe it when he re- 
ceived inſtructions to rejoin her. This ar- 
rangement was thought ſtrange by Roſella, 
and ſhe ſtepped into a hack- chaiſe in a very 
diſconſolate mood, as ſhe had been forbidden 
to ſee the old man before her departure, and 
now reflected, with conſiderable diſquiet, that 
ſhe was travelling under the ſole protection of 
a perſon who, however her affection and long 
cheriſhed gratitude might ſoften the general 
tenor of her conduct and converſation, ap- 
peared inclined to follow without reflection, 
every freak of a diſtempered fancy. 


The farewel intimation of Mr. Mordaunt 
roſe to her recollection, and ſne was tempted 
for a moment, ſo far to profit by it, as to ſtate 
to him her preſent ſituation; but the well- 
remembered kindneſs and generoſity Mils 


Beauclerc had diſplayed towards her from in- 


fancy, repelled all idea of appealing from her 


guidance : and as ſhe fat ſhivering ina broken 
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windowed chaiſe, breakfaſtleſs, in a dark 
rainy morning before ſunriſe, the worldly 1 


idea of ſeeking refuge in the counſels of diſ- 1 
cretion from the adventures that appeared to tr 
await her, may be excuſed a young heroine th 
not yet inured to the hardſhips of one cam- w 
paign in the walks of romance. " 
5 an 

Miſs Beauclerc took a haſty breakfaſt at ha 
Durham, but declined ſtaying to view the ſhe 
place, in the fear that Delamere would pur- 5 


ſue the object of his paſſion, and force an ex- plit 


planation ſhe choſe to forego. In the ſame 44 
haſty manner ſhe paſſed through Newcaltle : ren 
and Morpeth, and ſtill occupied by her ap- WW her 
prehenſions, inſtead of continuing in the high plac 
road, directed the driver to Wark worth, hop- 

ing, by this well-precedented manceuvre, to 7 
elude the fond enquiries of the diſtracted WW 1... 


lover. At this place ſhe condeſcended to 
attend to her own fatigue and the entreaties 
of Roſella, and having ordered a dinner, ſat 


of the dangers ſhe had paſſed. 
OP After 


An 
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After having relieved, by two hours of 


reſt, the wearineſs which, in ſpite of heroiſm, 
had aſſailed her, and gazed, as all ſublime 
travellers do, with wonder and awe and rap- 


ture upon the ocean's far extending billows, 


which could be diſcerned from the apartment 
ſhe was placed in, ſhe began to ſigh for 
amuſement or occupation. In the towns ſhe 


had paſſed, ſhe had been repeatedly aſked if 


ſhe would not ſtay to behold this particular 
beauty or that particular curioſity ; ſo ſhe ap- 
plied to the people around her, to be informs. 


ed of the beauties and curioſities worthy o 
renown in Warkworth, and was told that the 


hermitage up the river was the moſt curiouſeſt 
place any gentlefolks might wiſh to ſee. 


To the hermitage therefore, Miſs Beau- 
clerc reſolved to dedicate the evening, pro- 
vided ſhe were not prevented by the effects 
of Mr. Delamere's lover-like deſpair, of 


which, notwithſtanding her diſinclination for 


an immediate denouement, ſhe felt extremely 


Turpraſed not to have received, by the inter- 
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ference of fate, any intimation. 
ſhe did not yet give up the idea of being call- 
ed to his bed- ſide, where her preſence might 
be required, in conſequence of a piſtol ball, 
or a fall from his ſteed, puſhed by the impa- 
tience of the enamoured rider, beyond his 
ſtrength ; for ſhe well knew that à lover will 
ſometimes drive his ſpurs into the ſides of his 
© horſe, in proportion as he feels the arrows of 
the tender paſſion wounding us own ſuſcep- 
tible boſom. 


As Miſs Beauclerc underſtood that the 
hermitage might be attzined by water, ſhe 
ordered a boat to take her up the river ; but 
was informed that a poſt-chaiſe would convey 
her there in a much ſhorter time, and was 


adviſed to alter her plan upon the further 


doubt that aroſe, of there being any boat in 
a condition to receive ladies who were not 
exactly cloathed in ſackcloth and aſhes: but 
the obſtinacy of Miis Beauclerc overcame all 
repreſentation, and at length a fiſhing Ikiff 


was procured, "yy dirty indeed, and not 
very 


However, 
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very dry; yet theſe objections could not 
prove impediments to a gentle fair · one, bent 


upon enjoying at every event, 


«© The moon ſhining over the ſtream, 
& Gentle harmony breathing around, 
« The feathering oar reflecting the gleam, 


« Beating time to the echo's ſoft ſound.“ 


Now it was that ſhe regretted the want of 
a lute, that delightful companion to all bloom- 
ing damſels of heroic ſtandard. A harp 
Roſella could play upon; but then a modern 
one was cumbrous to carry from place to 
place, though indeed ſhe recollected to have 
read of a ſublime young lady, who, in her 
perilous adventures, all atchieved on foot, 
carried her Welch harp upon her back from 
one end of the 1fland to the other, taking care 


to preſcrve a moſt graceful deportment the 
whole way. 


Another captivating heroine ſhe remem- 
bered to have read of, who made a pedeſtrian 
tour on the Continent of more than eight 


13 hundred 


174 _ ROSELL A. 

; ©. o ; | N ©. * 
hundred miles, in purſuance of the dictates 
1 of © Plain Senſe,” and ſtill more conſpicuous 
=_ perſeverance—a feat the lady performed with TT 
_ . her wardrobe under her arm, one pair of E208 
5 ſhoes upon her delicate feet, a chance- th 
238 brought ducat in her pocket, a hurdy-gurdy al 
[FEY depending in a ſtring from her ivory neck, | th 
_ and her beautiful frame ſupported by coarſe. fo 

75 bread, or milk pottage, which once a day her Cl 
good genius, and the charity of peaſants, pre- a 
tented to her. | 3 


This laſt method of ſeeking adventures was 
extremely well accommodated to the fancy 
of Miſs Beauclerc, and ſhe reſolved upon the 
firſt opportunity to procure a guitar or man- 
doline for Roſella. En attendant, as it was 
abſolutely neceſſary that the aquatic adven- 
ture ſhe was on the point of engaging in, 
ſhould not be undertaken without muſic of 
ſome kind, the maſter of the inn was directed 

to enquire in the place for ſome dulcet- eared 

{wain, a retainer of the olive - wreathed god. 
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The landlord, extremely ſurpriſed at ſuch 
a demand, as well as offended at the prefe-+ 
rence which had been given to a filthy boat 
over his neat poſt-chaiſe, made the perquiſi- 
tion required of him, with ſo little ceremony 
and attention to the dignity of his fair gueſts, 
that by the time a ſuperannuated deaf fifer, 
formerly belonging to the Northumberland 
Militia, had been dragged from his hovel to 
accompany the ladies to the hermitage, halt 
the town were waiting with extreme impa- 
tience for a ſight of the crazy woman dancing 
to Will Hobbes's muſic ;. for ſuch had been 
my landlord's witty innuendo, 


Miſs Beauclerc received the devoirs of this 
ancient ſervant of Apollo and Mars with 
great condeſcenſion, and accepted the offered 
ſervices of himſelf and his fife, ſince neither 
flute, lute, oboe, or clarinet could be ob- 


_ tained, 


The owner of the ſkiff, who had been 
waſhing and mopping with great effort and 
I 4 perſe verance 
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eye and glowing cheek expreſſed. 
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perſeverance from the moment his com- 


miſſion had been given him, now ſignified 


that it was ready, and Miſs Beauclerc ſallied 
forth, attended by Roſella, who appeared 


mortified and depreſſed; but the expreſſion 


of her countenance was changed to conſterna- 


tion on ſeeing a number of people aſſembled 


at the inn door to behold her embarkation.— 
She ſeized the arm of her friend, and making 


an effort to draw her back to the apartment 
they had quitted, accompanied the motion 
' -with an earneſt entreaty to wait till the crowd 


diſperſed; but the adventurous dame was 


inflexible. Indeed ſhe diſcovered nothing 
unpleaſant in being expoſed to the gaze of the 


Warkworth populace, becauſe ſhe concluded 
that the beauty of her young companion, and 
her own intereſting mien of ſilent ſorrow, had 
alone gathered it together: and thus poor 


Roſella was conſtrained to face the eager and 


rude glances of the multitude, who were 
however mollified into a filent curioſity by 
the confuſed agitation which her downcaſt 
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But a general grin ſucceeded, when Miſs 
Beauclerc was uſhered into the boat by the 
fiſherman and the old fifer, who, having put 
on his ancient finery, as being his belt array, 
looked literally like a thing © made up of 
ſhreds and patches.” Roſella followed much 
againſt her inclination, ſhocked at the abſur- 
dity of her once revered friend, and fearing 
to look forward to the adventures her whim- 
fical fancies might ſtill further plunge them 
into. 


Their officious attendants accompanied 
them a ſhort way on the banks of the river; 
but as the crazy lady was wrapping herſelf 
up as faſt as poſſible in ſublime meditation, 
they could not diſcover, on her part, any 
preparation to amuſe them in the manner the 
landlord had announced, and they fell off by 
degrees, and ſoon vaniſhed entirely. 
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VII. 


— Rage for diſcovering emombed charmers—a humiliating Pa 
rencontre. 


BY. 


128 M. SS BEAUCLERC had, by this time, 
5 ſtarted from her reverie, and looking round, 
"98 ' beheld Roſella with a mien melancholy and 
„ penſive enough to have fatisfied the moſt re- 
fined of taſtes. She was pleaſed with the 
obſervation.—** Now,” whiſpered ſhe, < my 
lovely child is divine ! there wanted but this 
5 expreſſion of countenance to make her per- 
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The fifer fat in the ſtern of the veſſel as 
upright and ſtraight as a reed ; his hat, exhibit- 


ing a variety of colors, and feathered on 
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every ſide to the brim, had been for many 
years kicked and laid by, and thrown about, 
and taken care of alternately, till it had ac- 
quired ſeveral unintentional forms, and had 
loſt a conſiderable part of its original dignity : 
but the wearer felt decorated and conſe- 
quential, and, like an old courſer in a duſt- 
cart, ſtill pricked up his ears, and kept his 
paces as well as he could. 


Miſs Beauclerc, having finiſhed her thank- 
ful ejaculation, turned her eye upon the fifer, 
and remembering that © muſic is the food of 
love,” deſired him to play ſome pathetic air, 
ſuch as doubtleſs he well recollected to have 
wept at in his youth, The poor fellow un- 
derſtanding ſome part of her command, but 
very far from hearing the extent of it, drew 
forth his inſtrument, which had almoſt been 
as ill- treated as his hat, though the injuries of 
time had been rather meliorated by the aids 
of induſtry and cobbler's ends, and ſet off con 
molto ſpirito in thoſe well-known ſtrains en- 


titled the White Cockade, at the ſame time 
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marching as he ſat, a very quick pace againſt 
the looſe boards that covered the bottom of 
the {kiff ; which movement not only ſupplied 
the place of the abſent drum, but very unfor- 
tunately threw over his auditors a great part 
of the bilge· water ſecreted under this falſe 
flooring, 5 


Roſella, mortified and vexed as ſhe had 
been, inſtantly loſt her penſive mien in an 
unconquerable fit of laughter, whilſt Mis 
Beauclerc exerted her voice to arreſt the 
career of this noiſy fon of Harmony ; bur 
having called and entreated to no purpoſe for 
ſome time, ſhe was informed by the boatman 
that Will Hobbes was ſo dunny, he could not 
hear his own performance. 


The man was obliged to quit his oars, that 
he might, at the urgent requeſt of the lady, 


make him ſenſible that ſhe wiſhed him to 


reſtore peace to her ears, and to her wounded 
ſenſibility; for the fifer fat with his head 
- averted. from his party, and his eyes fixed 
5 | uon 


hov 


ren 
tha 


ROSELL A. 1 


upon the water that flowed from beneath che 


ſtern A rough ſalutation upon the ſhoulder, 
interrupted his ſtrains, and Miſs Beauclerc, by 
a variety of geſtures, obtained a much-defired 
repoſe for the neighbouring echoes, though 
not before he had, in eager wiſhes to earn the 
reward which had been promiſed, changed 
his melody, to try if he could not ſucceed 
better in“ Moll in the Wad,” —< the Came- 
ronian Rant,” and © the Morgan Rattler.“ 


Roſella felt for his wounded reputation, and 
would have endeavored to praiſe his per- 
formance, but that at the firſt half- heard ſen- 
tence of commendation he haſtily put his 
hand to his pocket, with an intimation that 
he was not tired, and could blow for fix Hours 
without ſtopping. 


Miſs Beauclerc, whoſe ſerene dignity had 
been cruelly put to the rout, arreſted him 
however, with a frown, and the poor fellow 
remained quiet till the boatman announced 
that they were near the hermitage, which the 


tound 
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found worthy of her attention, and forgot, in 
. contemplating it, her recent diſappointment. 


The hollow cliff overhanging the river, 
in whoſe vaulted roof the prayer and hymn 
of the recluſe had often broken the filence of 
night, could not but be highly intereſting : 
it was too ſublime to be ſhared by her rude 
and ignorant conductors, and they were there- 
fore inſtructed to remain in the boat, whilſt 
| Roſella and herſelf entered the ſacred recep- 
tacle of pietg and meditation, 


Miſs Beauclerc examined, with attention, 
every part of the place ſaid to be the remains. 
of the hermit's kitchen, and carefully ſounded 
the ground and the walls, in the hope of diſ- 
covering, like ſo many other heroines, either 
a trap-door,-or a repoſitory for family trea- 
ſures, and confeſſions of horrible crimes and 
uncommon frauds locked up in inlaid or 
curious cabinets, by which the lands, tene- 
ments, caſtles, dungeons, and caverns for 
many miles round might ſuddenly be ſnatched 
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r from their preſent peaceful and unſuſpicious 
owners, and deſcend, with a profuſion of 
bluſhing honors upon the head of a droop- 


5 ing and tender- ſouled damſel, whom the 
1 MB whole world had till then combined to treat 
f with ſcorn and obloquy; except indeed, the 
: generous and manly- formed young gentle- 
e man, her happy lover, who never, for a mo- 
| ment, loſes ſight of the innate dignity of her 


ſoul, or ceaſes to bow down to the ſublime 
- elevation of her meek and humble de- 


portment. 
„ But however eager Miſs Beauclerc might 
18. be in the ſearch, no good fortune of this Kind 
d awaited her, and ſhe paſſed into the chapel 
— with a ſtrong preſentiment that ſhe ſhould. 
er there be more ſucceſsful: at leaſt ſhe could 
* ſcarcely fail, ſhe thought, to diſcover the ſub- 
d terraneous paſſages and vaults ſo very gene- 
Or rally appertaining to- places of the ſmalleſt 
e- reputation in the annals of romance, where 
or lovely and gentle creatures have an opportu- 
ed nity of initiating thegaſelves into the ſcience 
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of tracing the hiſtories, amours, and amour- 
ettes of their forefathers, and bringing to 
light all the Fauxpas of their grandmamas 
and old aunts, merely by walking with a ſo- 
lemn pace amidſt their dry bones, with lamps 


half extinguiſhed. 


Yet a glimpſe of happineſs awaited Miſs 


Beauclerc, more tranſporting than ſhe had 


dared to hope in the higheſt flight of enthu- 
fiaſm. At the further end of the chapel a 


recumbent female ſigure caught her eye, and 


a bliſsful idea darted like a ray of light into 
her mind, that ſhe ſhould be the fortunate 
diſcoverer of ſome hapleſs good lady who 
might have been confined ten, twenty, per- 
haps thirty years in a cell adjoining this place; 
whilſt a barbarous huſband, having buried, 


inſtead of her, a curious effigy, compoſed of 


ſtraw and old linen, very freely followed the 


bent of his fancies, and married fome beauti- 


ful but licentious charmer, whole - atrocious 


children ſeize, in due time, what they con- 


ceive to be their inheritance, and revel on the 
ſpoils 
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ſpoils, until papa's lawful and virtuous wife 
ſteps out of her enforced retirement, and 
places every body in their proper ſituations. | 


The imagination of Miſs Beauclerc, fertile 
and rapid, in an inſtant ſpun forth ſuch a web, 
that ſhe remained entranced in the delightful 
intricacies of her own fantaſtic fancies. One 
moment the reclining dame was of the fa- 


mily of her deceaſed Raymond, who, having 


been forcibly impriſoned in this abode for 
nearly half a century, could now diſcover to 
her enraptured great grand-daughter ſome 
ſplendid fortune to which ſhe could claint a 
right. The next inſtant ſhe as haſtily ſup- 
poſed the figure to be one of her own female 
anceſtors, who could impart the cuſtomary 
information in ſimilar caſes, which muſt en- 
title her ever after to the ſudden dignity of 
being addreſſed as Lady Sophia Beauclerc at 
leaſt, if it ſhould not create her a Baroneſs in 
her own right. 


Under the influence of theſe ideas, ſhe ad- 
dreſſed tie perſonage with a mixture of vene- 
ratioa 
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ration for her ſuppoſed affinity and virtues, 
and of 'compaſſion for her ſufferings and 
wrongs ; and to the extreme ſurpriſe and 
affright of Roſella threw herſelf upon her 
knees, which had been trembling under her 
for ſome time paſt with agitation, and burſt 
into the following ejaculation :—- 


« Much-injured and patient being, whoe'er. 
thou art—whether, as my heart forebodes, 
the blood which circles in theſe veins derives 
its ſource from the more ſtagnant ſtreams that 
creep through your's—or, as my wiſhes more 
eagerly point, whether you gave being to the 


_ grandfather of my love, accept the ſuſtaining 


cares of your admiring and tender liberators! 
No longer ſhall the iron hand of oppreſſive 
Tyranny immure your half-ſainted form in 
this deſolate ſpot—no, my voice, and the 
voice of your fair and lovely child, my beau- 
teous Roſella, ſhall proclaim to the world, 
which now believes you to be mouldering in 
the duſt, that you live to bleſs your fond and 
aſtoniſhed progeny : ſay by what miracle— 

a 2 


nN 


ROSELLA. 187 


by what wonderful interference of Providence 


have you eſcaped ſo long the fury of your 


relentleſs jailer? Alas! how often has he 
not raiſed the cup of death to your guileleſs 
lips—how often has he not held the poniard 


to your emaciated boſom !. But Fate ſtaid 
his ruthleſs hand, that we might thus meet 


57 


that we might thus 

« Good Heaven, Madam !”” _ exclaimed 
Roſella, who could no longer reſtrain her 
aſtoniſhment and conſternation, *© who are 


you thus addrefling ? I ſee no human figure 


but that marble one ſtretched over the 
tomb.” 


Miſs Beauclerc ſhook her head. — Well 
may you ſuppoſe,” replied ſhe, © that this 
dear and venerable ſufferer is what you ſay: 
the immenſity of her misfortunes have dead- 


ened thoſe fine and ſenſitive feelings, which 


often made her weep the fate of the autumnal 


leaf torn from its parent tree by the relent- 


leſs blaſt; but aſſiſt me, incredulous Roſella, 


to riſe, that I may inſtantly ſuccour this pa- 
; tient 
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poſe, for a temporary ſpace, loſt the ſenſation 
of her former woes and preſent happineſs by 
the too ſudden tide of hope and joy.“ 


Roſella endeavored to obey the command: 
but alas! Miſs Beauclerc now unluckily diſ- 
covered that ſhe was not capable of entering 


the liſts with thoſe delicately formed, but 


tough conſtitutioned heroines, who dance out 
of their caſtles at midnight, and are fo often 
 ** drenched with dew and rain, and pelted with 


ENT - 


by wintry blaſts, and pinched by froſts, till 
they are abſolutely compelled to ſteal from 
their briny repoſitory a fewof the ſacred drops 
dedicated to ſenſibility ro thaw their beauti- 
ful noſes withal. 


The hardſhips ſuch fair creatures ſuſtain, 
both corporeal as well as mental, were ſo fa- 
miliar to the imagination of Miſs Beauclerc, 
that ſhe was confounded to find herſelf almoſt 
unable to move, after her kneeling apoſtro- 
phe, 


tient and much wronged faint, who has, I ſup- 


hail, and ſcorched by lightning, and puffed 
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phe, from a ſudden and violent rheumatic 

“pain in her limbs, brought on moſt probably —- 
by evening walks and fatigue, ſitting in a wet 

boat, and finally, proſtrating herſelf in a diſ- 

tillation from the damp roof of the hermitage. 
— Roſella, previouſly terrified by the effuſion 
| of heroiſm ſhe had heard, found her alarm fo 
much increaſed. by the agony her luckleſs 
friend appeared to be in, that ſhe flew to- 
wards the boat, and called the man who had 
rowed 1t, and their muſical appendage, the 
fiter, to aſſiſt in removing her to it. 


Whilſt they were faſtening the ſkiff, that 
they might attend her ſummons, ſhe returned 
to Miſs Beauclerc, and found her again 
fallen upon her knees, in apparent devotion. 


« Dear Madam,” ſaid Roſella, © the place 

is quite wet; you will Kill yourſelf!“ | 

«© My child,” rephed the lady very grave- 

ly, © in your abſence I heard a hollow ſighing 
near me, accompanied by a gentle ſtep; ſup- 

poſing 
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poſing it to be you, I ſpoke, when ſuddenly 


the ſtep and the ſighing ceaſed, and I beheld 
a figure glide {acroſs the remoteſt part of the 


chapel, and vaniſh beneath the altar. Some- 


thing myſterious appertains to this place. —[ 
cannot but believe that the fragile form I ori- 
ginally beheld. reclining deſpondingly upon 
that romb, has been conveyed by ſome ma- 
chination from our fight, and that marble 
figure replaced in its room. My eyes did 
not deceive me; I diſtinctly ſaw an implor- 


ing aſpect gazing upon me, and the hands 


xaiſed in entreaty: but the vile monſter who 
perſecutes this poor ſecluded victim, has/in- 
vented this expedient to prevent a diſcovery 
of his atrocity, and I plainly perceive this is 
not the fortunate moment to work the delivery 
of the hapleſs priſoner, who mult yet languiſh 
ſome time ere her tyrant is forced to confeſs 


her wrongs, and diſcloſe the ſecret of her con- 


finement.“ 
| | \ 
Roſella, without replying, again raiſed 
Miſs Beauclerc with conſiderable difficulty; 
5 and 
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and the men now approaching her, ſhe was 
conveyed to the boat, and taken back to the 
inn, where the party did not arrive till ſome 
hours after the evening had cloſed in. In the 
night, ſhe found her indifpoſition increaſe ſo 
faſt upon her, to her own infinite mortifica- 
tion, and the extreme diftreſs and anxiety of 
Roſella, that, on the following day, ſhe was 
confined to her bed, inſtead of paſling it as 
the had intended, in minutely ſurveying the 


ruins of the caſtle, where ſhe had expected 


to make ſuch diſcoveries of heroes recorded 
and unrecorded, that a peruſal of the frag- 
ments. ſhe meant to have given the public in 
ſeven thick volumes, would have made the 
Brutus wigs and banded wigs of her fair and 
gentle readers to ſtand an end with affrighted 
expectation, 


Her poor Roſella, having paſſed more than 
half the night at her bed-fide, now defired 
permiſſion to make Mr. Mordaunt and Mrs, 
Ellinger acquainted with her ſituation hat 
they might ſend her ſuch aſſiſtance as the re- 
quired : but Miſs Beauclerc abſolutely for- 

bade 
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bade it in a tone ſo peremptory, that her com- 
panion felt unable to diſobey her, though ſhe 
was ſcarcely equal to the taſk of ſupporting 
her ſpirits ſufficiently to perform, as ſhe 
wiſhed, thoſe little offices for the invalid, 
which inclination , and humanity equally 
prompted. | 


The people of the inn were for ſome time 
uncertain how far their inmates might be ſup- 
plied with that which procures, 1n ſuch places, 
the beſt and moſt unfeigned welcome ; and as 
the travellers appeared totally unconnected, 
and evinced no intention of changing their 
abode for one better adapted to a fick perſon, 
they experienced a kind of ſullen and cold 
civility; which, as the ſtrength of Miſs Beau- 
clerc declined, degenerated very often into 
negligence, and a diſpoſition to avoid exe- 


cuting her commands. 
| | * 
Roſella was ſometimes compelled, after 
ha g rung the bell more than once, to de- 


ſeend to the bar, and make known her wiſhes— 
a talk 


nro 


* 
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a talk ſhe never performed but upon the 
greateſt emergency, becauſe it ſubjected her 


to the impertinent gaze of every individual 


in the houſe, from the ſtrutting landlord to 
John Oſtler. Her ſituation was, by theſe 
means, rendered ſo inſupportable, that ſhe 
reſolved to hazard the lIoſs of Miſs Beauclerc's 
friendſhip by communicating it to Mr. 
Mordaunt; for ſhe believed it impoſſible 
that any circumſtance could occur. to her, 
where the benefit of that advice he had fo 
impreſſively promiſed, could be more deſir- 
able. Yet a reluQance to forfeit at once a 
countenance and protection ſhe had ever fo 
highly prized, and which, for ſo many years 


back, had been her greateſt boaſt, and the 


ſource of all the pleaſant moments ſhe had 
yet known, made her defer the taſk, in the 
hope that each day would render it leſs ne- 
ceſſary by the amending health of her miſ- 
taken, but ever kind friend, 


Miſs Beauclerc meantime, would moſt 
probably have ſoon recovered from her in- 
diſpoſition, 
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diſpoſition, had ſhe not every day very in, m 
'- prudently, and in ſpite of the admonitions of ge 
Roſella, caught additional colds by ſitting | 
up in her bed for ſeveral hours to write— 
an employment ſhe engaged in, in compli- 
ance with the rules ſhe had never obſerved to 
have been violated by matronly heroines, 
who always, as a legacy to their beautiful 
daughters, leave behind them a long narra- 
tive of their youthful adventures, impruden- 
ces, perſecutions, and amourettes, all written 
in their laſt moments, ſealed up very care- 
fully, and addreſſed to their beloved Her- 
miones, Jacquelinas, Geraldinas, and Phil- 
lippinas. But in the midſt of Miſs Beau— 
clerc's ſublime occupation to the ſame pur- 
poſe, ſhe was one luckleſs day ſeized with ſo 
violent a ſpaſm, that Roſella, in the utmoſt 
terror, having rung as uſual in vain, flew 
down ſtairs.to procure better aſſiſtance than it 
was in her power to give. 
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It was not however, at that moment very 


eaſily to be obtained; for the inn was in com- 
motion 
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gentleman's carriage, and ſervants changing 
bene ; whilſt a company of farmers and 
mechanics drinking in one room, and a party 
calling themſelves gentlemen, devouring a 
haunch of veniſon in another, created ſuch a 
rivalrv for the honor of the yeomanry on one 
ſide, and for the ſuperior proweſs of Eſquires 
8 ; on the other, that it was ſcarcely poſſible, for 


„every individual the houſe could muſter, to 
n E ſupply a ſufficient quantity of nectar for theſe 
* Z heroes of the North. 
= z | 
il- Yet Roſella preſſed forward, ſcarcely ob- 
u- ſerving the uproar that reigned around her, 
ar- and arreſting the ſteps of a waiter who was 
1o flying acroſs a paſſage, demanded the inſtant 
oft attendance of ſome female to- the ſick lady. 
Jew The man uttering the mechanical © Yes, 
nit Ma'am,” purſued his way ; and ſhe had been 
ſuficiently accuſtomed to this method, to un- 
derſtand what it meant. With increaſed 
very diſtreſs therefore, ſhe ran towards the bar, to 
om entreat immediate aſſiſtance from the miſtreſs 
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tion * 2 


motion with a poſt-chaiſe juſt arrived, a 
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of the houſe; but before ſhe could reach . 


ſhe was encountered by a young man more 


than half intoxicated, who from her negligent 


morning dreſs, and her being without a hat, 
probably miſtook her for the landlady's fair 
daughter or niece; and inſtantly aſſuming 
the rural gallant, he informed her with 
ſeveral oaths and imprecations, that ſhe was 


a d d fine gurl. 


Roſella, extremely terrified, looked round 
her for protection, and oblerving through a 
ſaſhed door the landlady employed in making 


very low courteſies to her poſt-horſe cuſtom- 


ers in the ſtable- yard, ſhe ruſhed towards it, 


calling the woman by her name. 


ce Stay-—ſtop—let down the ſtep,” ex- 
claimed a voice from the poſt-chaiſe, which 


was driving off with furious haſte. 


. JJ 1 %⅛ Babes on bats 
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Roſella's tormenter ſtill followed her, and 


ſhe reiterated her claims upon the attention 


of the landlady, who pretending not to hear 
her, 
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her, advanced to another carriage with freſh 
compliments and freſh courteſies. * Good 
God, what inhumanity !”” exclaimed ſhe, 
burſting into tears : what muſt T do?” 


At this moment ſhe heard her own name 
repeated; and Mr. Delamere taking her 
hand, led her into a ſmall room, and ſhut 
the door. You ſurely cannot be here 
alone?“ demanded he; „ where is Maſs 
Beauclerc 2" | 

« Confined to her bed by illneſs,” return- 
ed Roſella, whoſe tears were rather checked 
by ſurpriſe, and a hope of relief from her 
embarraſiment—* and I cannot procure her 
proper aſſiſtance.” 

Delamere ſeemed much ſhocked ; for he 
conſtrued the ſentence ſhe thus haſtily utter 


ed into an avowal of poverty, which the 


treatment he hac a minute before ſeen he 
experience from the woman of the houſe 
well corroborated. 
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«© J am concerned,” returned he, * that 
I muſt leave the place this hour, this very mo- 
ment Mompeſſon has learned the horrible 
news I would have concealed, and has written 
that he will deliver himſelf to his purſuers :— 
from this coaſt he was to have embarked ; 
and I have been ſeeking him from the inſtant 
I received his deſpairing letter, that I may 
prevent if poſſible, his intention; if I miſs 
him to-day, he is undone. But I cannot 
even at ſuch a moment, be ſo wholly con- 
cerned for him, as not to feel intereſted for 
Miſs Montreſor, whom I muſt entreat, at 
the hazard of being thought impertinent, 
to have a ſufficient regard for her own wel- 
fare, to place herſelf under the protection of 
any relation or female friend ſhe may poſſeſs, 
rather than remain in the expoled fituation, 
in which I have now the real mortification to 
find her.” | 


When the ear of Roſella was ſaluted with 
this remonſtrance, ſhe felt as if a thunder- 


bolt had fallen at her feet: in the ſuſpenſion 
of 
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of her faculties ſhe ſuffered him, unreſiſted 
and unheeded, to put a paper into her hand, 
and ſaw him quit the room without the 


power of articulating a ſyllable. An invo- 


luntary emotion of anger and reſentment 
aroſe in her boſom againſt Miſs Beauclerc, 
who had ſo cruelly circumſtanced her, by 
the follies which had operated to reduce her 
to the helpleſs ſtate ſhe was in; but the 
recollection of that helpleſs ſtate, and of 
her ſufferings, as inſtantly baniſhed them 
from her mind, and as ſhe found the could 
not obtain from the cares of others any alle- 
viation of her malady, ſhe returned to her 
chamber to offer at leaſt her own. 

She found the invalid much relieved by 
ſome drops ſhe had given her before ſhe had 
quitted the chamber, and now inclined to 
doze—a ſymptom Roſella was pleaſed to 
obſerve, and therefore indulged it. She had 
not yet recovered from the ſhock and con- 
ſternation the reproof of Mr. Delamere had 
occaſioned her; and as ſhe fat filently by the 

3 fide 


ſide of the bed, his words, actions, and looks 


recurring more diſtinctly to her mind, ſhe 
opened the paper, which ſhe had retained 


almoſt unconſciouſly in her hand, and beheld 


a bank-note. of twenty pounds, 


A crimſon bluſh ſuffuſed her whole face at 
this unexpected object, and it fell from her 
nerveleſs hands. Severely humiliated, her 
pride deeply wounded, and every idea of 
decorum completely outraged, ſhe recol- 


lected the tenor of her complaint to Mr. 


Delamere, and gueſſing the conſtruction he 
had put upon it, ſhe felt as if every hope 
and proſpect of her youth were totally anni- 


hilated. To be ſuſpected of ſoliciting alms! 


Never more, ſhe imagined, ſhould, ſhe be 
able to look up—above all ſhe could brave 
a thouſand deaths, rather than again endure 
the horror of beholding Mr. Delamere. 


Amidſt the anguiſh of her reflections, ſhe 
reſolved, at leaſt, to follow his difintereſted 


advice, and ſnatch! ing a pen from Mats 
Beauclerc's 
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Beauclerc's ſecretaire, which was always 
placed cloſe to the bed, ſhe eagerly began a 
letter to Mr. Mordaunt; but had not pro- 
ceede:] in it three lines before ſhe was inter- 
rupted by a tapping at the door, and fearing 
the noiſe might diſturb the invalid if it were 
repeated, haſtily obeyed the intimation, and 
found that the intruder was the landlady, 


_ who accoſted her with a dignified mien, and 
condeſcended to ax pardon for being ſo 


troubleſome, being that ſhe could not reſt, 
the ſaid, till ſhe knew how the gentlewoman 
was. And, Muſs,” continued the woman, 
« I thought I would juſt make bold to 
inform you, that you might tell your frind, 
that we niver ſtrikes up no ſcores ; fo as I 
coomed oop ſtairs, I juft brought wi me this 
little merandum of what the gentlewoman 
and ye ha had, for it's a week to day ſin ye 
coomed here.“ 
* You wiſh to be paid?” ſaid Roſella, 
taking the bill which ſhe held out to her. 
„ Why,” returned the landlady, © we 
are always paid daily by our goers and 
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coomers ; but as the gentlewoman ſeemed 


quite a lady, we ha ſtaid till the week was 


592 a 


oop. | ; 

* Very well,” faid Roſella ; © when my 
friend wakes, I will tell her fo.“ 

„ Why, Miſs,” replied the woman, in a 
voice rather exalted, © I can't come oop 
again to-day, for I am ſo buſy that I — 
and to be ſure it. can make noo great differ- 
ence if the gentlewoman wakes now or five 
minutes hence, for her bit of dinner.“ 


Miſs Beauclerc, who was already diſtufbed 


by her vociferation, aſked what was the 
matter; and Roſella, with an indignation 


| ſhe could not ſuppreſs, informed her. 


« You muſt not,” ſaid the fick lady, 
look for delicacy or refinement from ſuch 
people as thoſe, my love : take ſome money 
from the private drawer of my eſcrutoire, 
and pay the bill.“ 


The 
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d The landlady having liſtened very atten- 

as tively to the converſation, on hearing theſe 

words, ſhut the chamber door, leſt the/ 
- bawling of the folks below ſhould diſcom- 
| _ poſe the poor dear lady, and advanced to 
a Roſella that ſhe might not loſe the opportu- 


op EB vity of examining the tate of this private 
— || drawer. Delamere's note, which ſtill re- 


mained upon the floor, caught her attentior- 
. . 5 „„ | 

and picking it up, ſhe demanded, with a a 

courteſy, if ſhe ſhould get it changed. 


« No, let it be,“ ſaid Roſella, rathe: 
pceviſhly. | 

« Yes, ſure,” replied the dame, laying it 
obſequiouſly upon the table. 


dy, Alfter receiving the amount of her little 
ich # meraudum, without having it very minutely 
ney examined, ſhe crept on tiptoe to the bed- ſide, 
ire, and with a variety of condolements and 

S enquiries, thought for her part the poor 

& clear lady ſhould hire a nurſe to tend upon 
ſhe ber; for in her houſe, God knew, ſhe could 

HH K 6 not 
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not anſwer for her own mother being well * 
| tended, without petickler looking after by h: 
ſome perſon whoſe buſineſs it was ; and ſhe bi 

Qped the poor dear lady hadn't to complain th 
her folks, though, God knew, ſhe had : to 
aough to do to get em to mind her to 
zueſts as they ought; but if ſhe found that 11 
ny body in her houſe had a right to com- 1 
uin of them, they ſhould all troop at an . lie 
r's warning. 


* Do you know any young perſon you 
ould recommend to me as an attendant ?” 
interrupted Miſs Beauclerc, who was now in 
hopes ſhe might procure a waiting damſel to 
{uit her ideas. 

„ Yes, my Lady,” replied the woman 
eagerly, © as luck will have it, I have a 
kinlwoman out of employ, who would be 
glad of ſuch a hap to help her on a bit; T'll 
tend for her off hand : to now what would 
your Ladyſhip pleaſe to reliſh for your 
dinner? I can toſs up a white fricaſſee, or 
boil a chicken, or get a ſweetbread and 

while 
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while it's dreſſing, your Ladyſhip had better 
have a crum of jelly to hearten you oop a 
bit—T've got both ſweet and ſavoury ; and 
this. poor dear {ſweet young lady, as has 
tooked on ſo much—what would you pleaſe” 
to have ſent oop for you, my dear—or - 
wad ye pleaſe for to have your dinner in 


the peacock ? It's a mooch more airier and 


light ſome room, and looks ſuch a fine 
perſpect on to the Jarmin oſhin !” 


The dear ſweet young lady, whoſe diſguſt 
was rather increaſed than diminiſhed by this 
addrels, replied that ſhe ſhould dine with her 
friend.“ But I was told, not an hour back,” 
continued Rofella, * that we could not have 
any thing but mutton chops for our dinner, 
becauſe there was nothing elſe in the houſe.” 

Lord bleſs your ſweet face, who could 
have told you ſuch a thing? But I know 
who it was—it was that curſed fellow Will 
waiter—he han't been ſober this week—he 
ſhall troop, pleaſe the pigs, for this impe- 
rence—and there's my huſband too, he's in 


his 


% 


21 | 
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his tantrums !—Ah, God help me, I'm well 
hoped oop wi em all! Many's the time,” 
continued ſhe, whimpering, © when I'm at 
my wit's end to keep things a going for 
other people's fagaries—yes ſure I'm finely 
beſet!“ | | 

c Well, well,” cried Miſs Beauclerc, who 
was very much fatigued with her inceſſant gab- 
bling, then you will ſpeak to your relation, 
and let me ſce her as ſoon as poſſible; and 
ſend up a chicken when you can get it 
ready.“ 

My landlady, glad to eſcape ſo well from 
her dilemma, forgot to urge her jellies any 
further, and decamped as faſt as ſhe decently 
could, with many courteſies and ſelf-congra- 


tulations. 


* 


The firſt care of Roſella after her exit, 
was to ſecrete the letter ſhe had begun vri- 


ting to Mr. Mordaunt, and her next to 


ſecure Mr. Delamere's note, that ſhe might 


rated 


return it the firſt opportunity. She delibe- 
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rated whether ſhe ſhould inform Miſs Beau- 
clerc of the circumſtance, becauſe ſhe dread- 
ed leſt ſome heroic extravagance ſhould 
retort the ſeeming inſult ; but the expecta- 
tion of being aſſiſted in ſome expedient to 
render Mr. Delamere ſenſible of the error 
he had adopted, and to put him again in 
poſſeſhon of his unwiſhed-for loan, deter- 
mined the point, and ſhe at length acquired 
courage to rehearle a ſcene which had given 
her ſuch acute mortification ; but her diſin- 
clination to communicate uneaſineſs and 
pain, induced her to ſoften any intimation 
that appeared to reflect with aſperity upon 
the conduct, or the want of prudence in 
Miſs Beauclerc, who liſtened with great 
attention to her relation, but expreſſed nei- 
ther anger nor aſtoniſhment at 1t, merely 
diſ.niffing the ſubje& by ſaying ſhe would 
think of a method to return the note as 
oon as poſſible, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VIII. 


A lapſe of memory ſucceeded by an adventure. 


Tur attention and reſpect which Roſella 
and her friend now experienced from the 
people of the houſe, was a remarkable con- 
traſt to the negligence and 1mpertinence 
they had endured only a few hours before: 
the bell was never ſuffered to ring twice; 
the landlady herfelf attended at the door 
ſeveral times during the dinner to receive 
and execute orders, and in the early part of 
the afternoon introduced her relation by the 
name of Nancy, to the invalid as a nurſe. 
The mien and appearance of the girl indi- 


and 


cated cleanlineſs, honeſty, and ſimplicity; 
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and Miſs Beauclerc fancying ſhe had found 
an attendant, ſuch as ſhe had in vain looked 
for at the commencement of her journey, 
retained her at the wages ſtipulated by the 
ob{equious landlady, with a voluntary pro- 
mile of further encouragement, 


Roſella found her ſituation ſo much im- 
proved by this arrangement, and her friend, 
whoſe ſpirits were revived by proper atten- 
tions, treated her with ſo much affect ion and 
kindneſs, that ſhe deſtroyed her half- written 
letter to Mr. Mordaunt, and reſigned her- 
ſelf to the deſtiny that awaited her, in ſpite 
of the admonitions of Delamere, whole note 
ſhe had perſuaded Miſs Beauclerc to permit 
her to encloſe in a blank cover addreſſed to 
him at Eideva Lodge, where ſhe hoped he 
would meet with it—at any rate ſhe was 
delighted that it was no longer in her poſ- 
ſeſſion, or that of her friend, as every 
moment that paſſed before ſhe could get rid 
of it, added to her mortification, 
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quꝭ et, ſteady, and very aſſiduous, not only in 
obedience to the eternal admonitions of mine 
hoſteſs, her aunt, who had been obliged to 
ſupport her for a few months back, but in 
conformity to her own natural diſpoſition :— 
and when Miſs Beauclerc had fortunately 
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entures, the cares of Roſella and Nancy, 
nd the preſcriptions of the landlady and the 
o0d man ſhe called her doctor, ſoon re-eſta- 
bhſhed her health. 


The niece was conſulted as to her inclina- 
tion to continue with her miſtreſs when ſhe left 
_ Warkworth, and aſſented with great thank- 
fulneſs, to the evident ſatisfaction of her aunt, 
| whoſe little merandums being duly diſ- 
charged, ſhe accompanied her gueſts to the 
poſt-chaiſe that carried them away, in great 
- ſorrow, often applying her apron to her eyes, 
and proteſting that ſhe ſhould not ſmile agun 
till they coomed back, which Miſs Beauclerc 


had promiſed to do, on her return to Lon- 
don, 
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Nancy, their new attendant, was found 


iſhed her poſthumous packet of juvenile 


d 
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don, if Nancy altered her mind, and ſhould 
wiſh to remain in the North, 


They travelled the Berwick road to Edin- 
burgh, in preference to the more inland one; 
and as Miſs Beauclerc was not yet ſufficiently 
ſtrong to journey many miles without reſting, 


they remained in their route two or three. 


hours at Belford, extremely gratified by a 
fine coaſt view on the Eaſt, and the Cheviot 


hills riſing to the Weſt. Nancy hearing her 


Lady repeat a few lines of the famous ballad 
that celebrates Chevy Chace, gave unaſked a 


very minute hiſtory of that eventful day, 


which every laſs in the county 1s perfectly 
well acquainted with, and even promiſed, in 


accents graced by a ſtrong Northumberland 


wharle, to ſhew the exact ſpot where the two 
chiefs were ſlain, if they ſhould travel near it. 


The travellers reſted that night at Berwick- 


vpon-T weed, whoſe ſtream has been ſo 


ſweetly and ſo ſimply ſung; and Roſella 


found, with a pleaſure ſcarcely inferior to that 


of 
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of her romantic friend, that their ears were 


here ſaluted by accents and tones which con- 


veyed to the mind the idea of that peculiar 
and national ſtyle of harmony ſhe enthuſi- 
aſtically admired. 


The next morning they ſet out for Edin- 
burgh; and having paſſed Preſs- Inn rather 
early in the morning, which was dull and 
hazy, and ſeeing before them an extenſive 
dreary heath, without one object to intereſt 
curioſity, or excite approbation, Roſella, in 
ſpice of her extreme good- will to be pleaſed 
and enchanted, felt a ſecret diſappointment 
on firſt treading Scottiſn ground: but as 
they arrived near Peas - bridge, the ſun burſt 


forth with uncommon ſplendor, and gilding 


its proud arches, as if to point out their lofty 
pre-eminence to the admiring traveller, gave 
to the deep glen bencath a bolder ſhade, 


"Miſs Beauclerc felt her imagination tower, 


as the ſcenes before her opened to her view, 
Already ſhe beheld Roſella the fair retiring 
”  - ͤ 
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heroine of ſome beautiful ſequeſtered ſpot 
never viſited by the inhabitants of the vulgar. 


great worid, ſave only by one diſtinguiſhing 
and diſtinguiſhed young gentleman of extra- 
ordinary merit and ſenſibility, who chances 
to viſit, for the purpoſe of hunting or ſhoot- 
ing, the old caſtle belonging to his family, 
whoſe turrets, or white chimnies, or towers 
riſe above the ſurrounding wood, and form a 
delightful object for the gentle recluſe, as ſhe 
catches a glimpſe of them ſtanding at her 
caſement to gaze at the ſcenery by moon- 
light. 


Certainly the powers of {ympathy muſt be 
ſmall indeed, if in fuch a caſe they cannot 
draw the lady to the caſtle, or the lover to 
the cottage : however, ſhould they for the 
firſt time fail on fo preſſing an occalion, a 


never- wanting 1eſource, Miis Beauclerc well 


recollected, is always ready in the Curate or 
Rector of the pariſh, who, in fuch a charming 
place, muſt undoubtedly be full of ſentiment 
and ſighs, and therefore doomed to languith 
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out the remainder of his exiſtence in a hope- 


leſs paſſion for the beautiful ſtranger, who, 


being decreed by Fate to reward the virtues of 


his patron, can never of courſe ſmile upon his 
hopes. The poor youth, in the fulneſs of his 
deſpair, talks of the paragon to my Lord, or 
Sir Edward (for the owner of the caſtle is 
always a titled being), and thus my Lord and 
the lovely recluſe become acquainted, which 
is an important point gained. 


«© This landſcape is ſweetly captivating !” 
exclaimed Roſella, turning to her friend, who 
involved in ſuch a comprehenſive reverie as 
that juſt deſcribed, appeared not to attend to 
thEbeauties which had given birth to it.— 


Collecting her ſcattered thoughts however, 
- ſhe joined in the approbation Roſella expreſſ- 


ed, but ſoon relapſed into the delight of 
caſtle building and cottage building, and 
ſpoke very little till the varied ſcenery before 
her forcibly claimed her attention ; nor would 
her delighted companion ſuffer it again to 


wander till they reached Dunbar, 
It 
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Tr was rather late the next morning when 
they purſued their way to' Edinburgh, where 


: = they arrived to an early dinner. Roſella, 
; BE impailent to ſurvey the Scottiſh capital, eaſily 


; prevailed upon Miſs Beauclerc to accompany 
r her in a ramble through ſome of the ſtreets, 
5 and they were compelled to admit Nancy: of 
3} KK their party, becauſe ſhe would not by any 
h IE means be left alone in a ſtrange place, which, 
though they called it an inn, ſhe ſaid, was no 
more like her aunt's, than ſhe was like Miſs 

» Montreſor. 


48 3 The landlord offered to procure the ladies 
to a conductor, when he underſtood their inten- 
— tion; but Miſs Beauelerc declined this cor 
teſy. becauſe ſhe was convinced that a heroine 
might unfortunately miſs a number of plea- 
fant adventures by being in the leaſt pro- 
tected, or having the appearance of being 
protected, and likewiſe by having only a 
tolerable knowledge of the path ſhe uſually 
wiſhed, and meant to purſue. 


She 
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She announced her readineſs however, to 


accept his well- intentioned offer on the day 
as ſhe certainly much wiſhed to 


following, 
behold, A other de ſirable obie&rz the 


apartments at the Palace, where ſhe had lately 
read a beautiful youpg creature had been im- 
mured from the ardent gaze of her lovers, her 
only relaxation being compriſed 1n ſtealing 
glances at groupes of young men as they 
walked acroſs the Calton, whilit ſhe was eter- 
nally employed in making caps and gowns 
after her own exquiſite taſte, to adorn the 
perſons of her envious cater couſins. 


Miſs Beauclerc, after the example of many 


_ condeſcending heroines, not objecting to the 


company of her ſuivante, the whole party 


ſallied out to reconnoitre the outſide of the 


buildings in Edinburgh. Roſella was pleaſed 


4 


he g 4 


with almoſt every thing that met her 
eye, becauſe every thing poſſeſſed the charm 


of novelty ; but how aw more was her 


friend delighted, when having {trolled about 
for ſome time, 9 tound 55% on the 


bei North- 
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North Bridge, which divides the old town 
from the new. The wind happened to be 
rather high, and this circumſtance, joined to 
the ſpot ſhe ſtood upon, brought to her re- 
collection the ſufferings of a diſtreſſed he- 
roine, who, in wandering about, as many 


others are wont to do, without a place to reſt 


her beautiful head in, loſt her bonnet by a 
ſubaltern zephyr, which took up its ſtation in 
her lovely hair, and drove her, with as little 
ceremony as a huge grenadier with a fixed 
bayonet would have done, full tilt upon the 
pathetic adventure that of courſe enſued. 


| Yet notwithſtanding the ſublime ecſtacy 
of Miſs Beauclerc to find herſelf thus upon 
conſecrated ground, it was certainly not poſ- 
ſible to remain on the Bridge the whole after- 
noon, and ſhe therefore agreed, at the requeſt 
of Roſella, to move forward, as unluckily no 
adventure appeared there to await her, 


After having wandered about, near two 


hours, the wiſhes of all the party pointed to 
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the hotel where they had fixed their ſtation : 
but alas! neither Roſella, her friend, nor their 
attendant could recollect the name it was 
known by ; nor had they even remarked the 
appellation of the ſtrect in which it was fitu- 
ated. Miſs Beauclere ſecretly made light of 
the dilemma they were thus reduced to, as ſhe 
conceived that it had ſomething extremely 
pleaſant and romantic in it, and muſt furniſh 
ſome very intereſting ſcenes. She thought 
proper however, to conceal from her com- 
panions that ſhe had been in this re{pect more 
unpardonably thoughtleſs than themſclves, 
becauſe ſhe knew the abſurd timidity of 
Roſella's diſpoſition would lead her to tremble 
at the proſpect of the inconveniences it might 
entail upon them. 
She proved how little it affected herſelf; 
for happening at that moment to catch a view 
of the Theatre, which was then open, ſhe 1n- 
formed her young companion that ſhe felt in- 
clined towhile away the evening, by ſeeing the 
performance. Charmed with her friend's inti- 
mation, 


pe 
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mation, ſhe.eagerly ſeconded it; for it never 
entered the imagination of Roſella that the 
incognita ſtyle they would be compelled to 
uſe, from their undreſs, and want of a male at- 
tendant, might ſubject them to unpleaſant ſitu- 
ations. She thought only of having expe- 
rienced much ſatisfaction, when eſcorted by 
Mr. Beauclerc, and aſſiſted by his ſervants, 
ſhe had entered and quitted . the London 
Theatres with facility and comfort. 


Miſs Beauclerc was more acquainted with 
the diſtreſſes they might have to encounter, 
but was more diſpoſed to welcome than to 
fly from them; and with Roſella by her ſide, 
and Nancy following her very cloſely, ſhe 
penetrated, with ſome dificulty, to the ſe- 
cond tier of boxes, where ſhe obtained two 
ſeats in the front row. The ſuivante ſeated 
herſelf in the background, perfectly latistied 
with gazing ſtraight forward, as ſhe conceived 
the whole of the ſhow to conſiſt of fine folks 
ſitting all of a row, with fine paintings and 
L 2 Silldings 
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gildings about them, and a whole chandler's 


ſhop of candles over their heads. 

The party remained unmoleſted until the 
latter acts of the piece, which happening to 
be a muſical one, and very well performed, 
much intereſted the attention of Roſella: 
but her friend began to feel indignant that ſo 


charming a young creature ſhoyld fail to 


draw into firſt fight fetters all the men in Edin- 


burgh, out of whom ſhe might have ſelected 


the libertine lover, who is always brought 
forward in the picture to torment beautiful 
heroines, and is generally a Right Honorable 
profligate—ſecondly, the pathetic ſubmiſ- 
ſive lover—thirdly, the grave, fatherly, 
diſintereſted, generous, middle-aged lover, 
who, when the fair lady is in deſperate diſ- 
treſs, advances with a ſolemn mien, and offers 
his hand, which is of courſe refuſed, that the 
Aenouement may be ſelon l uſage. 

tt Inſenſible brutes! ſoftly ejaculated 
Miſs Beauclerc, as ſhe beheld ſeveral young 


men 
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men of diſtinguiſhed appearance, either con- 
verſing indolently with each other, or paying 
court to mere faſhionable looking women with 
handſome faces.“ Inſenſible brutes ! unable 
to taſte the charms of innocence and ſenſibi- 
lity, you are not worthy that it ſhould be ex- 
poſed to your obſervation !” 


Her opinion was however rather mollified 
with reſpect to Scottiſh diſcrimination, when 
the box-door was opened by one of thoſe 
young gentlemen who prefer the amuſement 
of peeping into every part of the houſe, ex- 
cepting indeed the ſtage when the curtain has 
riſen, rather than attending to the perform- 
ance, The intruder began his examination, 
by beſtowing a glance or two upon the coun- 
tenance of Nancy, whoſe rural appearance 
arreſted his obſervation ; but his movements, 
with an accompaniment of alternate whiſtling 
and humming, in concert with the air an 
actor was then ſinging, drawing the eyes of 
Roſella towards him, his curioſity was ſatis- 
fied with a view of her face, and his regards” © 
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- were inſtantly detached from Nancy, and 
fixed upon her. 
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Miſs Beauclerc, in the interim, had taken 
the attitude and expreſſion of a woe-worn 
matronly heroine pervaded with reſignation, 
and the gazer. turned towards her; but ſoon 
returned to his ſecond object, who, from the 

moment of his unwiſhed-for preſence, began 
to reflect, with ſome diſquietude, upon their 
unprotected ſituation. 
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When the curtain fell, the ſtranger, who 
had very patiently maintained, his poſt, in 
defiance of the apparent diſregard with which wi 
he was treated, liſtened to the converſation br 
of his fair neighbours, and diſcovered, by | co 
their accent, that they were Engliſhwomen. | of 
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ce I perceive, Madam, ſaid he, addreſſing 

Miſs Beauclerc, “ that you are not of this ce 

country; and I ſuppoſe, by the obſervations 

I have had the honor of hearing, that you gu 

have not been long in Edinburgh.“ tei 
| The 


of «wy . OP 27 *y- 
A 8 U DEI 1A 93 1 
— = N e — — 3 W „ Cr” 
re 9 8 N 
* 


* * _ — N — 2 * 
— pe LBS PTE, WS. N * 
34 5 5 l * n 
err 


A K — 2 
nds 9" 3, 2 
SS es SE ER S Br or 
— 0 "HE > © 2 way, 
1 ” os 5 ** * 
L 5 — 3 
her wen - was” 2 
A ie FILE on Ae, 
I « 5 


* 
* 
Pow a 
1 bo I 
b . 
9k A 
, 


* 


7 6 3 r ” * * 
* „ ee r 
2 5 —— 3 0 3838 l 4 „ age * py — 2 * — 
% ® 
4 


* 


4% ww — — 2 


ye 2 2 ws 


1 


ROSEL LA. 223 


The lady had ſuſficient fortitude to diſſem- 
ble the pleaſure ſhe experienced at this open- 


ing, and aſſented with a mien of proper re- 


ſerve. Happily however, the young man 


wanted no further encouragement to induce 


him to proceed; and having named to the 


ſtranger party, thoſe of the actors who had 


never appeared on the London ſtage, he con- 
tinued his remarks, by pointing out and cha- 
racterizing every lady of diſtinction in the 
houſe, beginning by that eccentric Highland 


laſſie, Lady C ——. 


Roſella liſtened to his obſervations, which 
were lively and amuſing, with ſome pleaſure; 
but it was mixed with a painful ſenſe of inde- 
corum in thus encouraging the converſation 
of a perſon wholly unknown both to Miſs 


Beauclerc and herſelf: yet it was impoſſible 


that ſhe could put on the matron, and act the 
cenſor, where her friend, ſo much her ſenior 
in years, and her ſuperior, it might be ima- 


gined, in diſcretion, appeared not to con- 


tems. | 
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At length the after-piece ended, the cur- 
tain dropped, the audience began to depart, 
and the gentleman, with a politeneſs but little 
practiſed at preſent, offered his ſervices in any 
way the ladies would indicate, to aſſiſt their 
departure. Miſs Beauclerc thanked him for 
his attention, and condeſcended to acknow- 
ledge that ſhe had neither equipage nor ſer- 
vant in waiting, and would be under real 
obligation to _ for procuring her a hackney 
carriage of any fort, 
_ « Moſt willingly,” he replied ; and taking 
his hat from the bench, inſtantly left the box. 


In his abſence, which appeared uncom- 
monly long, ſeveral gentlemen opened the 


box - door, and peeping in, took a very parti- | R 
cular ſurvey of the party; and at length this com 
unpleaſant ceremony was ſo often repeated, abot 
and ſometimes by the ſame perſons more than as kl 
once, that it gave Roſella to ſuſpect their new Circt 
acquaintance of being the cauſe of it, and ſhe ing 
urged her friend not to wait his returg any fituat 


further, 


Was 
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further, as every paſſing minute rendered it 


leſs to be expectec. 


Miſs Beauclerc began to admit this opt- 
nion, and replied that ſhe would certainly 
leave the houſe, but that ſhe had forgotten 
the name and ſituation of their hotel, as well 
as herſelf and Nancy, and that ſhe had plan- 
ned to have aſked information of the polite 
ſtranger, which ſhe hoped he would have 
been able to have afforded her, by learning 


the direction in which the poſt-boy had taken 


them on their entrance into the town from 
Haddington, and from hearing a few particu- 
lars, which ſhe fortunately recollected, of the 
appearance and neighbourhood of the houſe, 


Roſella was much ſhocked at ſuch unwel- 
come intelligence, but preferred wandering 
about the ſtreets, wretched, forlorn, deſolate 


as they mult be at ſuch an hour, and in ſuch 


circumſtances, to the mortification of confeſſ- 
ing to a young man, whoſe character and 
fituation in life they knew nothing of—nay, 

L. 5 whoſe 
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*þ whoſe exiſtence they had been two hours cc 
8 back unacquainted with, that they had been ſh 
. guilty of an imprudence ſo unpardonable, that ro 
1 Roſella could not but perceive it would in- its 
* vite a freedom of deportment, which the in 
. very incident that rendered them liable to it, thi 
4 would prevent them from reſeriting with any O. 
appearance of juſtice. She importuned Miſs ve 
# Beauclerc therefore, to leave the place im- it, 
; mediately ; but the good lady was extremely ani 
averſe to giving up the perſpective of ſuch C0! 
a charming adventure, as that of traverſing the & \ 
whole town with the gentle youth Fortune lon 
had preſented to her, 1n ſearch of the houſe 
where ſhe had left her baggage, concerning an 
: which ſhe meant to be very ſincerely anxious, me 

not ſo much for the apparel and valuables 

compriſed in it, but for a ſmall writing-caſe 
of the utmoſt impertance 10 herſelf, and the Wit 
future welfare of thoſe moſt dear to her. acc 
| | of | 
Roſella was too earneſt however, to be _ dal 


denied, and continued urging her requeſt 
moſt ſtrenuouſlys; whilſt Nancy, who had \ 
comprehended 1 E. 


{+ 
w 4 
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comprehended their dilemma, now thought 
ſhe ſhould be obliged to ſtay in the ſnow- 


room all night—a place which began to loſe 
its charms very rapidly in her imagination, 


in proportion as the company vaniſhed, and 
the ſervants of the Theatre put out the lights. 


One of theſe, approaching a luſtre that hung 
very near the box, that he might extinguiſh 


it, ſhe began bellowing with great violence; 


and when her Lady enquired her ſubject of 
complaint, © Lord help us!“ exclaimed ſhe, 
« we ſhall be left in pitch darkneſs in this 
loneſome place!“ 

ce Be quiet, good Nancy!“ ſaid Roſella in 


an agony : do, dear Madam, if you love 


me, let us go!“ 

Miſs Beauclerc found herſelf unable to 
withſtand this adjuration, which was almoſt 
accompanied by tears, and aſſiſted by the fear 
of being ſhut into the Theatre, by the univer- 


ial ſolitarineſs that reigned around. 


Very much irritated againſt her apoſtate 


Eſquire, ſhe aroſe with dignity, and taking 
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the arm of Roſella, marched forward, Nancy 
ſeieidg faſt by the train of her gown, which 
ſhe Tupported with more care, though not 
with ſuch graceful eaſe, as a page in a tragedy, 


a They met with little obſtacle to their re- 


Theatre: but when they found themſelves in 
the ſtreet, not knowing which turning to 
take, and unacquainted with any individual 

the place contained, even Miſs Beauclerc felt 
embarraſſed and uncomfortable ; for ſhe had 
not foreſeen that her merit, and the charms 
of Roſella, would have been affronted by the 
indiſcriminating neglect of every hero in 
Edinburgh. 
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At length when her patience, and even 
her courage, were extremely exhauſted, ſhe 
perceived a ſtand of coaches, one of which 
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Nancy, fatigued and diſpirited, followed her 
into it in ſilence. 
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#1 treat, for almoft every one had quitted the 


ſhe gladly took poſſeſſion of: Roſella and 
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« Drive me,” ſaid Miſs Beauclerc, t 
the hötel to to a handſome hotel in a * 
cious ſtreet near a ſquare.” 

« ] dynna ken what ye wad ſpake of, 
plied the coachman ; but I ſuppoſe —_ 
gang tul F 

« Yes, yes, returned the lady haſtily. 


The man ſhut the door, and mounted his 
box ; and in ten minutes the coach ſtopped. 
Roſclla, eagerly putting out her head to re- 
connoitre, exclaimed, © This is not the place. 
The man has brought us to the wrong 
houſe !“ 

8 Dial ye tell me, retorted he, to tak 
's, malſtreſs? 


— 


At this moment a party of very ſprightly 
young gentlemen, either meaning to paſs the 
houſe, or to enter it, preſented themſelves at 


the coach-door, and looking into it with per- 
fect eaſe and nonchalance, applauded the 


ladies for giving the direction, and the man 
for executing it. . 
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ce It is a miſtake !” exclaimed Miſs Beau- 


clerc, who began to ſuſpect the predicament 


in which her imprudence had placed her. 


ec The de'el a ſtep did I tak but by y'er 
ain order,” interpofed the coachman ; 4 
told me to dreeve ye aw to a tavern, and 
F——'s is as gude as ony other.“ 

« Oh better, better, ten to one, 
gentleman, opening the coach-door, © come 
come, my laſhe, don't be in the pouts: if 
ſome ungrateful fellow has failed in his ap- 


3 


cried a 


pointment, here are we, ſent by heaven and 


St. Andrew to avenge his perfidy.” 


924 


As he ſpoke, he took the hand of Roſella 
to aſſiſt her in alighting, who, too much diſ- 
treſſed to utter a ſentence intelligibly, and 
unable entirely to reſiſt the motion that drew 
her forward, burſt into tears of terror and in- 
dignation. 


c Gentlemen,” exclaimed Miſs Beauclerc, 


who now thought it time to afſert her dig- 


nity, 


— 


ROsELLA. 231 


N nity, ce I beg you will not inſult us: we are 
t ſtrangers here; and though appearances may 
perhaps authorize your miflake of our cha- 
rater, you have certainly no power over our 


r actions. Coachman, drive on!“ : 
e « And where wad ye gang noo ?” 
d « Carry us to the place where you took 
mm - | 
% 
E The young men whiſpered to each other, 
if whilſt the coachman, who diſplayed more 
: complaiſance totheir wiſhes, thanto the orders 


d. he received from people who had declared 
themſelves ſtrangers, very patiently. waited 
the reſult of the conference. 


- BU No,“ replied one of the party aloud, 
da © they are not worth it.“ 

3 « Yes, by G—d,” exclaimed another, 
who had gazed very earneſtly in the face of 
Rofella, © here is one worth ſighing for.“ 

«© This is inſupportable,”” cried Miſs Beau- 
clerc, more offended by the careleſs manner 
in which this admiration was expreſſed, than 
3 Battered. 
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Aattered with the admiration itſelf :— jg 


this,” continued ſhe in a lofty tone, © the 
| beſt impreſſion of your politeneſs you chuſe 
to give to the ladies of South Britain who 
viſit your metropolis? Gentlemen (if you 


are ſuch), you will ceaſe to moleſt us. Coach- 


man, I again order you to drive on!“ 


Moſt of the party now retreated, ſome 
with contemptuous ſneers, and the others 
with loud laughs: the champion of Roſella's 


charms alone remained, when the recreant 


hero of the theatric adventure greeted the 
eyes of Miſs Beauclerc. 


nizing his ci- devant companions, demanded 
what was the matter. Miſs Beauclerc now 
thought proper to conſider him as a protec- 


tor, and entreated that he would free her from 


the impertinence of her perſecutor. 


« Do you ſpeak of this gentleman ?”” re- 


turned he, pointing to the offender ; © he 


Can 


He looked into the 
carriage, with ſome ſurpriſe, on hearing the 
latter part of her remonſtrance, and recog- 
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can only be conſidered in ſuch a light from 
miſapprehenſion: for he is too much a man 
of honor to inſult ladies of character.“ 


« T hope ſo,” interrupted the other in ſome 


confuſion; © but yet, Oberne, how is 
this?“ 
c J beg, Sir,” ſaid Miſs Beauclerc, ad- 


dreſſing the mediator, © that I may have the 


honor of ſpeaking to you.“ 


ce Roſella was ready to ſink at this prelude, 
which foreboded ſome new humiliation ; and 


turning her aching. head from the light of 


two large lamps which illumined the door, 
reſted it on the ſhoulder of Nancy, who had 


fallen faſt aſleep the moment ſhe was ſeated 


in the coach, and had not been in the leaſt 


diſturbed by the noiſes that had enſued.— 


Oberne, as he had been called, now uttered 
ſomething in a low voice to the obſtinate in- 
truder, who, without further heſitation, made 


his bows, and vaniſhed. Miſs Beauclerc, de- 


lighted with the conduct of her Eſquire, 1n- 
ſtantly informed him of the dilemma ſhe had 


found 
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found herſelf in, from her want of thought ; 
and Mr, Oberne, with little trouble, diſ- 


covered, from her deſcription, the hotel to 


which ſhe had been taken on her entrance 


into Edinburgh, 


He accompanied her to it in the coach, to 
ouard the party from further alarm or incon- 
venience ; ard during the ride, exculpated 
himſelf from the charge of deſerting them, 
by mentioning the difficulties he had encoun- 


tered in his miſſion, and proteſting his ex- 


treme concern on finding, at his return to the 
box, that the ladies had quitted it. Whether 
the excuſe were true or falſe, it was entirely 
credited by Miſs Beauclerc ; and the gentle- 


man, on bidding her adieu, had the ſatisfac- 


tion of receiving from her enthuſiaſtic gra- 


titude, an invitation to breakfaſt with Roſclla 


and herſelf the next morning. 
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ſouthern gueſts, from their unannounced ab- re paſt 
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ſence till ſo late an hour, and their return with 


a gay young man, though they had intimated 


very plainly that they were entirely unknown 
in the town; and they now found the acri- 
mony of their ſuſpicions exccedingly in- 
creaſed, by the flight refreſhment which Miſs 
Beauclerc ordered upon the table which was 
ſpread for ſupper, in conformity with the 
invariable regimen of heroines, who take 
eſpecial care never to increaſe their delicate 


and nymph-like forms with too much good 


cheer: it being a maxim never departed 
from, that though a young, penſive, woe- 


worn, emaciated charmer may be reduced to 


a pale ſkeleton, and yet preſerve all the faſ- 
cination of beauty, and ſtill gain multitudes 
of enraptured lovers, yet no plump damſel 


can Jong © figh in ſhades, and ſicken at the 
tun,” without becoming very bilious, and 


being threatened with a yellow or black 
jaundice. As it is therefore indiſpenſably 
neceſſary that heroines ſhould poſſeſs ſlender 
forms, the attention they give to ordering light 
repaſts is extremely proper; but. people who 

live 
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live and exiſt by the extravagance, gluttony,, 


drunkenneſs, and epicuriſm of others, will 
not confider this matter with an attention ſuf- 
ficiently ſerious ; and it is much to be feared 


that, like Miſs Beauclerc's Edinburgh land- 


lord, others of the' ſame ſtamp may annihilate, 
in wiſh at leaſt, ſuch taper-ſhaped gueſts, and 
in the fury of their wrath, curſe them 
limb by limb, and feature by feature. All 
that is to be hoped on ſuch an occaſion 15, 
that the gentle ſouls may never attain any 
knowledge of ſuch barbarous and vulgar 
execration, and that the arms of their lovers 
may not undertake to avenge it, with juſt but 


relentleſs indignation. 
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CHAP, I. 
pleaſaut travelling companion gained a bonne oY [| 1 

marchee, - 
15, 
any 1 | 
ear IT was near one o'clock before Roſella ex- 
© E: ; 
ers perienced the comfort of laying her head 


but upon the pillow : yet fatigued as ſhe was, ſhe 
| found it impoſſible to obtain any repoſe. She 

felt mortified and degraded by the contempt 

| and derifion ſhe had been the object of; and 

| though far from ſuſpecting the extent of the 

diſaſtrous circumſtance which had given riſe 

to the freedom and levity of manner the 

young men had adopted, ſhe could not but 

be ſenſible that in the ſituation to which her 

| own forgetfulneſs, and the unpardonable want 

of caution of her chaperon had driven them; 
there 
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not extremely favorable to women of any 
delicacy. | 


The facility with which Miſs Beauclerc 
had, by her breakfaſt invitation, given the 
ſtamp of an acquaintance to this Oberne, 
whoſe firſt appearance had not impreſſed 


Roſella with the beſt ſentiments of his man- 


ners or morals, ſhe ſecretly condemned; and 
reſolved, for the firſt time ſince the com- 
mencement of their tour, to contradict the 
wiſhes of Miſs Beauclerc, if they led her to 
requeſt her company in her intended viſit to 
the lions of Edinburgh ; for ſhe dreaded to 
be ſeen and recognized by any of the party, 
the recollection of whoſe ſurmiſes ſhe fled 
from with horror; and feared that her preci- 
pitate friend would not find much reaſon to 
congratulate herfelf upon the acquiſition of 
an eſcort, picked up in the ſecond tier of 
boxes at the Theatre Royal. 
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In the morning a plea of indiſpoſition, 
which her knguid appearance juſtified, pro- 
cured' her a diſpenſation from attending the 
breakfaſt table—a ceremony Miſs Bezuclerc 


A did not inſiſt upon, becauſe ſheywas not ſorry 


to have an opportunity of ſounding the ſenti- 
ments of Mr. Oberne towards the invalid, 
by the unlooked- for diſappointment of her 
abſence, and the touchſtone of eulogiums and 
obſervations upon her virtues and her beau- 
ties, uttered from the overflowings of the 


| fondneſs they excited. 


At ten o'clock, the hour appointed, Mr. 
Oberne announced the idea he entertained of 
the favor extended to him, by the punctuality 
of his attendance : but Roſella, the ſuppoſed 


object of attraction, was invifible. He 
| looked earneſtly towards the door every time 
a ſtep was heard near it, and at length Miſs 
| Beauclere corideſcended to relieve his cruel 
ſuſpenſe, by a certainty equally afflicting: yet, 
contrary to her expectation, he learned the 
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- news of his fair one's indiſpoſition, without: 
turning pale, or r dropping his tea-cup. 


ay after breakfaſt, Miſs Beau- 
clerc viſited her ſick companion, to propoſe 
'an airing, which ſhe thought would re-eſta- 
bliſh her health; and Roſella then heard that 
Mr. Oberne had very obligingly offered him- 
ſelf as their cicerone whilſt they remained at 
Edinburgh. This ſudden partiality to a 


young man wholly. unknown to-Mits Beau- 


clerc, very much provoked Roſella, who felt 
an extreme antipathy to every object that 
could remind her of the miſadventure of the 
preceding evening ; and ſhe excuſed herſelf 
from being of the party that morning, under 
pretext of a violent head- ach. 


Miſs Beauclerc would then have made her 
own apologies to the gentleman ; but Roſella, 
fearing if the project were only deferred, ſhe 
muſt at length be included in it, rather 
wiſhed it to take place immediately, and 


— her whimſical friend ſo earneſtly to 
3 leave 
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leave her to the care of Nancy, who was at- 
tentive and obliging, that ſhe at length com- 
plied, and ſuffered Mr. Oberne to look for- 
ward to the honor of a tete-d-téte during 
their intended ramble, which he might per- 
haps have declined, had he foreſeen it. 


l FP | 
Roſella, thus left to her reflections, found 
them vexatious enough ; and in ſpite of her 
iy 23 a . 
E early prejudices- in favor of Miſs Beauclerc, 


ſhe could no longer avoid confeſſing to her- 
i 1 ſelf, that her conduct was a tiſſue of eccen- 
| tricities, and that if they continued to increaſe 
as they had done ſince the moment of their 
quitting London, Roſella herſelf might be 
irreparably injured in the opinion of that 
world ſhe was now only entering. Again. 
did prudence ſuggeſt the meaſure of hinting 
her embarraſſment to Mr. Mordaunt, and 
once more the gratitude and affection Mis 
Beauclerc had a right to challenge from her, 
oppoſed themſelves to its dictates, which 
were likewiſe weakened by the appearance of 
verſatility ſhe ſhould incur, by ſoliciting to 
VOL, II. 51 | be 
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be withdrawn from a ſituation, ſhe had en- 


3 4 into with eager and unequivocal de- 1 
WE * ; 
14 1 | | U Sbt. 


With an uneaſineſs ſhe could not ſuppreſs, 
and a depreſſion of ſpirits ſhe could not ſur- 
mount, ſhe met Miſs Beauclerc on her re- 
turn from her excurſion, Mr, Oberne no 
longer accompanied her, and Roſella ſincere- 
ly hoped ſhe ſhould fee him no more; but 

how great were her chagrin and ditzppoint- 

ment, when ſhe was informed that her friend 
"+0 had conſented he ſhould become their com- 
[3 | pagnon du voyage as far as Glaigow ! She 
1 felt wholly confounded and diſmayed, and 
received the intelligence with a ſilence ſuf- 
ficiently expreſſive. 


Miſs Beauclerc el it, and haſtily 
endeavored to remove any impreſſion her too 
eaſy compliance with this meaſure might 
produce, by aſſuring Roſella that Mr. Oberne 
had been addreſſed by mauy cople of diſ- 
tinction during their excurſion, and had very 

politely 
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politely introduced her. to ſome women of 
rank they had met on their way to the Caſtle, 
as a lady of family with whom he had become 
acquainted in England. 


ec Mr. Oberne then,“ ſaid Roſella gravely, 


cc has no objection to deceive others into er- 
roneous opinions, by uttering a deliberate 


falſehood.“ 


, 


«© You ſhould not view the effect of his 
o00d-humour in ſuch a light, returned Mis 
Beauclerc.—*< Indeed he convinced me that 
he was better informed of ſome very intereſt- 
ing events than J had any ſuſpicion of, by tell- 
ing me he had ſeveral times heard my name 
mentioned at the table of Lord Morteyne, 
when he was in the South: ſo that his decep- 
tion was an innocent one, as he was perfectly 
conſcious I was really the character he repre- 
ſented me to be.“ 


Roſella ſilently hoped the women of rank, 
to whom her friend had been fo politely intro- 
duced, were of characters as eſſentially re- 

M 2 5 ſponſible 
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ſponſible; but as Miſs Beauclerc had vin- li 
dicated her new acquaintance rather warmly, 4 
ſhe would not venture to give utterance to 15 
1o offenſive an intimation, and awaited what 2 
ſhe meant further to ſay. 3 

F ha; 

ce J think I may affirm,” continued the wh 


lady, „that he is a very eſtimable young 
man; but as our knowledge of each other 
commenced in a manner which ſome fooliſh 
people might cavil at, he would not ſcruple to 
follow the example of many worthy characters, 
and alter facts in a manner more favorable to 
the date and propriety of our friendſhip.— 
« For example, added the, willing to con- 
vince Roſella, whoſe diſapprobation was ſtill 
viſibly expreſſed in her downcaſt looks, in 
the charming new novel we lately read, did 
not a very aniable, honeit, and moral man 
introduce a very lovely young ſtranger to his 
wife and daughters, as their niece and couſin? 
And though in fact ſhe was ſuch, as he was 
unacquainted with the truth of what he aſ- 
ſerted, it was not the leſs a falſehood from his 


/ lips; 
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lips; and did not the ſame man, on diſcover- 
ing accidentally a very charming female 
neighbour, carry his daughters and their 
beautiful couſin there, and carry himſelf there, 
unknown to his wife, which morally would 
have been very improper, only that this wife, 
who was indeed rather in the way, was a mere 
handſome woman of the world, without the 
leaſt pathos of the heroine in her diſpoſition ; 
and therefore certainly every lover of the ſub- 
lime and beautiful, muſt have wiſhed her any 
where but in the devotional apartment of the 
gentle recluſe, when ſhe was ſurpriſed by her 
ancient admirer and her female pupils, with 
her grey treſſes flowing, in her pathetic atti- 
tude, kneeling before her elegant crucifix and 


her Roman Catholic apparatus, fo ſweetly 


and fancifully diſpoſed, and repeating in ſuch 
fil-ery, yet fervent tones, her confiteor out 
of her gilt Latin office-book.—Can we,” 
ſaid Miſs Beauclerc earneſtly, © blame the 
good man for being, virtuous as he was, be- 
trayed into a paſſionate ſally of admiration? 
and can we wonder, that having conducted 
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his yaung companions to their home, he 
ſhould be impelled, by his ſenſibility, to re- 
turn at midnight to the intereſting ſolitary, 
that he might protect her from the thunder 
and lightning?“ 


Roſella, perceiving that her friend, in the- 


ardor of her imagination, had ſtrayed conſi- 
derably from her argument, now took ad- 
vantage of a pauſe, to obſerve that the in- 
cautious conduct of this amiable, honeſt, and 
moral man, had nearly been the occaſion of 
ſending the orphan he meant to ſerve, to the 
workhouſe. | 2 


Roſella,” interrupted Miſs Beauclerc 
haſtily, © never let me again hear ſuch a low 
expreſſiona grocer's heireſs could not have 
uttered that ſentence with more vulgar 


ſpite.” 


« Dear Madam,” returned ſhe, almoſt 


laughing, do you mean a grocer's heireſs in 
a novel, or a grocer's heireſs in Cheapſide?“ 


There 


have 
unpac 
the he 
burgh 
«Cc I. 
you h: 
receive 
CC 1 
replied 


Miſs Beauclerc ; “but we will argue no fur- 


% 


There are many characters of that de- 
ſcription,” faid Miſs Beauclerc very gravely, 
« which I conceive to be very well delineated 


in many modern works: their malice to- 


wards ſuperior. beauty and amiable ſeaſtbi- 
lity, their clumly perſons, and pretences to 
accompliſhments, their immenſe bloated. 
mamas, and ſheepith henpecked fathers- > 
« And their needy Right Honorable: 
lovers, interrupted Rofella gaily.—“ Oh 
no doubt, the portrait is a good one, as it 
has been ſo often copied.“ ; 
« You are quite ſilly to-day!“ exclaimed 


ther upon this or any other ſubject ; for we 
have only time to put up fuch things as are 
unpacked, and take fome refreſhmeat, before 
the hour I have fixed upon to leave Edin- = 
burgh®? 1 

„ I thought, Madam,” ſaid Roſella, © that | 
you had determined to remain here till, you 
received letters from Mrs. Ellinger?“ 

I have already received them, my dear, 
replied Miſs Beauclerc; „I called at the 

| M 4 | poſt= | 
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poſt- office, and found them waiting my ar- 


rival, owing to the punctual kindneſs of my 
poor Selina.“ 


Rofella had indeed earneſtly wiſhed to quit 
Edinburah from the moment of their un- 
pleaſant adventure; but to leave it accom- 
_ by a gay young man ſo ſuddenly too! 


Her gleam of merriment quickly vaniſhed 


before the moſt unpleaſant reflections that 
Pp 


had ever occurred ; and ſhe aſſiſted Nancy, 


in filence, to arrange their baggage. R 


After a repaſt as ſlight as that of the pre- 
ceding evening, a poſt-chaiſe was ordered; 
and whilſt the requeſt was obeyed, Roſella 
ſat in momentary expectation of the arrival 
of Mr. Oberne, ready booted for the jour- 
ney ; but to her great contolation, he came 
not, and ſhe ſecretly hoped, as ſhe followed 
her imprudent friend into their hired carriage, 
that he had never intended to carry his gal- 
lantry and himſelf out of Edinburgh. Yet 


Miis Beauclerc did not appear to feel the 


diſap pointment, 


diſappointment, upon which ſhe made no 
comment. Indeed the converſation was ex- 
tremely languid until they reached the end 
of the firſt ſtage, and there Roſella obſerved 
her to look round, as if for ſome perſon ſhe 
awaited ; and the heart of her young com- 
panion beat quick, in the expectation that 
her preſent diſappointment would teach her 
future caution: but at the moment their 
driver was mounting to leave the inn-yard, 
ſhe obſerved another hack-chaiſe drive fu- 
riouſly into it, and almoſt inſtantly, the voice 
of Mr. Oberne enquired if Miſs Montreſor 
had recovered from her indiſpoſition. 


The cheek of Roſella varied as ſhe re- 
turned an anſwer of cold civility to the com- 


pliment, and their departure, then relieved 
her from her embarraſſment, 


They continued to journey thus—the 
ladies in one chaiſe, and their knight-errant 
in another, merely exchanging a few ſen-- 
tences at each ſtage, until they entered the 

M 5 town 
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1 town of Airdrie, where Miſs Beauclerc, n 
bf finding herſelf fatigued, reſolved to reſt for Fe 
_ the night. Roſclla was more chagrined than 8 
FM ſurpriſed to obſerve that Mr. Oberne took 8 


hhhhis ſupper with them en famille, and likewiſe 


9 repoſed his weary limbs at Airdrie; that he . 

wn addreſſed her with the freedom of an ac th 

2 & 0 quaintance of long ſtanding, invariably ſtiling " 
a her his charming fellow- traveller; and that 

| he treated Miſs Beauclerc as if ſhe had had vis 

the honor of being his ſiſter -or aunt. She ba 

learned too, from his unreſerved communi- Tc 

cation, that he was of Ireland, but that he diy 

had many connexions and friends in England. for) 

The latter part of the intelligence was the eve 

leaſt welcome to Roſella, who did not feel at uni 

all ambitious of having the fame of her ing 

charms and adventures travel to the South, eve: 

| through the medium of Mr, Oberne. | mL 

The whole party entered Glaſgow the next II 

morning to breakfaſt; and Roſella would repo 

have beheld this charming city with unquali- newe 

tied ſatisfaction, had not the ſociety of their ruins 


7 ne v/ 


Wi 
RY 
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new companion damped every pleaſurable 
ſenſation: he affected to attend to their ac- 
commodations, regulated the diſpoſal of their 
time whilſt they remained at Glaſgow, plan- 
ned ſeveral excurſions in the neighbourhood, 
and finally ſpoke with anticipated rapture of 
their intended tour to Loch Lomond, 


a 


The remainder of the Gay was paſſed in 


viewing the beauties of the place: the noble 


bridges over the Clyde, the Guildhall, the 
Tolbooth, the Univerſity, and the Cathedral 
divided into ſtories or diſtinct tiers, each 
forming a ſeparate place of worſhip; nay, 
even the houſes in the principal ſtreets almoſt 
univerſally ſupported by Doric columns, form- 
ing an arcade into which the ſhops open 
every thing was a ſubject of admiration and 
amulement. 


In the evening Miſs Beauclerc and Roſella 
repoſed, that they might fer out with re- 
newed ſpirits the next morning to vilit the 


 tvins of Bothwell Caſtle, and ſee the falls of 
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the Clyde. Mr. Oberne endeavored to 


render the dulneſs of an evening paſſed at an 


inn leſs obſervable, by ſometimes reading, 


and breaking the lecture occaſionally with 


obſervations, enlivened by extreme vivacity 
of manner and idea, and tinctured with diſ- 
crimination. 8 


Roſella was amuſed, in ſpite of the pru- 
dence and reflection of nearly eighteen years“ 
reſidence in this ſage and unerring world ;— 


and, in the gaiety of the moment, forgot the 


impropriety of encouraging the lively fallies 
of their. unknown aſſociate. Unchecked by 
the dictates of wiſdom ſuperior to her own, 
ſhe loft fight, for a moment, of the reſtric- 


tions her native good ſenſe had impoſed, and 


before they parted for the night, ſhe had 
laughed at the giddy flights of Oberne, had 
been evidently pleaſed at his good-humoured 


eForts to ſhorten the © tedious hours, and 


had even liſtened to the utterance of his ex- 
travagant and half- burleſqued ſentiments of 
5 eternal 


ef 
1d 
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eternal devotion to her charms, without any 
idea of ſerious diſpleaſure. 


Reflection returned however, with dark- 
neſs and the pillow: ſhe then regretted that 
ſhe had not maintained her reſerve, but was 
convinced that ſhe could not return to it 
with any appearance of conſiſtency ; and 
much againſt her more rigid plans, now felt 
the neceſſity of continuing towards her new 
acquaintance, an unconſtrained deportment, 
which, without applauding, ſcemed not either 
to cenſure. 


This 6id not reſemble the never-receding, 
never-faltcting dignity of a majeſtic heroine, 
who preſerves, without ceaſing, à proper 
diſtance towards the preſumptuous man 
whom ſhe ſuſpects to have become the ſlave 
of her charms. Alas! no, not in the leaſt; 
but it was extremely natural that a young 
woman of an amiable and lively temper 
ſhould forget her ſage reſolutions 1a a fit of 


kughter, and approve that winning ſuavity 
l | in 


AR 
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in others, which Nature had abundantly be- 
ſtowed upon herſelt. 


he W day beheld Miſs Beauclerc, 
Roſella and Mr, Oberne on their way to 


Bothwell. Nancy was, with ſome difficulty, 
prevailed upon to remain at Glaſgow, and 
one chaiſe therefore contained the party, who 
were not quite ſo well pleaſed with each 
other as on the preceding evening. The 
young Iriſhman, rather mortified to obſerve 
that his renewed devoirs were not ſo welcome 
as he had perhaps flattered himſelf with, 


turned from Roſella to addreſs an invocation 


to the Naiades of the Clyde, whoſe charming 


banks, delightfully wooded, greeted his view. 


But his theme was again almoſt as ſuddenly 


changed, to one which the name of the place 


they were viſiting gave riſe to; and he la- 
mented, with great gallantry, the lucklets. 
deſtiny of the Scottiſh Mary, over whole 


admitted faults he caſt the veil of oblivion. 


Miſs Beauclerc, whoſe divine ſympathy 
was awakened by his expreſſions of com- 


paſſion, 


ROSE LL A. e 


paſſion, almoſt wept the cruel clouds which 
had gloomed the gay thoughtleſs hours of a 
« fair young wanton lady,” who, gifted by 


Nature with eminence of wit and beauty, and 


by Fortune with a plenitude of power, loſt 
this double empire over mankind, becauſe 


over herſelf ſhe had none la leflon which 


ſhould be reverenced, not regretted,— 
Though Roſella's tribute of pity was ever 
ready, upon the ſlighteſt demand of ſuffering 
humanity, yet upon a ſubject where her 
judgment combated the compaſſion ſhe 
could not avoid feeling, ſhe choſe to remain 
ſilent; and their arrival at Bothwell Caſtle 
put an end to the ſubject, 


Miſs Beauclerc eagerly aſcended one of” 


the turrets Time has {pared of this building, 
* once how honored !” and /fhough the had, 
in her progreſs, not made any diſcovery of 
lliding pannels and ſtalking viſions, which 
perhaps ſhe might have expected, yet ſhe 
was rewarded for her trouble more rationally, 
Dy a captivating view of the country round. 
_ 
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in her turret, like a certain heroine, of whom 
18 it 


— 
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— 


Mr. Oberne pointed out on one ſide, Ben 


Lomond rearing its Jofty head, and the op- 
poſing landſcape enriched by the majeſtic 
falls of the Clyde, and the wild mountains of 
Lanerk. 


Roſella had not been perſuaded to leave 
terra firma; and her friend, charmed with 


the improvements in the ſcenery her eleva- 


tion afforded, called to her from the height 
ſhe had attained, and bade her follow the 
example ſhe had given.—< I wiſh moſt ſin- 
cerely,” thought Roſella, “ that I might, in 


every reſpect, do fo with ſecurity!“ 


Oberne had haſtily deſcended to aſſiſt her 
in obeying the ſummons, but forgot his 
errand by the way, and ſeemed perfectly 
contented to wander by her fide amidſt the 
ruins below, whilſt he expatiated with much 
eloquence. upon the charms of ſolitude and 
contemplation. 


- Miſs Beauclerc meantime was {till perched 
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it was ſaid that ſhe was beautiful, and digni- 


ficd, and virtuous, notwithitanding the was 
the houſekeeper's niece, and was wont to 
meet the young heir clandeſtinely at mid- 
night, whilſt the reſt of the fanuly were 
wrapped in {oft repoſe : but this hiſtory did 
not at preſent occupy the imagination of the 
lady in the turret at Bothwell, though the 
had funk into a reverie, and was mentally 
drawing a hafty ſketch of a ſweet penſive 
young creature, confined by a cruel tyrant of 
a mother-in-law, or a father, or a barbarous 
uncle, in one of the deſerted towers of an 
immenſe caftie, where the ſounds of revelry, 
and dance, and fong perpetually aſſail her 
folitary ears from the banqueting- rooms be- 
low, where no doubt but ſome of the gueſts 
ſigh, in the centre of conviviality, for her 
hapleſs fate and matchleſs charms, and medi- 
tate in which of the endleſs corridors they 
may watch, to enjoy a momentary conver- 
ſation, when ſhe ſteals out of her apartment 
to procure more oil to recruit her expiring 
lamp, or elſe to entreat her negligent attend- 

7 ant 


nos. 


ant to bring a fingot f for her OR "Oe fire 
two things a heroine is always particularly 
anxious about, though ſhe v ili faſt adiaini en 
without repining. 


Whilſt the imagination of Miſs Beauclerc 
was thus occupied, ſhe thought not of her 
abſent companions, and would probably have 


remained in her preſent ſituations until the 


intereſting moon had riſen to illumine the 
ſcenery around her, but that Rofella, embar- 
raſſed by the aſſiduous attentions of Mr. 
Oberne, ſent him to inform her that the cir- 
cling hours were not ſtanding ſtill. 


Very reluctantly Mils Beauclerc left 
Bothwell Caſtle, to proceed to a celebrated 
Palace, and if - poſhble, to approach the 


falls of the Clyde before the day was too far 


advanced. 


5 On entering the extenſive park in 
which the manſion is fituated, Miſs Beau- 


Clerc, ca atching 2 fight of the building, im- 
mediately 
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mediately aſſimilated it in idea- to that 
imaginary, ſweet, retired, yet magnificent 
placein Wales, belonging toa young Noble- 
man, whoſe deſtined love, as ſhe had read, 
having fled from an atrocious! perſecuting 
admirer, takes refuge by the inſtructions of 
her papa, exactly within the precincts of the 
hero's domains, at the cottage of her nurſe, 
which her mama had ornamented according 
to cuſtom (when ſhe had fled to it likewiſe 
in fer youth) with ſhelves for books, neatly 
papered the walls, and it may be ſuppoſed 
had even left an old lute in them; in this 
delightful place the heroine forgets not of 
courſe the amuſement of wandering over 
the apartments at the great houle, and dif 
mantling the library of 1ts books—a thing 
generally preferred to the vulgar care of 
looking over an heroic wardrobe, and repair- 
ing the occaſional damage it may have 
ſuſtained, in ſpite of ſublimity. 


eee, A 

Mr. Oberne and Roſella were, en allen 
dant, converſing with ſome vivacity upon 
the 
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Jt the cuſtom of the Scottiſh and Iriſh Nables, f 
3 of almoſt wholly deſerting their eſtates, and h 
1 ſpending their time and their revenues in N 
i the metropolis of England; but the gen- 
{ E tleman, who had himſelf often been ſeduced tl 
+ into imprudence by the allurements of 2 
i faſhion, could but feebly cenſure what he d 
* could not nevertheleſs excuſe. Yet whilſt th 
BF: Rolla expreſſed her aſtoniſhment that ye 
6, by any place, ſuch as ſhe then beheld, could {h 
1 be abandoned for any length of time * 
Nik Abandoned for what?“ thought Oberne ; 
41 « to mix with the Nobles of a nation, 
uh who may reflect with ſecret pride, that 2 
1 the ancient Barons of this country once an 
. maintained the independence of their the 
1 own crown, now a fecondary jewel in that ſta 
} of England, from whole favour they folicit * 
. a Barony on the other ſide of the Tweed, ref 
that they may mingle in the legiſlature, by loc 
an inferior title, with the more modern and VICK 
baſtard deſcendants of the houſe of Stuart, Wit 
| from bor 
eſt 


. 


CY 


ROSELLA. | 261 


: 


from which ſome Scots Nobles claim an 
honorable lineage,” 


However theſe ideas, which were perhaps 


the nuſtaken reſult of prejudice, he choſe to 
condemn to filence, and undertook to vin- 
dicate a few North Britons by imputing 
their conduct to that prudent reſerve, which 
we are told certain Monarchs maintain, of 
ſhowing themſelves ſeldom, that they may 
preſerve the reſpect of their ſubjects. 


« For example,” continued Oberne, 
« ſuppoſe the ennobled owner of this or 
any other place ſhould prove unworthy of 
the honors to which he was born—a circum- 
ſtance,” ſaid he with a ſmile, © I grant, 
very unprobabie—and loſing ſight of that 
reſpect which the eſtabliſhed cuſtoms of 


7 


ſociety demand, bring the partner of his 


vices to the palace of his anceſtors, to fully 
with brutal degeneracy the ſpot where their 
bones repoſe—wouid not this be the high- 
eſt impolicy, as well as immorality, when 

| ; from 
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from the metropolis of England, the ſame 
faults and follies, dere they to be commit- 
ted, would be borne to the ears of tenants 
and vaſſals with a ſoftened report, and not 


ſtrike like the ſulphureous bolt, falling whbly 


in the midſt of them, with an effect no 
loyalty or attachment can withſtand ?” 

« You think it better then,“ ſaid Roſella, 
ce that tenants and vaſlals ſhould have to 
complain of the poverty which the deſertion of 
the Nobles produces, than that they ſhould 
feel the influence of a bad example over 
their principles and conduct?“ | 

« What is that?“ enquired Miſs Beau- 
clerc, awaking from her reverie. 


Oberne repeated the purport of what he 
had advanced, and the obſervations which 


had given riſe to the converſation. 


“ do not agree with you,” returned 


Mis Beauclerc, *in your ideas of London 


reſidence: what can be more odious than 
the manners of our ſaſhionable Engliſhmen ? 


How 


ant CO 
heart « 
ſition 

ſerles 


Roi 
friend 
her hc 
CO:OTe 


time 


Avon, 
eyes. 


fancy 


ſimple 
doubt 
couſin, 
ceptib! 
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How much more amiable and fi mple would 


the young men of the preſent age be, if 
N 15 were to reſide more upon their remote 
Hates, brought up by fome charming old 
aue the friend of the family, whoſe 
daughter, or niece, or ſome beautiful depend- 
ant couſin, might then engroſs the ſuſceptible 
heart of the youth, and form by the oppo- 
ſition of parents and relations, a delightful 
ſeries of intereſting memoirs. 


Roſella, who had never before known her 
friend to make ſo violent an excurſion upon 
her hobby-horſe in the preſence of Oberne, 
colored up to the ears, and gazed for ſome 


time without ceaſing upon the little river 


Avon, which was meandering betore her 
eyes. © This man,” thought ſhe, wall 


fancy that he is expected to be fo amiably 


imple as to fall in love with me; and no 
doubt he miſtakes me for the dependant. 
couſin, who will thankfully accept any ſuſ- 

ceptible heart that offers.” : 
« This 
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„ This ſpot 1s indeed fo charming,” faid 


Mr. ,Oberne, whoſe eyes followed the direc. 


tion of her's, © that I cannot wonder my 
dear little fellow-traveller is fo much 
occupied in admiring it, as not to have 
heard my enquiry.” 


« His dear little fellow-traveller !”' re- 
peated Roſella internally, and very much 
provoked at his freedom ; tor though Oberne 
had uttered the expreſſion twenty times 
before, it had never ſounded ſo very imper- 
tinent as at that moment. 


« J wiſh to know,” added he, “ if your 
ſentiments coincide with mine—if you 
imagine that it is -poſſible for any man to 
be proof againſt the united beauties of 
perſon and mind in a charming young 
woman, though ſhe may happen to be in 
a ſubordinate ſituation, merely becauſe ſhe 
is ſeen in the metropolis ?” 

Les, interrupted Miſs Beauclerc ea- 


ſhe 


uch 
erne 
mes 


per- 


your 
you 
n to 
Of 
bung 
he in 


> ſhe 


Ea 


oſed 


ſhe 
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ſhe has not virtue enough to be proof 
againſt the united charms of idleneſs and 
luxury, whenever any man may think proper 
to offer them to her acceptance. However 
the young gentlemen will not give themſelves 
the trouble to make the trial; and therefore 
it is, that the ſcenes of a modern novel 
cannot, if they are intereſting, be laid in 
the metropolis; becauſe it is no longer 


poſſible to imagine my Lord or Sir George 


running mad for an innocent beauty who 
appears at the public ſpectacles, or even 
when ſhe is introduced into the circles they 
frequent; ſo that our popular writers have 
had recourſe, and with great juſtice of idea, 
to the moſt remote parts of the kingdoms, 
for their ſcenes of eternal and diſintereſted 
attachment; many have croſſed the channel 
for their perſonages, their plots, their 
caſtles, and their mountains, and with good 


open the graves of heroes and heroines. who 
had been fleeping. quietly three or four 


hundred years. And really,” continued 


VL. tt. N Miſs 


— 
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Miſs Beauclerc, in a tone of melancholy, | 7 
« 1t was full time to remove all intereſting j 
adventures from London and its neighbour- p 
hood; ſince the air of St. James's Street £4 


cannot be more peſtilential to virtue, than 
ſuffocating to every breath of tenderneſs 
and ſenſibility.” 


Oberne, notwithſtanding his utmoſt 
efforts, could not avoid ſmiling at this 
explanation; and Rofella, whoſe cheeks 
were dyed with bluſhes of vexation, obſerv- 
ing that the poſtboy had now let down the 
ſtep, jumped out of the chaiſe before he 
could offer his aſſiſtance, and haſtened to- 


wards the auguſt manſion they had rode 

thus far to ſee, that ſhe might not be tor- ref 
tured by hearing any further lamentation ti 
upon the woeful decline of ſentient in the and 
men of the preſent aze. Fortunately how- the 
ever, whatever more of the ſublime offered ing 
itſelf to the recollection of Mifs Beauclerc, ad 
ſhe enjoyed in ſilence; yet Roſella was in ton 
continual dread, leſt many objects which ihe 


paſſed 


/ 
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paſſed in review, ſhould revive heroic ſub. 
jects ; and much as her admiration had been 
excited, ſhe was pleaſed when they quitted 


the place, 


CHAF. ps 


— 


A diſaſer - Hhmpꝶioms of attachment. 


IN the town of Hamilton they took ſome 
refreſhment, and then proceeded to view 
the falls of the Clyde. Roſella was filent 
and rather dejected; and Miſs Beauclerc 
thoughtfully revolved the numberleſs charm- 
ing incidents that might accrue to a young 
adventurer by being fituated near Hamil- 
ton, or any other magnificent ſeat, where 
ihe might wander into the park, and wander 

N 2 into 


"ves ROSELLA, 8 
into the ſuperb gallery to view the pictures, 
or into the library to read the books, c 
whenever ſhe put on a new hat, or received tl 
a becoming and ſimple faſhion from her Ju 
female confidante. th 
i hi 
In vain did Oberne endeavor to enliven Of 
either the one or the other; he could | de 
obtain little more than monoſyllables in 
reply to his obſervations, and at length gave 
way to the prevailing ſyſtem, and was ſilent. 


Within a ſmall diſtance of Lanerk the 
chaiſe, which was not in the beſt condition, 
being more than ordinarily ſhaken by the cc. 
roughneſs of the road, by ſome ſuddea fail- 
ure of the machinery, overturned with vio | 
lence on the ſide where Miſs Bcauclerc fat : cou 
unfortunately they were deſcending a hill, ſho 
and the driver, in trying to ſtop his horſes, ſen; 
5 fell with the animal on which he rode, and mo 
KY appeared unable to aſſiſt himſelf, or even to mo! 
1 riſe. 
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It was ſome minutes before Mr. Oberne 
could ſucceed in diſengaging himſelf from 
the ſhattered carriage, from the fear of Fil 
juring his companions in the attempt: he 
then drew Roſella out of the window, for in 
his trepidation he could not immediately 
open the door, and ſeeing her as pale as 
death, earneſtly enquired if ſhe were hurt. 

* No, no,” returned ſhe — ce g and 
aſſiſt Miſs Beauclerc.“ 5 

« Tell me firſt that you are not W 
hurt,” repeated he. 8 

« I am quite ſafe,” replied Roſella; — 
ce pray go !'* 


He then flew back to the chaiſe, which he 
could now contrive to open, and was much 
ſhocked to behold Miſs | Beauclerc lying 
lenſeleſs on the fide next the ground. Witli 
fome difficulty he raiſed her, and with ſul 
more, lifted her from the fatal carriage. 


ce She is dead!“ exclaimed Roſella wildly, 
ce ſhe is dead!“ 


N3 Oberne 
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Oberne thought ſo likewiſe ; but unwil- 


ling to confirm her alarm, he aſſerted that 


ſhe had only fainted. 


— 


No, ſhe is dead!” repeated Roſella 


mournfully. "ie 


A groan from the unfortunate poſtboy 


Increaſed her horror, yet ſhe endeavored, 


though almoſt without a hope, to revive her 
friend: all her early kindneſs, her unſhaken 


attachment, ana maternal indulgence crowd- 


ed to the recollection of Roſella, and ſhe 


viewed herſelf with abhorrence for having 


ſuffered, what ſhe now thought a ſlight vexa- 


tion, to create a diſguſt however tranſient, 
againſt ſo tried, ſo ſincere a benefactreſs.— 
Oberne aſſiſted in rubbing Miſs Beauclerc's 


lifeleſs. hands, whilſt Roſella chafed her 


temples, and applied falts to her noſe. After 
a melancholy interval, ſhe exhibited ſigns of 
returning life, and at length opening her 
eyes, aſked, in a languid voice, for Roſella. 


* hat * 


« O ur 


Our dear little friend 1s fate,” replied: 
Oberne 5 :-** * ſhe has been dreadfully, 


alarmed for you.” 
« | fear you are much kan ſaid Roſella 


tenderly : © what can I do, dear Miſs Beau- 
clerc, to relieve you?“ | 

think my arm. is broken, returned: 
te: pang.o me very much; but perhaps 
I am miſtaken,” 

« What can be done?“ exclaimed Roſella,. 
applying to Oberne for his opinion. 

« It cannot be long ſurely, before we are 
aſſiſted by paſſengers,” replied he: we 
will then ſend to Lanerk for the eaſieſt con- 
veyance to carry Miſs Beauclerc thither.“ 


Roſella then fupported her hacklefs friend. 
as well as ſhe was able, whilſt he examined | 
into the ſituation of the, poſtboy, who had 
received a contuſion on the head, and had 
been quite ſtunned by the fall. Oberne gave 
him every aid he could: and when the lad 
was tolerably recovered, returned to aſſiſt 
Roſclla ; for Miſs Beauclerc was quite help- 

N 4. leſs, 


4 F, oF 1 


Je 
A. 2599 


— 


leſs, and leant her whole weight againſt her, 


ſo that it was with the utmoſt exertion ſhe 


could prevent her from falling to the ground. 


In a ſhort time however, he was relieved 
from his painful embarraſſment, by the ap- 


Proach of a returning chaiſe, which was 


driving towards Lanerk; and Oberne ſe- 
cured it, in the hope that Miſs Beauclerc 
might be able to endure the motion for ſo 
{hort a way. 


Aſſiſted by the poſtboy juſt arrived, he 
put her into the carriage, though not with- 
out indications of agony on her part, that 
wounded the heart of Roſella, who endea- 


vored, by her cares, to ſoften the jolting, 
which even the footpace they went, pro- 


duced. Their own dtiver could not be 
prevailed upon to leave his horſes, and 
Oberne promiſed to ſend him afliſtance from 


Lanerk, where they arrived in rather more 
than half an hour, 


Miſs 


F MK Kos an aa 


ROSELLA: '273 

Miſs Beauclerc was taken to the beſt inn 
the place afforded, and a ſurgeon ſent for by 
Oberne, who had made many vain efforts to 
keep up the ſpirits of Roſella: at her requeſt, 
he likewiſe ſent off an expreſs to Glaſgow 
for Nancy, and enlarged upon the com- 
miſſion, by deſiring the immediate attend» 
ance of a profeſſional man from that place. 


Roſella was ſoon relieved from the pgig- 
nancy of her anxiety, by being aſſured that 
her friend, though much bruiſed, was not ig 
any danger; and the next morning, the Glaſs 
gow ſurgeon confirmed the report that no 
bone was broken, and that the patient would. 
do well, | 2 1012.43 eee, 


: 
FR 


The attendance of Nancy preſerved her 
from the fatigue ſhe would otherwiſe have 
_ willingly encountered, though ſhe ſtill in- 
ſiſted upon watching half the night, antl 
paſſed almoſt the whole day in the chamber 
of the ſufferer. She, remembered, wick gra- 


"_ the friendly attentions of Obeme, 
| N. 'S which, 
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which had been of uch real ſervice, and 
ſtill received thoſe he invariably continued 
to offer, with complacency : but as this was 


not a moment to indulge his careleſs gaiety, 
which he had had the art of communicating, 


in ſome meaſure, to his fair aſſociates, it could 
no longer operate to blind her judgment 
when reflection aſſailed her; and ſhe could 
not think, without an uneaſineſs blended with 
ſurpriſe, that this man, not many days ſince 
an entire ſtranger to them, ſhould now ap- 
pear ſo completely to think himfelf of their 
party, that without very apparent preſump- 
tion, he ſhould quietly ſtation himſelf in the 
fame houie, eſtabliſh himſelf in a manner 


their major-domo, and not ſeem to have any 


buſineſs or plan but that which related to 
them, 


It was in vain, ſhe well knew, to re- 
[preſent theſe circumſtances to Miſs Beau- 
clerc, nor indeed did ſhe wiſh, at ſuch a 
moment, to attempt either complaint or 
Argument: but as Mr. Oberne appeared 
55 extremely 
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extremely good-humoured, and not deaf 
to perſuaſion, ſhe endeavored to gain ſuf- 
ficient courage to hint to him that it was 
evident her friend would not for ſome time 
be in a ſituation to continue the excurſion 
ſhe had planned, and ſhe was certain it was 
not her wiſh to detain him in a place ſo little 
calculated to afford either accommodation or 
amuſement. Yet as Roſella was conſcious: 
this would ſound like a diſmiſhon, ſhe faw 
Mr. Oberne twice before ſhe could prevail 
upon herſelf to give it utterance ; and he, 
gag, Was indefatigable in procuring 
ſome luxuries and many conveniences which 
Lanerk was unable to produce, He had 
lent for quite a little library from Glaſgow, 
and every other day, Nancy brought up a 
quantity of flowers and fruit for Miſs Mon- 
treſor, which thus early in the ſeaſon mult have 
been purchaſed at a conſiderable expence. 


Theſe aſſiduous attentions, whilit they 
pained her extremely, rendered'her the leis 


able to execute her prudent intention ; till, 
N 6 i finidng 
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finding that ſhe could not for a moment quit | 
Miſs Beauclerc's chamber without meeting | 
him in the paſſage or on the ſtairs, where he 
actually appeared to have taken up his ſta- 
tion, and that he never ſuffered her to return 
without a converſation of ſome length, ſhe | 
felt the neceſſity of adhering to her reſo- 
lation. | | / 


The next time he accoſted her, ſhe per | 
mitted him to conduct her to a ſitting- room j 
within view of the ſtairs, which he had on 
that account appropriated to his own uſe; and 
this apparent mark of favor heightened the 
uſual animation of his countenance. 
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e They have ſent me the Airſhire Bard,” 
cried he, taking up ſome books which lay 
upon the table : © perhaps our poor invalid . 
may like to hear his ruſtic lays. I ſhould | 
wiſh to *liſten to them too, from thoſe lips; | 
but I ſuppoſe I muſt try to content myſelf as 
hitherto, with a diſtant vibration of that 
ys, 45 ſweet | 
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ſweet voice, when Nancy happens to open 
the door.“ 


Roſella, taking no notice of his ſuppoſi- 
tion, thanked him for the offered loan of the 
books, which ſhe had in his preſence inad- 
vertently expreſſed a with to read; but told 
him that he had already ſent to Miſs Beau- 
clerc's apartment, many more than ſhe ſhould 
have time to look over, whilſt ſhe imagined 
he would remain at Lanerk. 


3 


* 


« Our friend is not able to remove yet?“ 
aſked he haſtily. 

«© No,” replied Roſella. 

«© Then why do you think I ſhall quit 
Lanerk ?” | 

« ] only ſuppoſed,” ſaid ſhe, in ſome 
confuſion, and almoſt forgetting the argu- 
ment ſhe had meant to urge, * that as Miſs 
Beauclerc cannot continue the excurſion to 
Loch Lomond, which I underſtood it was 
your intention to make, and as ſhe is not 


ſufficiently recovered to quit her apartment, 


I thought 
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I thought you would that is, I believe it is 
not proper for me 

© What!” interrupted he, © not even to 
ſpeak to me en paſſant ! Have I ever pre- 
ſumed to intrude upon you for a moment, 
or utter a ſenten ce, but when I had the good 
fortune to meet with you accidentally ?” 

No, eee replied — bluſh- 
ing; © but I 

On he!” exclaimed he, ſmiling, © you 


think me ſuch a St. James's-ſtreet fellow as 
to fly from friends who have diſtinguiſhed - 


me with ſo much condeſcenſion, becauſe an 
unfortunate caſualty has diſabled them from 
immediately fulfilling intentions Kindly 
formed.” 

] am ſerious, Mr. Oberne,” ſaid Roſe lla 
with conſiderable vexation. 

« And ſo am 1,” returned he, © when I 
affirm that I will not quit Lanerk till Miſs 
Beauclerc is able to travel.“ 


An idea now occurred to Roſella, that he 


* Was attaching himſelf to her friend with a 


deſign 


cc 


el 
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deſign to marry her; and ſhe immediately 
deſiſted from her intention of endeavoring to 
perſuade him to a retreat, which, in ſuch a 
caſe, would have the ſemblance both of 
vanity and impertinence; and coolly telling 
him he was certainly at liberty to act as he 
thought proper, left the room. 
{ 

t Will you not take theſe poems with you??? | 
demanded he, following her with the books 
in his hand. : 

« ] will enquire if Miſs Beauclerc wiſhes 
to ſee them,” e Rofella, and Nancy 
ſhall inform you.“ 

« You took a turn in the garden yeſter- 
day, he reſumed, whilſt he detained her, 
ce will you not a your walk to-day 2" 

« No, I believe not.“ 


She then ran up the ſtairs; and though 
he faid ſomething further, ſhe ſtaid not | 
either to liſten or reply to him. 


Miſs Beauclerc, having no inclination at 
that moment to read the rural ſtrains of poor 
Burn, 
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Burng Roſella, as ſhe had promiſed, ſent 


Nancy with the information, who re-ap- 


peared with a large bouquet of green-houſe 
flowers for Miſs Montreſor. She was 
chagrined ; but as ſhe, could not return them, 
ſhe made her friend participate in the 
preſent. 


From the time * ſhe ſurmiſed that Mr. 
Oberne's more ſerious gallantry was directed 


towards Miſs Beauclerc, many circumſtances. 


ſtruck upon her memory which ſeemed to au- 
thoriſe the ſuppoſition ; and ſhe was aſtoniſhed 
that ſhe had ſo long been blind to fo palpable 
a fact. She had read of Irith fortune-hunters, 
their undaunted affurance, and extreme per- 
ſeverance, and it was now ſcarcely a matter of 
doubt in her mind, that Mr. Oberne was one 
of theſe; and his attentions to herſelf, ſhe. 
ſuppoſed, were directed with a deſign to fa- 
cilitate his views, by gaining all the intereſt 
ſhe might be imagined to poſſeſs over her 
friend. She reſolved however, to fee him 
as little as poſtible, and confined. herſelf 
| for 
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for two days almoſt wholly to Miſs Beau- 
clerc's apart ment. 


Mr. Oberne, who had not expected ſo 
perfect a ſecluſion, at length ſent a note to 
the invalid, where after many ent reat ies to 
command his ſervices, and employ him in 
any way conducive to her eaſe, he expreſſed 
a fear that her amiable Roſella would injure 
her health, by refuſing herſelf from day to 
day a moment of air and exerciſe. Maſs 
Beauclerc had already remonſtrated with her 
upon the ſubject, and now more earneſtly 
repeated her wiſhes that ſhe would pay a 
proper attention to herſelf, and allot ſome 
part of the time ſhe had hitherto too ſedu- 
louſly dedicated to the alleviation of her 
pain, to the preſervation of her own ſpirits 
and health. 


Roſella was, however, ſo much provoked 
with the officious interpoſition of Oberne, 
that ſhe made a pretext of a trifling cold 


ſhe had caught, to diſappoint his intentions; 
and. 


— 
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and in ſpite of the exhortations of her 


anxious friend, paſſed two days more with- 
out allowing him an opportunity of {peaking 
to her. 


On the third morning Nancy brought. 
intelligence that Mr. Oberne was going to 


Glaſgow, and begged Mils Montreſor would. 
permit him the honor of ſeeing her for a. 


moment betore his departure. 


By all means,” ſaid Miſs Beauclerc, on 
hearing the meſſage ;. © convey my acknow- 
ledgments to him, my dear Roſella, for his 
many attentions and ſolicitude for our wel- 
fare; and tell him, as J ſuppoſe it is not 
in his power to wait my entire recovery, 
to accompany us to Loch Lomond, I beg 
he will ſend me word if he remains any 
time in Scotland, where I may perſonally 
thank him for his brotherly kindneſs.” 


Shocked at the idea of being compelled: 
to ſolicit an appointment, Roſella moſt un- 
| willingly 
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willingly deſcended the ſtairs, and preceded 
by Nancy, who announced her approach, 


entered the room where ſhe had laft ſeen 


Oberne. He ſtarted up to welcome her; 
and Nancy having diſappeared, he began 


a very ſerious complaint againſt her extreme 
reſerve, in withdrawing herſelf from thoſe 


momentary interviews, in which he had 
ever been particularly careful to avoid 
giving any reaſonable offence to her delicacy. 


« However,” continued he, * fince you 
have completely ſtarved me out, I ſhall 
_ obey the 1ntimation you have. ſo dexterouſly 
given me, and leave Lanerk ; but as I am 
thus compelled to a retreat, I confeſs I wiſh 
J had retreated with a better grace.“ 

«© imagine,“ returned Roſella with a 
diſengaged air, that you are quite ſatisfied 
with the ſample you have had of the attrac- 
tions of this magnificent place, and that 
eunui has at leaſt an equal ſhare with what 
you call my intimation ; which was given, 
[ think, fix days back.“ 


„Nou 
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e You are miſtaken,” interrupted he; 


tc and I ſhould"convince you that I have at 
leaſt as much perſeverance as yourſelf, but 


that I fear your exceſſive punctilio will make 


you really ill, as well as deprive you of thoſe 
little airings you occaſionally took, before 


21 7 


you thought proper to give me my conge.” 


e I have certainly no right to aſſume 
ſuch a power over any perſon Miſs Beau- 
clerc chuſes to honor with her acquaint- 
ance,” ſaid Roſella more gravely ; © at the 
fame time, I may ſurely adapt my conduct 
to my own 1deas of propriety, when my 
friend is unable to dire& it.” 

Do not let us quarrel, my dear Miſs 
Montreſor !'' exclaimed Oberne, taking her 
hand. Will you have the goodneſs to 
inform Miſs Beauclerc, that as I ſhall be 
equally happy to be of the leaſt ſervice to 
her at Glalgow, as at this place, I will paſs 
three or four days there; and I hope ſhe 


will conſider me as her factor, and employ 


me to execute her commiſſions, And tell 
her 


He 
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Her I ſhall wait with much impatience for 

the news of her complete recovery, which I 
ſhall conſider as a recal to Lanerk, and a 
pleaſing intimation that ſhe has not repented 
her intention of admitting me in her party 
to Loch Lomond.” 


Roſella replied tnat ſhe would repeat what 
he ſaid. 


« Well then,” reſumed he, I muſt 
.bid you adieu. Lou do not wear,” he 
added, © your uſual aſpect; and faith, if 
the truth were known, I believe I have 
much more reaſon to look grave,” 

I ſuppoſe that chaiſe is for you,” inter- 
rupted Roſella: © I will therefore bid you 


good morning, and report your meffage.” 


3 


„The chaiſe can wait,” faid he impati- 
ently; © you are in a violent hurry to 
diſpatch me!“ 

I thought you had uttered your fare- 

1 


well,“ returned ſhe; © but my returning 
to 
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to Miſs Beauclerc need not precipitate your 


departure, if you have not ſufficiently ar- 


* 


ranged it. 


She then repeated her parting compli- 


ment, and retired; and in a few moments 


Oberne left the inn, and Roſella very ſtrictly 
performed her promiſe of delivering almoſt 
verbatim his meſſage to her friend, who 
received it with a pleaſure ſo very apparent, 
that Roſella believed the ſucceſs of the 
ſuppoſed admirer indubitable ;—and the idea 
was fully confirmed, when Miſs Beauclerc 


the next day employed her to continue the 


journal to Mrs. Ellinger, in which fo many 
panegyrics were interſperſed, by her particu- 


lar defire, upon their new acquaintance, that 


it appeared to her too certain, her ill-· judging 
friend, who had incurred the laſting diſpleaſure 


of her ſather for remaining unmarried in her 


youth, would now from caprice expoſe her- 


felf to ridicule and cenſure, by precipitating 


herſelf into an alliance with a young man, 
whoſe prevailing motive could not be per- 
ſonal 


Kos ELLA. 287 


ſonal attractions; for thoſe of Miſs Beau- 
clerc were on the wane; as ſhe did not re- 
demble thoſe evergreen ladies who flouriſh, 
and bloom, and look divinely beautiful 44 
libilum, until the feebleneſs of extreme old 
age renders the trouble of adorning for 
conqueſt too painful a taſk. Neither could 
it be any characteriſtic excellence, which 
could not have been diſcovered when the 
ſudden purſurt of Oberne began; though 
Roſella feared he had very early perceived 
her foibles. | 


Suppoſing her ſurmifes to be juſt, there 


was a meanneſs in the conduct of this 


young man, which his manners and charac- 
ter of countenance entirely contradicted ; 
but they did not render his deportment lets 
dilguſting, by ſtamping it with hypocriſy, 


and Rolelia conceived a prejudice againſt ' 


him, which ſucceſsfully combated the im- 
preſſion his eaſy good humour, his aſſiduity, 


and pleaſing vivacity had made. 
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M.iſs Beauclerc ſoon recovered ſufficiently 
to walk in a ſmall paddock behind the houſe, 
into which Roſella and Nancy ſupported 


her, where the gentle freſhneſs of the air, 


and the ſweetneſs of the verdure reſtored 
her ſtrength and ſpirits. 


The ſecond time ſhe was thus exercifing 
herſelf, Mr. Oberne, without any previous 
notice, made his appearance, and was de- 
lighted to witneſs her convaleſcence : he 
took her hand with the freedom and cor- 


diality of an old friend, and ſupplanting 


Nancy in her poſt, rattled. away with ſuch 
gaiety and rhodomantade, that even Roſella 
could not refuſe the ſmile he ſought to 
raiſe. He informed the ladies that in his 
firſt deſpair at being deprived ſo cruelly of 
their ſociety, he had many temptations to 
fly to the depths of ſcience for -relief, and 


enter himſelf in the Univerſity of Glaſgow : 


but that fortunately he recollected ſome 
lines importing the vanity of books, or wit, 


or wiſdom to relieve an oppreſſed heart, 
and 
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and truſting to the experience of others, he 
ſuffered his ſpleen to take its courſe, which 
carried him per fofce on the banks of the 


Clyde back to Lanerk, and had there left 


him under ſuch a concourſe of pleaſant 
images, that at the entrance- of the paddock 
he had. almoſt fancied: himſelf mounting the 
wings of the wind, and directing the gentleſt 
zephyrs to ſalute his convaleſcent friend. 


Miſs Beauclerc was not diſpleaſed with 


this flouriſh ; but as his ſpirits were rather 


too violent to agree with her ſtill enfeebled 
ſtate, ſhe was obliged to ſhorten her walk, 


and Mr. Oberne had the mortification of | 


dining alone. Again he eſtabliſned himſelf 


in the apartment he had. quitted, and as 


Roſella now thought it would be impertinent 
to oppoſe his eaſy familiarity of intercourſe, 
ſhe endeavored to behold it with as much 


unconcern as poſſible : and. it was the leſs 


difficult to ſubdue her diſcontent, as. his de- 


portment to herſelf. was marked. with con- 


ſideration and reſpect. 
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The principal object for which this unfor- 
tunate expedition to Lanerk had been under- 
taken, which was to ſee the falls of the Clyde, 


Mr. Oberne prevailed with Miſs Beauclerc not 
to give up before ſhe returned to Glaſgow ; 


and on the fourth day from his renewed re- 


fidence in the houſe, ſhe ventured thither in 
- a Chaiſe, which he took care to examine ;— 
and as the diſtance was only two miles, he 
walked by the fide of it—an exerciſe Roſella 
would willingly have partaken, but that ſhe 
avoided every appearance of encouraging 
the advances he evidently made to overcome 
her reſerve. | 


The fall that firſt preſented itſelf to the 
view of the party, which is by far the moſt 


ſtriking and conſiderable one, inſpired Miſs 


Beauclerc and her young companion with an 


aſtoniſhment and awe, that deprived them of 


utterance : it is not. formed of one current 
only, deſcending amidft the rocks, but poſ- 
ſeſſes the violence and extent of accumulated 
ſtreams, daſhing with wild fury from one 
rugged 
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rugged Point to another, and at length 
pouring in a. foaming torrent into the Jawn- 
Ing abyſs. h 


« What a delicious ſpot,” thought Mi 
Beeuclerc, © for a heroine to wander to at 
dewy eve, and the ſtill hour of night!“ 


She had quitted the chaiſe, and Oberne 
was now at her ſide, ſupporting her unaſſured 
ſteps, whilſt Roſella haſtily preſſed forward 
to ſatisfy with more expedition than her friend 
could uſe, the ardent admiration and curioſity 
that had taken poſſeſſion of her. In ſilence 
ſhe gazed, and, in the plenitude of enthuſiaſm 
for the ſublime and wonderful, felt not the 
vacuum which it is ſaid the moſt perfect 
object will leave in the mind, if the gazer 
cannot exclaim to another, © How divine this 
is!” Roſella, on the contrary, forgot for 
the moment that ſhe was not alone, and 
leaving her guide far behind, followed the 
firſt path that chance. preſented, and with a 
bounding ſtep flew onward, to devour the 

o 7, varied 
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varied beautics which every inſtant diſcloſed 
themſelves. 


Miſs Beauclerc ſaw her haſty geſture and 
rapid glance as ſhe darted out of fight, with 
Infinite pleaſure.—“ Yes,” cried ſhe, with 
internal exultation, © my Roſella will at 
length catch all the ſublimity and ardor of 


nymphs who can climb the Alps with ex- 


quiſite grace and agility, claſping under one 


delicate arm two complete ſets of Petrarch . 


and Metaſtatio, and under the other a lute.” 


She herſelf felt all the good will in the 
world to follow ſo charming an example, but 
was ſoon obliged even to relax her loitering 
pace, and ſeat herſelf vn ſome moſſy turf, 
| which, by extreme good fortune, offered 
itſelf when ſhe was quite exhauſted, to ac- 
commodate her weakneſs. Oberne then, at 
her requeſt, and in compliance with his own 
inclination, followed Roſella; but even with 
the aſſiſtance of a guide, it was near an hour 


ere he found her: for in the firſt effuſion of 


her 
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her delight, ſhe had incautiouſſy left recol- 
lection ro attain her as it might. Fortunately 
however, for her, ſhe did not find her mental 
illuſion laſt fo long as is generally repreſented 
in caſes of ſimilar ſublimity : far from wan- 
dering unconſciouſly till the ſun had ſunk 
behind the towering cliffs, and left her in 
total darkneſs, ſhe felt her imprudence five 
minutes after ſhe had committed it, and en- 
deavored to return to her party—a taſk 
however, by no means eaſy to accompliſh, 
and ſhe had ſpent ſome very unpleaſant mo- 
ments, when the voice of Oberne, hallooing 
her name in a tone that out-hectored the 
thundering of the torrent, relieved her 
anxiety, and ſhe ran towards the ſound. 

« How plzaſ-d I am to fee you!” ex- 
claimed ſhe; * where is Miſs Beauclerc aig; 


« More than a mile from us; but you are 
fo much charmed to ſee me, and I am fo ex- 
travagantly delighted to have found you, that. 


we ſhall think the way towards her very 
fhort,”” 


Indeed 
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ee Indeed J am much indebted to you,” 
reſumed Roſella; * for J had quite loſt my- 
_ 

. What recompence ought I to chim for 
reſtoring you to your 1 2” demanded he. 

« ] cannot determine,” ſaid Roſe lla, ſmil- 


ing; © if the ſervice is to be eſtimated at the 


value of the ſtrayed ſheep, and not at the 
time and trouble you have thrown away, I 
am afraid you will be ill rewarded: but I 
ſuppoſe the thanks of Miſs Beauclerc will be 
all the recompence you will ſolicit,” 

« No, Madam, I never ſolicit thanks; 
but I have the temerity to entreat, that the 


next time you are diſpoſed to ſend me to 


Glaſgow, or elſewhere, you will firſt reflect 
if you may not have occaſion to employ me 
as a ſhepherd's cur, or in any other reſpect- 
able character, as circumſtances may occur.” 


This was ſaid in a tone of mingled raillery 
and pique ; for Oberne was rather offended 
that ſhe ſhould, by transferring the little ſer- 
vice he had rendered her to the account of 


her 
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her friend, appear to aim equally at transfer- 
ring the obligation. 


Roſella was not unconſcious of his lurking 
diſpleaſure, but thought it prudent to notice 
it only as pleaſantry, and, in his own ſtyle, 
told him, as it was impoſſible ſhe could find 
him any employment of ſufficient dignity to 
Suit his merit, ſhe ſhould decline aſſigning 
him any. 


ce That 15 to ſay, retorted he, © whenever 
I volunteer my ſervices unaſked, hike other 
officious people, I may content myſelf with 
deſerving good-will without obtaining it.“ 

66 hope,” faid Roſella more gravely, © I 
am not ungrateful ; and Miſs Beauclerc——”” 

«© Miſs Beauclerc,” interrupted he, is 
one of the beſt creatures in the world ! If 
a poor fellow, who ſolicits her friendſhip, 
appears honeſt and well-meaning, ſhe does 
not, like a cattiſh inquifitor, require other 
teſtimonials than a reſpect to decency and 
good manners.“ N 


<< Low- 


9 
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* You * Ae little reaſon to com- 
a n of her too ſuſpicious caution, 


3» 


replied 
Roſella; ce but I fear, if ſhe had found cauſe 


to repent her reliance upon your appearance 
as a gentleman and a man of integrity, from 


the little I have ſeen of the world, ſhe would 


commiſeration. 
Oh my God!“ exelaimed Oberne, 


raiſing his hands in affected emotion, “ de- 


fend thoſe unhappy frail dogs who are now 2 
in the nurſery, from your ſevere ſcrutiny, 
_ when you ſhall be armed with a rigid. pru- 


dence of forty years ſtanding !”” 


They had now reached Miſs Beauclerc,, 
who, on. hearing the facility of their return, 
was extremely diſappointed that not one 


hair-breadth eſcape ſhould have graced. ſo, 


promiſing an adventure. 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME.. 
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